Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                             Calcutta

                         31 January, 1973

Buffalo

My dear Gunagrahi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 5, 1973, and I have noted the contents carefully… Your request for initiation is approved by me, and I have sent a letter in this regard. You are president of Buffalo temple, so in consultation with your GBC man you may discuss how to push on the spreading of this Krsna Consciousness movement through street sankirtana, book distribution, etc.,..   Regarding initiation, you may arrange with Kirtanananda Maharaja to receive beads chanted upon by him. I am going now to Australia for a few weeks and shall afterward be returning to India for celebrating the appearance day of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu at Mayapur.

   Hoping this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bmdg

   Letter to: Rajiblocan

                                --

                             Calcutta

                         31 January, 1973

Miami

My dear Rajiblocan das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated December 20, 1972, and I have noted the contents carefully. As you are temple president, that is a great responsibility… Regarding the question of your wife's initiation, that is certainly approved by me. You may arrange with Kirtanananda Maharaja for receiving beads duly chanted upon by him. Now both of you cooperate for pushing on this Krsna Consciousness movement as this is our only business in this human form of life.

   I hope this finds you in good health,

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bmdg

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                            Melbourne

                        10 February, 1973

My Dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated January 16th, and have noted the contents carefully...  Second initiations of Sudarsani dasi and Madhurya-lilananda dasi are duly approved by me. Enclosed you will find the Gayatri Mantra slips. You may have one fire ceremony and they may listen to the tape of me chanting the Gayatri Mantra in their right ear and repeat it. Regarding the first initiations, they are also approved by me and their names are as follows. Dan Swanson is now Dvijati Pujaka das, Christopher Beard is now Carucandra das, Phillip West is now Prabala das and Rebecca Strowger is now Rupa Ramesvari dasi. Will you please send one copy of this letter to Kirtanananda Swami along with their beads of the aspiring devotees for I have authorized him to chant on the beads on my behalf…
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ms

Letter to: Guru-gauranga

                                --

                            Melbourne

                        11 February, 1973

My Dear Guru Gauranga,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of you letter dated January 24th, and have noted the contents carefully. I am very much encouraged to hear of your increased Sankirtana movement and your return to Geneva to open up still another chapter in Lord Caitanya's conquest of the world…  The initiation of Bhakta Olaf das is duly approved by me and his new name is Asok Kumar. You may also have him send his beads along with a cover letter from you to Rebatinananda Swami, who is in London and has been authorized by me to chant on the beads. I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami.

   Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                            Melbourne

                        11 February, 1973

My Dear Kirtanananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receit of your letter and I approve of the initiations of Bill Allan who is now to be called Balaji das, Paul Terry who is now to be called Parambrahma das, Richard Selvin who is now Radhanatha das and Tom Meyers who is now Taru das. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                            Melbourne

                        11 February, 1973

New Orleans

My Dear Nityananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated January 16th and I have noted the contents carefully…  The initiation that you have recommended are approved by me. Victor Mistretta is now to be called Vrikodara and Darrel Martin is now Dvibhuja. You may send one letter to Kirtanananda Swami along with their beads for chanting on. I have authorized him to chant on the beads on my behalf. I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ms

Letter to: Satsvarupa

                                --

                              Sydney

                        15 February, 1973

Los Angeles

My Dear Satsvarupa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated nil and I have noted the contents carefully... I am approving of the initiation of John Favors who is now to be called GHANASYAMA DASA. From your description he is to be a very nice and intelligent boy so please train him up properly. You may send his beads on to Kirtanananda Maharaja for chanting. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Ghanasyama

                                --

                              Sydney

                        16 February, 1973

Los Angeles

My dear Son,

   Please accept my blessings. On the recommendation of Satsvarupa I am herein accepting you as my initiated disciple. Henceforth your name will be GHANASYAMA DASA... I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ms

Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                              Sydney

                        18 February, 1973

My Dear Kirtanananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated January 20th. and February first along with your enclosed plans of the Radha Govindaji Temple in New Vrindaban…   The arrangement for chanting on the beads is that when I send a letter to the respective individuals with their new names, they may send a copy of that letter on to you, and on receipt of this letter you may chant on their beads.
   I am here in Australia now and things are going very well. I will be returning to India by the beginning of March and then to America by mid-April and I look forward to seeing you again then. I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                              Sydney

                        18 February, 1973

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated February 5th. with the enclosed daksine and I thank you for the same…  I am approving of the first initiation of Debra Hillard. However it is not our policy to give first and second initiations at once. It is better she wait some time. Her new name will be DEBRAJA DASI and also I am agreeing to the second initiation of Shanti dasi.... I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

P.S. You may hold one fire ceremony and Shanti dasi may listen to the Gayatri tape in her right ear. Enclosed please find one Gayatri slip for her.
Letter to: Bhakta dasa

—

Calcutta

4 March, 1973

73-03-04

My Dear Bhakta das:

Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your encouraging letter dated the 20th February. Just yesterday I have arrived here in Calcutta, and by the end of the week expect to go to Mayapur where are having a grand celebration on the Appearance Day of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu... I am very pleased, and you can give both her and Satyaki dasi second initiation. So now you can have ten brahmanas, yes? I have also received your $100.00 daksina and I thank you very much for it...

I hope this meets you in good health. Hare Krsna.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/rdg

Letter to: Trai:

                                --

                              India

                          4 March, 1973

My Dear Trai das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your nice report dated the 20th of February and I have carefully examined the contents… Regarding Pyari Mohan, Ramacarya, and Nanda devi dasi taking second initiation, if you recommend, that's alright. … Now I have enclosed three sacred threads duly chanted by me. In Rupanuga Maharaja's absence, you may obtain a tape and instructions from Bali Mardan Maharaja in New York and hold one fire sacrifice.
   Hoping this letter meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher.

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Bali-mardana

                                --

                             Calcutta

                          March 7, 1973

New York

My Dear Bali-mardana Maharaja:

   Please accept my blessings and I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, with newspaper clipping, dated nil.

   I am approving of second initiation for Hari-puja dasi as you requested.
   My plans are to go to Mayapur as soon as they have finished my quarters and to remain there until the 22nd.

   Thank you very much for the mostly favorable newspaper article and I hope this meets you in good mood.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Jayatirtha

                                --

                             Calcutta

                          15 March, 1973

My Dear Jayatirtha,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge of your letter dated March 7th.

   Yes, you may perform the marriages in the Temple room, but after the legal marriage has lasted at least 6 months to a year….   Yes, because you have recommended them I accept all of the devotees for first and second initiations. The sacred threads will be coming under separate cover; for the others, their new names are listed below.


Larry - Laksmana das.       Nancy - Rasaparayani dasi  


Harold - Hasyayuk das       Arlene - Kirtida Kanyaka.  


Billy - Banamali das        Gerry - Rasapurnada dasi.  


Roy - Ramlal das            Theresa -Tarani dasi.  


Jim - Kuvera das            Ronda - Revati dasi.  


Bay - Bahloka das           Cheryl- Saranagata dasi.  


Mike - Mahajana das         Cindy - Bhagavacittarupini dasi.  

   Hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami.

Letter to: Rsabhadeva

                                --

                             Calcutta

                          21 March, 1973

My Dear Rsabhadeva:

   Please accept my blessings and I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 7th of March. Yes, your Temple is always gathering nice devotees and I accept Brian, Leslie and Caroline as my duly initiated disciples and you can send the beads for chanting to Kirtanananda Swami, along with a copy of this letter.
   Their new names are: Bhojadeva das, Taraka dasi and Mukhara dasi respectively. Now it will please me very much if you all can work together nicely and recruit many more young people to join our movement, it is their only future hope.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.rdg

                        Letter to: Cyavana

                                --

                              Bombay

                          30 March, 1973

My Dear Cyavana:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated March 22nd 1973 and I have examined the contents carefully.

   Yes, I have received an invitation to visit South Africa and visa application forms but it will take some time for any approval to come through. In the meantime, I am going to Zurich for about 10 days and then to London and from there to New York and Los Angeles.

   I have also received one nice note from Maria, and I am pleased, by your request, to accept her as my initiated disciple. I have chanted upon the enclosed beads. Her new name is Venugit dasi which means playing on flute. So now she can marry Hari Kripa das and I think for the new householders Deity worship will be nice. I remember Hari Kripa, he is very intelligent boy.

   I hope this meets you all in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.rdg

Letter to: Govinda

                                --

                             New York

                          7 April, 1973

My Dear Govinda dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated March 25, 1973, and have noted the contents with great satisfaction.

   The report of book distribution going on in Chicago is very pleasing to me… 

   Upon your recommendation I am gladly accepting Peter Laudert as my initiated disciple and as you have requested am sending him a letter (enclosed). Please have Kirtanananda Maharaja chant on beads for sanctification and you may hold a fire yajna.
   Regarding my coming to install large marble Radha and Krsna, yes I will be very pleased to come.

   Hoping this finds you and your wife and son in good health,

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Los Angeles

                          17 April, 1973

My Dear Nityananda Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 14, 1973 and was very pleased to read of your Sankirtana book distribution results…. 

   Enclosed is one brahmana gayatri mantra sheet for second initiation of Debraja Dasi. Now you show her how to count on the fingers, and have fire sacrifice, and she can hear the tape through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Doug Russell

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          18 April, 1973

My Dear Doug Russell,

   Please accept my blessings. Upon the recommendation of Rsabhadeva Das I am accepting you as my initiated disciple. Your spiritual name is now Asurakula Nasana Dasa, the servant of the killer of the descendants of the asuras….   So you send a copy of this letter to Kirtanananda Swami and he will chant on your beads. . And you be sure to chant 16 rounds minimum as a daily practice, and this will keep you most fitted Sankirtana leader.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          21 April, 1973

My Dear Hamsaduta Das Adhikari:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated April 7, 1973 and am pleased to accept the following boys and girls as my initiated disciples: Ram Mohan Das (Reiner); Jnanavigraha Das (Joachim); Tirthada Das (Thomas); Hrimati Dasi (Helga); Santimati Dasi (Ulla); Durgama Das (Dario); Premchand Das (Werner); Kamaksi Dasi (Karin); Uktal Das (Ulfert); Atmavidya Das (Axel); Gobhata Das (Gerhart); Ama Das (Amin); Ramgati Das (Ronald);--and Nikhilananda Das (Niko); and Vaidyanath Das (Erland), these two boys I have already informed their names in reply to a letter from the Hamburg temple. Beads may be sent to Revatinandana Swami.

   I am also enclosing Gayatri Mantras for the 14 disciples and 10 sacred threads duly chanted upon by me for the men disciples. You show them how to count on the fingers, and let them hear the mantra chanted by me on the tape through the right ear. .
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

   Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          21 April, 1973

My Dear Jagadisa Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 18, 1973. I was glad to receive the book distribution results from Toronto and especially the Vancouver Travelling Party. That they sold 100 Bhagavatams in two days is very nice. I think the Bhagavatam is now selling as well as the Gita.. So this is very encouraging to me.

   Regarding initiations, I am pleased to accept the following boys and girls as my initiated disciples: Girijadhava Das (Gabor); Taraknath Das (Ted); Dustadura Das (Don); Kasiram Das (Joseph); and Jagatikanda Dasi (Janet); Atigarvita Dasi (Anne). I am also enclosing 12 Gayatri Mantras and 7 sacred threads duly chanted upon by me for the brahminical initiations.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

N.B. The beads may be sent to Satsvarupa Das Swami at Gurukula for being chanted upon, together with a copy of this letter.
Letter to: Sri Govinda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          25 April, 1973

My Dear Sri Govinda Das Adhikari:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 24, 1973 with enclosures… You are doing solid work in Chicago area and I thank you very much for assisting me in this way.

   I am pleased to accept the two boys Sandipani Muni Das (Chris) and Madhavendra Puri Das (Michael) as my initiated disciples. You can send their beads with a copy of this letter to Satsvarupa Das Goswami for being chanted upon.
   I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest regarding the apartment house.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          29 April, 1973

New Vrindaban

My Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 24, 1973 with enclosed daksina check for $200.00, for which I thank you very much. Yes, I will come for the ground breaking ceremony because it is special event. So you please send tickets for four of us to come.

   Regarding the initiations, enclosed are four mantra sheets and one sacred thread chanted on by me for the four brahmanas, and I am pleased to accept the following as my initiated disciples: Sarvesvari dasi (Shelly); Gunyarupini Dasi (Ginny); Gomata Dasi (Gale); Vajresvari Dasi (Elly); Lajjavati Dasi (Lynn); Isvara Das (Mark). So you perform the fire yajna for the brahmanas and let them hear the Gayatri Mantra from the tape which I have recorded into their right ear, and you may chant upon the beads for the first initiates.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher;

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Sama

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           6 May, 1973

Baltimore

My dear Sama,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated April 25, 1973.

   Thank you very much for sincerely pushing on Lord Caitanya's Sankirtana Movement in the city of Baltimore…  I am pleased to accept Bhaktin Pattie as my initiated disciple and am enclosing a separate letter for her. Now hold a fire yajna and send her beads to Rupanuga das Goswami for chanting on.
   Hoping this finds you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Govardhan 2, (new98)

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           8 May, 1973

My dear Govardhan,

   Please accept my blessings.  I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 3, 1973.

   Upon your recommendation I am glad to accept these devotees as my initiated disciples.  So now you may hold a fire yajna and send their beads to Kirtanananda Swami for chanting.  Also I give approval for the one brahminical initiation.  Please find one Gayatri mantra enclosed.  After the fire yajna you may play the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra into the right ear in private.  Teach how to count on the finger divisions.

   I am enclosing a letter to all the new initiates…
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   Sriman Govardhan dasa Adhikary

   ISKCON Detroit

   8311 E. Jefferson Street

   Detroit, Michigan  48214

   ACBS/jda

Letter to: Sons and daughters, (new98)

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           8 May, 1973

My dear Sons and daughters,

   Please accept my blessings.  I am in due receipt of your very nice letters and daksina of $650.00.

Upon the recommendation of Govardhan I am pleased to accept you as my disciples.  You new names are:

                James Ferris - Yamunatatacara das

                  Charles Wilkoit - Carurupa das

                Tina Chojnacki - Taijasatmika dasi

               Donald Chojnacki - Dosavarajita das

                   Lynne Davis - Daksayani dasi

               Christine Stein - Krodhasamani dasi

                 Gregory Stein - Gopalbhatta dasa
   Now you must all carefully follow these four regulative principles (1) No meat eating, (2) No illicit sex life, (3) No intoxication, (4) No gambling.  Always be sure to chant minimum sixteen rounds daily.  Study my books carefully, go for sankirtana and engage in Deity worship in the temple.  You are all very sincere boys and girls and now I request you to make your life successful for going back to home, back to Godhead.

   Hoping this meets you in good health

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   The New Devotees

   Detroit ISKCON

   8311 E. Jefferson Street

   Detroit, Michigan  48214

   ACBS/jda

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           16 May, 1973

Denver

My dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings.

   Upon your recommendation I am happy to accept the devotees you have mentioned, Dattatreya das and Rama Tulasi dasi, for second initiation. Now hold a fire yajna for devotees only. Afterwards, in private, play into the right ear, of the initiates, the tape of me reciting gayatri mantra. Teach them how to count on the finger divisions.
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

  Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                             Mayapur

                          14 June, 1973

New Vrndavana

My dear Kirtanananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 6, 1973 and have noted the contents with great care and concern…  Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for first and second initiation. You may chant on the beads of the first initiates and I am enclosing six sanctified sacred threads for the second initiates. Play the tape of me reciting gayatri mantra into the right ear of the brahmanas. The names of the first initiates are: Jim Hessler--Krpacarya das; Jack Mower--Kasyapa das; Chuck St. Dennis--Cakradhari.
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

P.S. On top of the towers on the temple, you should make Visnu's colus (or cakra) and a flag.

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                             Mayapur

                          20 June, 1973

Buffalo

My Dear Gunagrahi,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 5 June 1973 and I have noted the contents…

      Upon your recommendation I have accepted the following as my disciples: Lawrence Burstein's name is now Lokavarnotamma das, Claude Crocker is now Cittaranjan das, Catherine Crocker is now Citraketu devi dasi and David Sherk shall now be called Gadai das. Regarding second initiation, enclosed is a sacred thread for Lalitananda das and gayatri mantra for he and one for Sita devi dasi. Hold a fire yajna for the first initiates and later, privately you may play the gayatri mantra tape for the new brahmanas. Have them hear the tape in the right ear and show them how to count on their fingers.
   Regarding your questions about Gaura Nitai Deity worship: Yes, it is all right Gaura Nitai may wear turbans as well as crowns. You ask what they may wear in the evening--they can wear different dresses or night clothing just as Krsna is dressed. Make a small symbolical bed and give Them rest in that way. Bathe the Deities mentally by mantra and not by pouring upon them.

   Hoping this finds you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                             Mayapur

                          22 June, 1973

Cleveland

My dear Batua Gopala,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 15 June 1973 and I have carefully noted the contents...

      On your recommendation I have accepted the four students in your temple as my disciples. Their new names are as follows:

   Marilee Ash--Mrgaksi dasi

   Harvey Mechanic--Mrgendra das

   Dan Cunningham--Gatravan das

   George Vutetakis--Gopati das

   Have them send their beads to Kirtanananda Swami for chanting. You can hold a fire yajna for the initiates and invite many guests. Hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Makhanlal

                                --

                             Mayapur

                          22 June, 1973

St. Louis

My dear Makhanlal,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 8 June 1973 and I have carefully studied the contents.

   I am encouraged to hear that you have recommended a total of ten devotees for first initiation from our St. Louis temple. Preaching means to increase our family members, so I can see that the preaching at ISKCON St. Louis is going on very sincerely, otherwise so many would not be interested in becoming devotees. So on your carefully considered recommendation, I am accepting these girls and boys as my initiated disciples and their names are as follows:

   Thomas Doherty--Tamopaha das;

   Jim Higgins--Niscinta das;

   Paul Gibson--Punderika das;

   Lance Nally--Gaya das;

   Steven Lisowski--Satyamadhava das;

   Nancy Alderman--Nikunjarasi Vilasi dasi;

   Deborah Little--Daksinesvari dasi;

   Ginette Newman--Govindarupini dasi;

   Donald Parker--Modandin das;
   Sylvia Parker--Savitri dasi
   They may send their beads for chanting along with a copy of this letter to Kirtanananda Maharaja.…Regarding second initiation, enclosed is one sacred thread chanted on by me, and the gayatri mantra. This should be instructed to Maha Muni in private, have him hear a tape recording of the mantra in the right ear. Hold a fire yajna for the first initiates.
   You have asked what is the mentality of the demons who attacked New Vrndavana and why did this happen? You should know this already, that there are two classes of men, devotees and demons….   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                             Calcutta

                          29 June, 1973

Heidelberg, West Germany

My dear Hamsaduta,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 21 June and I have carefully studied the contents, including photos of posters from the festival in Heidelberg...

   The devotees recommended by you for initiation I gladly accept and their new spiritual names are as follows:

   Richard--Sutapa das;

   Rolf--Sudesna das;

   Erich--Citravesa das;

   Otto Karl--Niskrodha das;

   Hans--Gananath;

   Jesshardt--Nispapa das;

   George--Gopesh das;

   Ruth--Ramya dasi;

   Margot--Mrdani dasi;

   Karsten--Kuruksetre das;

   Renata--Ratipriya dasi;

   Rolf (Hamburg)--Nirahamkara das;

   Andreas--Asvasena das;

   Ditmar--Aya das;

   Wolfgang--Visnuyasa…
   Hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Trai

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          19 July, 1973

Dear Trai Das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your special delivery letter of July 17, 1973 and I have carefully examined the contents.

   I am glad to hear from you that everything is in order at our Boston temple and that the house is nearing completion in repairs and rehabilitation….  I am enclosing one brahmana thread chanted on by me for Mathuresh das. You may play the tape of me speaking gayatri mantra into his right ear and instruct him in the duties of Brahmin. We have to be real Brahmins, not just in name, and in that way we can set an example for the whole civilized society to follow.

Your ever well-wisher

A C Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          20 July, 1973

New Orleans

Dear Nityananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 15, 1973 and I have carefully noted the contents…  On you recommendation I am accepting the three candidates for initiation as my disciples. Their names are as follows:

   Miss Jeri Whorrel--Hamsini dasi

   Roy Roberts--Satyavrata das

   David Deben--Caturbahu das

   You can send their beads for chanting to Satsvarupa Maharaja in Dallas. Now hold a fire yajna and invite as many quests as possible; hold kirtana and distribute prasadam. I am enclosing one brahmana thread duly chanted on by me for Vrikodara; have him hear the tape recording of me speaking the gayatri mantra, in his right ear and you instruct him in his Brahminical duties.
   Regarding Radha Krsna worship, yes, when your new temple is completed, so long as you have sufficient Brahmins you may plan to install Radha Krsna deities.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Bhagavan

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          22 July, 1973

Paris

Dear Bhagavan dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 19, 1973 and I have carefully considered the contents… Enclosed are the gayatri mantras for the devotees recommended by you and one thread for the boy, Kapila das. Have the brahmanas hear the tape of my speaking the gayatri mantra in the right ear, and instruct them in the principles of suci.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

  Letter to: Damodara

                                --

                     Letchmore Heath, England

                          23 July, 1973

Dear Damodara,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of you letter dated July 19, 1973 and I have carefully considered the contents.

   Yes, I have recently received a full report from Rupanuga Maharaja on the activities of the Washington D.C. and especially how you are most enthusiastic about book distribution and that you are fixing to purchase the house. I am very glad that you are taking so seriously your duty as president of our D.C. center, so certainly Krsna will give you all assistance in your preaching mission.

   On your recommendation, I have chanted on the threads enclosed for second initiation of Dharmapada and Varuna das, and I have enclosed gayatri mantras as well for Rupa Manjari, Rambhavati and Vilasi as well. You may play the tape of my speaking the gayatri mantra into their right ear and instruct them in the principles of brahminical culture.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          23 July, 1973

Denver

Dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 12, and I have carefully considered the contents... On your recommendation I have accepted the two new devotees as my disciples. There names are as follows:

   Brad Weinberg; Bhadrayana das

   Cathy Serna--Cinmayi dasi

   You may hold a fire ceremony for these two, and instruct them conscientiously about the ten offenses in chanting. You may send their beads for chanting to Satsvarupa Maharaja in Dallas. Hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          23 July, 1973

Seattle

Dear Sukadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 19, 1973 and I have carefully considered the contents… I am glad to hear all programs are going on well under your direction in Seattle, Washington.

   On your recommendation, I accept the named devotees for first initiation, and their new names are as follows:

   Donald Welton: Candravidya das

   Karen Welton: Kadambaripriya dasi

   Wally Prohaska: Visnuyasa das

   Judy Prohaska: Kantimati dasi

   You may give the gayatri mantra to Prsni Garbha dasi by playing the tape of me chanting gayatri into her right ear and explaining the principles of suci. Hopes this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Send beads to Satsvarupa Maharaja--Dallas for chanting
ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Spiritual Sons and Daughters

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          27 July, 1973

New devotees,

Evanston

My dear Spiritual Sons and Daughters,

   Please accept my blessings. On the recommendation of Govinda Das I have duly accepted you as my disciples…  I have already given your names in the letter to Govinda das.

   I hope you are well.

   Your Ever Well-wisher,

   A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami,

   ACBS.hda

Letter to: Govinda

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          28 July, 1973

My Dear Govinda Das,

   Please accept my blessings, I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 23, 73 and I have very much appreciated the pictures of the deities and their surrounding, this is excellent, better than Los Angeles…  I am going to New Vrindaban and thereafter I shall be happy to accept your invitation for Chicago to meet the Professors as you mentioned. I shall inform you later of my itinerary.

   So you are doing nicely, especially the deities have attracted my attention. The credit goes to you and your good wife Srimati Srilekha Devi Dasi. I shall be glad to initiate Naiskarini Devi Dasi as Brahmin along with the other devotees that you have recommended. their names are as follows:

   Tom--Tamohara Das Adhikari

   Mireya--Mantrini devi Dasi

   Lynn Allen--Ranjani Devi Dasi

   Kathy Ferio--Kalalapa Devi Dasi

   You may perform a fire sacrifice for the initiated devotees and their beads may be chanted upon by Satsvarupa Maharaja.
   I hope their all success in Krishna Consciousness, and I am counting on sincere boys like yourself to help me by managing temples all over the world.

   I hope you and your Good wife are both well.

Your ever well wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

Letter to: Bhutatma

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                          7 August, 1973

San Francisco

My dear Bhutatma,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and enclosed photographs of the Ratha Yatra Festival. If we introduce this Festival in all big cities of the world along side with book distribution then in no time we will conquer the whole world. Yes! certainly I shall come to your festival next year, thank you.

   By your recommendation I have chanted upon the enclosed sacred thread and agree to accept the devotee Jambavan Das Brahmacari for second initiation __ becomes twice born, or Brahmin…   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:hda

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                         17 August, 1973

New Orleans

My Dear Nityananda,

   Please my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 14, 1973. Regarding the deity installation you may consult Satsvarupa Goswami your GBC secretary for this. I have appointed these GBC men to oversee and manage all the affairs of the society giving me relief to do my translation work fully.

   On your recommendation I accept Srimati Hamsini Devi Dasi for second initiation. Please find the Gayatri Mantra enclosed.
   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:hda

Letter to: Sukadeva 4, (new98)

                                --

                             England

                         20 August, 1973

My dear Sukadeva,

   Please accept my blessings.  I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and the enclosed pictures of your Altar.  Everything appears very very nice and I am very much pleased, thank you so much.

   On your recommendation I accept the boys named by you for first initiation.  Their names are as follows.

                 D.A. Norton Jr. - Abhinanda Das

                     N.P. Coty - Nistula Das

                      G.J. Folsy - Simha Das

                      S.D. Kadetz - Sura Das

                  R.E. Smith - Ragamathani Dasi

                   D.A. Gilles - Samharina Dasi

                   P.J. Walter - Vidhatri Dasi

                 T.L. Joyce - Tripuramalini Dasi
   Hold a fire ceremony, and distribute sumptuous prasadam to one and all.

   I hope this letter meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   Sriman Sukadeva Das Adhikary

   400 18th Ave. E.

   Seattle, Washington  98112

   America

Letter to: Bahudak

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                         28 August, 1973

Vancouver

My Dear Bahudak,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 6, 1973 and I have noted the contents carefully… The new initiates are named as follows: Peggy Flyn--Purnamasi Dasi, Garry Pennington--Punderikasam Das. I am also enclosing one sacred thread and mantra for Ganapati Das. You may proform a fire ceremony and distribute prasadam feast.
   I hope this letter meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Cittahari

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                         28 August, 1973

My dear Cittahari,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 15, 1973.

   On your recommendation I am happy to accept Brian Lloyd as my initiated disciple. His name will be Bhutanath das. You can instruct him on all matters of philosophy and regulative living, attending class, Sankirtana, book distribution. As president of the temple you have very much responsibility, so never forget that we are acting as agents for the Supreme Lord so our standard must also be perfect and then automatically anyone that comes in our company will become perfect in no time.

   I hope this letter meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 

Letter to: Prahladananda

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                         28 August, 1973

Austin, Texas

My Dear Prahladananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 12, 1973.

   I am enclosing herewith the sacred threads and Gayatri Mantras as requested by you. Hold a fire sacrifice amongst yourselves and prepare a nice feast and distribute to the devotees.

   Yes that is nice that you are distributing many books. I do not want money, or buildings or anything else, I simply want to see that my books are being distributed and because you are doing that I am quite happy.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:had

      Letter to: Sudama

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                         28 August, 1973

Brooklyn

My Dear Sudama,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 20, 1973… On your recommendation I accept Pat Hedmark as my duly initiated disciple and his name is Praghosa Das. For the second initiate I am enclosing 3 sacred threads and four Mantras. Hold a fire ceremony and distribute Prasadm generously.

   I hope this letter meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:hda

Letter to: Sukadeva 5, (new98)

                                --

                             Seattle

                         September, 1973

My dear Sukadeva Das:

   Please accept my blessings.  I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 10, 1973.  I am accepting Rasala Das (Walter Mason Woods) as my initiated disciple.  Please see that he chants Hare Krishna minimum 16 rounds daily on the beads and follows our regulative principles without fail.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS/bs

                      Letter to: Karandhara

                                --

                       Bhaktivedanta Manor

                        1 September, 1973

Los Angeles

My Dear Karandhara,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and enclosed bank slip for 250.00 dollars but I have not as yet received the bank slip of another 1,400.00 dollars, I hope you have already deposited the same. I am expecting the receipt voucher at any moment.

   Regarding initiation of the new devotees, I am sending herewith the names against each of them, the beads may be chanted upon by you and delivered by regular ritualistic ceremony. For second initiation find herewith the sacred threads duly chanted by me and you do the rest work.
   My schedule of program is as follows; Sweden on the 5th September after returning I shall go to Japan by the 15th via Tehran and India. Then from Japan I shall return to Los Angeles via Hawaii, estimated by the 10th October. Certainly at that time I shall drive on my Rolls Royce car with great pleasure at least for three months. Pray to Krishna that I may execute my touring program without any disturbance.

   I hope this letter will meet you in good health.

   Your ever well wisher,

   A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS:had

  Letter to: Trai

                                --

                   Bhaktivedanta Manor, England

                        4 September, 1973

My Dear Trai,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 30, 1973.

   The two boys are gladly accepted by me on your recommendation, their names are as follows.

   Ronald- Kamalasana Das and Peter - Prthusrava Das. Please give them good instructions regarding our Krishna consciousness philosophy and hold a fire ceremony and distribute nice Prasadm

   to all the devotees.

   I hope this letter meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

(Beads may be sent to Kirtanananda Swami for chanting upon.)
Letter to: Govardhan 3, (new98)

                                --

                             Detroit 

                        24 September, 1973

8311 E. Jefferson

Detroit, Mich 48214

My dear Govardhan Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt  of your letter dated September 7, 1973 and am pleased to accept the following students as my initiated disciples: Triyogi dasa (Mike Slockman); Udayananda dasa (Randy Cieslak); Yajnavalkya dasa (James Schwartz); Visalaksa dasa  (Robert Richardson); Nistraigunya dasa (Steven Forbes); and Madhyma dasi (Marsha Farmer). The sacred trread for the second initiation of Indrabarta dasa is also enclosed. So you please inform Satsvarupa Maharaja to do the needful for chanting on the beads and hold a nice sacrifice. Thank you for the nice letters from the students, and I am glad that you are appreciating this Krishna Consciousness Movement.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   Encl: 1 sacred thread

Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        27 September, 1973

Toronto

My Dear Jagadisa Das:

   Please accept my blessings. . I beg to acknowledge receipt of your GBC report and thank you very much for it. Now regarding the initiations, I am pleased to accept the following as initiated disciples: Bhadrapriya Dasi (Cheryl Cook), Bhaktimarg das (John Vij), Bhartrihari Das (Andre Marcotte), Sukra Das (Stuart Kess,) Sivarama (Peter Letai), Priyabhakta das (Denis Bernier,) Priyabandu Das (Michael Bernier,) and Praghosa Das (Gaetan Pollerin); and Srikari Dasi (Jade Zafran,) Sadhvi Dasi (Lucy Toillan), and Mohini Dasi (Pat O'Reagan.)
   I hope this meets you in best of health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Rsabhadeva

                                --

                              Bombay

                        27 September, 1973

Laguna Beach

My Dear Rsabhadeva dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 8, 1973. Regarding the initiations I am accepting the following devotees as my initiated disciples: Bhayahari das (Glen,) Visvamitra das (Vern,) Sanka Das (Jim,) Sarvani dasi (Sharon,) and Nirupadi Dasi (Judy). Please see that they all strictly follow our rules and regulations and that they chant 16 rounds minimum on the beads Hare Krishna mantra.

   Also enclosed is a sacred thread for Diradarsa dasa duly sanctified by me. So you can hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees and let him hear the mantra from the tape in the right ear.
   I hope this meets you all in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

                        Letter to: Hanuman

                                --

                              Bombay

                         4 October, 1973

My Dear Hanuman Goswami,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated 6th September, 1973, which I have read with great interest…   Upon your recommendation I accept the three students you have recommended for first initiation. Their spiritual names are as follows:

   Marcos Medina: Nityatrpta dasa

   George Nikenson: Nrihari dasa

   Beatrice Nikenson: Bhakta dasi
   Now just as all my other disciples are doing, you take care that they follow very faithfully chanting of 16 rounds daily, and following all of the rules and principles of Krishna conscious very strictly. You should immediately send their beads for chanting on to Karandhara das Adhikari in Los Angeles who is one of the senior disciples I have authorized to chant on beads. Then, after receiving the beads back from Karandhara you can hold a fire ceremony and perform the sacrifice as you have seen me doing so many times. At that time you may give my new disciples their beads and instruct them on the principles of Krishna consciousness. You can advertise this initiation ceremony very widely in Buenos Aires so that as many people as possible may attend the ceremony, including the newspaper, Television, etc… 

   Hoping this finds you and all others well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

P.S. Regarding Nrihari das (George Nikenson) he must wait at least six months before he may be initiated again as Brahmin.

Letter to: Karandhara

                                --

                              Bombay

                         4 October, 1973

My Dear Karandhara,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 15th, 1973 requesting initiation for seven devotees and second initiation for three devotees. Upon your recommendation I accept them as my disciples. Their spiritual names are as follows:

   Lewis: Upendranath dasa

   Richard: Premarupa dasa

   Sandy B.: Sanhari dasi
   Sandy F.: Soubardya dasi

   Merrissa: Mulaprakrti dasi

   Sria: Kadamba dasi

   Diane: Anandavidya dasi
   So now you should duly perform the yajna, chanting on their beads, and instruct them carefully to follow all the rules and regulations. At the same yajna you may also perform the second initiation of the three Brahmins. This yajna is best held in the morning amongst devotees…

      Hoping this finds you in the best health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:tkg

  Letter to: Rupanuga :

                                --

                              Bombay

                         13 October, 1973

Atlanta

My Dear Rupanuga Maharaja:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 29, 1973 together with the campaign materials…   Regarding the initiations, I accept the following as my disciples:
   Anupama Das (Rupa Goswami's younger brother)--Frank

   Nikhilesvari dasi--Nora

   Also enclosed is one sacred thread for Vrajajana Das Brahmacari. . So you can chant on the beads and perform the sacrifice. I also give the gayatri mantra second initiation to Bhagyavati dasi. You can give them the translation right away.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

   [PAGE MISSING]

  Letter to: Gunagrahi:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         14 October, 1973

Buffalo

My Dear Gunagrahi Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 29, 1973 and have noted the contents. I thank you for your very nice report. I am glad that you held very nice Rathayatra in Buffalo and have donated one calf to New Vrindaban…

   Regarding the initiations, I am pleased to accept on your recommendation the following devotees as my disciples:

   Bhavanasini dasi--Donna

   Bhaktanidhi dasi--Lindsay

   See to it that they are engaged in Krsna's service, following the rules and regulations, and always chanting Hare Krsna. You can have Rupanuga das Goswami chant on their beads. .
   I hope this meets you in good health.

   [PAGE MISSING] 

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 October, 1973

Denver

My Dear Kurusrestha Das,

   Please accept my blessings. . . I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 5, 1973 with enclosed pictures, and you have given me much pleasure… 

   Regarding the initiations, I am pleased to accept the following as my disciples:

   Pancanand das--Mike Price

   Vamsidas--Tom Harovtunian

   Srinivasa das--Hans Olson

   Virachandra das--Dick Erdel

   Bhaktapriya dasi--Christene Mossain

   Also enclosed is the sacred thread for Makhana Taskara. Let Karandhara chant on the beads and hold a sacrifice. The gayatri mantra should be heard through the right ear from the tape. Please see that all the new disciples do nicely and always chant Hare Krsna.

   Yes, when I go to Los Angeles next, I will surely come to your Denver temple. The pictures you have sent attracts me.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Madhudvisa

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 October, 1973

My Dear Madhudvisa Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 28, 1973 and have noted the contents. Regarding the initiations I accept the following devotee as my disciple:

   Varaha murti das - Adrian.

   Also enclosed please find the sacred threads for the gayatri initiations of Gopi Kanta das Brahmacari and Yasomatinanda das Brahmacari. So you can chant on the beads and hold the fire sacrifice amongst the devotees. The mantra should be heard from the tape through the right ear.
   I hope this finds you in good health.

   Your ever well-wisher,

   A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

                                       Bombay

                         18 October, 1973

Toronto

My Dear Jagadisa Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 9, 1973 of the GBC report for Canadian Zone and I thank you very much for it. I am glad that the book distribution is going on there consistently… Regarding your recommendation, I am accepting the following devotee as my initiated disciple.

   Bhaktavasya Dasi--Geraldine Luczyk.

   Yes, I authorize that you may chant on the beads of the newly initiated disciples.
   I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Bombay

                         23 October, 1973

My Dear Purusottama das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 17, 1973 and have noted the contents.,, Regarding your recommendations, I accept the following as my initiated disciples:

   Sutapa Das - Luke

   Anakadundubhi Das - David

   Trivarga Das - Jerry

   I have chanted on the beads you have sent me, and they are mailed under separate post. But, in future I request you to send the beads for being chanted upon by Madhudvisa Maharaja. This is to avoid the postal charges back and forth. Please see that the new disciples are always engaged in devotional service.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Karandhara:

                                --

                            New Delhi

                        14 November, 1973

Los Angeles

My Dear Karandhara:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 28, 1973. Regarding the initiations I accept the following as my initiated disciples:

   Hamsavatara. das--Howard

   Ramacandra das--Ron

   Amrtananda das--Fred

   Jagannatha Puri das--Jesse

   Sangita devi das--Susan

   Jaya Gopi devi dasi--Jane

   Atma Shakti devi--Wendy

   Champak devi dasi--Chava

   Jayagourangi devi--Joanne

   And, I accept the second initiation of the following devotees:

   Devendranath das

   Brahmarupa das

   Ganedra das

   Jitavrata das

   Bhagavaccitta dasi

   Nirakula devi

   Tusti dasi

   Dvijapriya dasi

   Enclosed please find four sacred threads duly chanted upon by me.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Govardhan 4, (new98)

                                --

                         Juhu, Bombay-54

                        18 November, 1973

ISKCON

8311 E. Jefferson

Detroit, Michigan  48214

My dear Govardhan Das:

   Please accept my blessings.  I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 12, 1973 and have noted the contents.  So far the new disciples are concerned, I am accepting on your recommendation the following as my initiated disciples:

                 Maharani Dasi - Shirley Daniels

                 Dhenumati Dasi - Coleen Handlon

       Krsnakathananda Dasa Adhikary - Richard Marcolini &

            Sarvashaktimati  Dasi- Angeline Marcolini.

   Also enclosed find one sacred thread chanted upon for Phatikcandra dasa brahmachari.  Let Satsvarupa Maharaja chant on the beads and hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees.  Take care of the new disciples and please see that they are always engaged in Krsna's service, chanting Hare Krsna.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS/bs

Letter to: Damodara

                                --

                     Letchmore Heath, England

                        25 November, 1973

My Dear Damodara Das Prabhu, 

   Please accept my blessings.

   I am in due receipt of your letter dated Oct. 31, 1973, and I have acknowledge its contents carefully. I have also received the new copy in which you have enclosed; it is very nice…   Regarding the second initiation of Antardyana Dasi you may hold a fire yajna and play the Gayatri mantra tape for her to hear through the right ear.
   Thank you very much for your kind words regarding my books. Yes, more and more persons as they are exposed to my Krishna Conscious literatures are appreciating their value, and your greatest manner of showing your appreciation is by your constant increase in distributing them everywhere.

   I hope this letter meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

                       Letter to: Abhirama

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         1 December, 1973

My Dear Abhirama,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated November 14, 1973. Regarding the initiations, I accept the following as my initiated disciples:

   Richard Richman--Raghava das

   Joel Peir--Caitanya Jivan das

   Paul Baker--Sriman Pandit das

   Carl Franzen--Sulochana das

   Howard Wilfield--Narahari das

   Neils Hertz--Vallabha Sen das

   Barbara Drehl--Bhuvana Pavani dasi

   Holly Franzen--Sulochana dasi

   Patti Welfield--Bhagavat Sakti dasi

   Maureen Hertz--Ragunandini dasi

   So you take instruction from Rupanuga Maharaja on how to properly perform the yajna after he has chanted on their beads. Each disciple should go for collecting guru-daksine after the ceremony and the proceeds may be sent here c.o Karandhara.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.kda

Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         3 December, 1973

ALL GLORIES TO SRI GURU AND GAURANGA!

My dear Jagadisa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated November 29, 1973.

   Thank you for the report of the progress of Temples in your Canadian Zone…   I hereby accept the following devotees as my initiated disciples and their names are enclosed:

   Sylvan Lushley--Niskincana das

   Jocelyn Prabhu--Ghosh Thakura das

   Linda Ross--Malini dasi

   Linda Epstein--Rudrani dasi

   Moria Jones--Pratima dasi

   Mary Everall--Misrani dasi

   Enclosed also find three sacred threads and six mantra sheets for the second initiates. Hold a yajna and afterwards they may hear the Gayatri mantra through the tape in the right ear. All the initiates should collect daksina and send it to Los Angeles c.o Karandhara.

   I will consider coming to Toronto later on. For now, carry on as my representative there and be strong and always faithful in Guru and Krsna.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.Kda

  Letter to: Sri Govinda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         3 December, 1973

ALL GLORIES TO SRI GURU AND GAURANGA!

My dear Sri Govinda,

   Please accept my blessings. Enclosed find the names of the devotees you have recommended for initiation which I hereby accept as my duly initiated disciples:

   Bryan Davis--Basu-Ghosh das

   Paul Wax--Pandrika das

   Andy Frenkel--Sankirtana das

   Puspu Singh--Yasoda devi dasi

   Pat Langlois--Subhadra dasi

   Edie Manischewitz--Virmila dasi

   Also, find one sacred thread and two mantra sheets for the second initiates. Hold a fire yajna and afterwards the second initiates may listen to the Gayatri mantra tape through the right ear.
   I hope this finds you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.Kda

     Letter to: Ajitananda (Anthony), Purvacitti (Patty)

                                --

                             New York

                         4 December, 1973

My Dear Spiritual Son and Daughter:

   Please accept my blessings. On the recommendation of Gunagrahi Das I am pleased to accept you as my initiated disciples. I am giving you spiritual names as follows: Anthony is Ajita-ananda and Patty is Purvacitti, wife of Maharaja Agnidra.

   You send a copy of this letter to Kirtanananda Swami and he will send you your japa beads duly chanted upon as I have prescribed…   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         6 December, 1973

My Dear Gunagrahi,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 2, 1973. I hereby accept on your recommendation, Hasyakari Prabhu and his wife Nari devi dasi as my second initiated disciples. Enclosed find one thread duly chanted on by me and two gayatri sheets. You may take instruction from Rupanuga Maharaja on the proper performance of a yajna and the mantra may be heard through the right ear from the cassette tape recording.
   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

Letter to: Trai

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         8 December, 1973

My Dear Trai das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 2, 1973…. 

   I hereby accept the devotees you have recommended as my duly initiated disciples and their names are as follows:


Edward S.           Basu Gopala das  


>          Donald           Narindra das  


>          Ernest           Nityasiddha das  


>          Gary           Krsnarcana das  


>          Michael           Bhudhara das  


>          Rita A.           Govinda-vallabha dasi  

   Rupanuga Maharaja may chant their beads. Take good care of them all and always be an example for them to follow in Krsna Consciousness.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Sudama

                                --

                              Bombay

                        10 December, 1973

Oahu, Hawaii

My Dear Sudama das Goswami:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 10.4.73 and have noted the contents carefully. Regarding the Hawaii situation, do not worry. I shall rectify when I come there… 

      Enclosed is the sanctified sacred thread for Krsna Caitanya dasa. Now hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees and let him hear the gayatri mantra from the tape through the right ear and teach him how to chant it three times daily.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Mahendra

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        11 December, 1973

Pittsburgh

My dear Mahendra,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 8, 1973. You should not install the Deities until you have a complete program to see that regulated worship may go on nicely. Until then, simply worship Guru and Gauranga in pictures.

   I hereby accept Brahma das and Sukhada dasi for second initiation. Enclosed find one thread and two gayatri mantra sheets. Take instruction from Rupanuga Maharaja on how to properly hold the fire sacrifice and have the initiates listen to the gayatri cassette tape through the right ear.

   I also accept Peggy McArdle for first initiation and her spiritual name is Vidambha dasi. Rupanuga Maharaja may chant on her beads.
   Thank you for your sincere service and offer my blessings to all the Prabhus there. Always maintain our simple standards and be enthusiastic and serious in pushing on this movement.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

  Letter to: Makhanlal

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        11 December, 1973

My Dear Makhanlal,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 4, 1973. Regarding the $100.00 check, send a copy of the cancelled check, both sides, to Karandhara for examination.

   I accept the following devotees as my duly initiated disciples:

   Chuck--Caturatma das

   Allen--Anirdesya-vapu das

   Robert--Pranada das

   Dean--Prana das

   Joanne--Keli-Cancala dasi

   Nancy--Vidamba dasi

   I am returning their beads by separate post. See always to their welfare in Krsna Consciousness.

      Take care that devotees do not become sick. They should always be properly clothed and fed.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

Letter to: Bhutatma, (new98)

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        15 December, 1973

My dear Bhutatma,

   Please accept my blessings.  I am in receipt of your letter sated December 11, 1973. I hereby accept the following devotees for first and second initiation as recommended by you:

                       John - Vatsara dasa

                     Elena - Kalakantha dasi

                       Peter - Vatsala dasa

                     Deborah - Sasikala dasi

                         Paul - Vatsi das

                  Cheryl - Kandarpa-sundari dasi

                     Naomi - Kamalalita dasi

   Enclosed find three sacred threads and three gayatri mantras for the second initiates. Hold a fire yajna, after which they may listen to the mantra once through the right ear from the cassette tape I have have made.

   You may send the beads of the first initiates to Kirtanananda Maharaj and send it to me in Los Angeles.
   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS/Kda

   ISKCON

   San Francisco

   Enclosures – 6

  Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        15 December, 1973

Denver

My dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 7, 1973 along with the wonderful photos of Denver Temple. Thank you very much. I am very pleased. Carry on as you are doing. When I return to the U.S. next summer I will certainly consider visiting there.

   I hereby accept the devotees as you have recommended for initiation and their names are as follows:

   Emil--Svavasa dasa

   Mike--Vyapi dasa

   Joe--Naikatma dasa

   Wally--Naikarmakrt das

   You may send their beads of Kirtanananda Maharaja for chanting upon.
   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        15 December, 1973

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 11, 1973. Yes, I received the photo album and it was very nice. Thank you very much.

   I hereby accept the two devotees you recommended for second initiation and enclosed find two sacred threads and two gayatri mantras.

   Take instruction from Satsvarupa Goswami on how to properly perform the fire yajna after which the initiates may listen once to the mantra in the right ear from the cassette tape I have made.
   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

Letter to: Atreya Rsi

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        20 December, 1973

Tehran

My dear Atreya Rsi,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated December 2, 1973. Also, I have received the letter from Navayauvana along with the $150.00 daksina. I happily accept Navayauvana for second initiation. Enclosed find one sacred thread and one gayatri mantra sheet. You should hold a fire sacrifice amongst our members only, after which the initiate should listen to the gayatri mantra cassette tape which I have made once through the right ear. I hope that you are coming to our Mayapur festival March 1st to 8th. We are having a GBC meeting and your presence is required. After the Mayapur ceremony when I am coming to Europe, I will stop in Tehran for two or three days. Please offer my blessings to your wife, Navayauvana Prabhu, and all of the other devotees there.

   I hope this finds you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

  Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                        23 December, 1973

Heidelberg, West Germany

My dear Hamsaduta,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated December 15, 1973…   I gladly accept the devotees you have recommended for initiations and enclosed find their names, threads and gayatri mantra sheets. You may chant on the beads of the first initiates and hold a fire sacrifice amongst our members. After that the second initiates may listen to the gayatri tape I have made through the right ear once only. Hare Krsna.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:Kda

Letter to: Citsukhananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         5 January, 1974

Dear Citsukhananda,

   Please accept my blessing. On your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees as my initiated disciples and their Spiritual names are as follows:

1st Initiation

Wilfredo--Varesa

Ricardo--Urdhvabhaga

Pedro--Puruji

Harry--Tarksya

Carlos--Durantavira

Steve--Siddhajana

Salvador--Gopesa

Jorje--Kavi

Teo--Krato

Solvai--Subhanana Dasi

Bula--Tilakaini Dasi

Maria--Modani Dasi

Anthony Velasquez--Pitamvara

Lenox--Vasuki

Anthony--Vama

Reinaldo--(now here in Los Angeles) Simhadasa
2nd Initiation

Viraha dasa

Pramona dasa

Tamoha dasa

Vara devi dasi

   I have duly chanted on the threads of the three men recommended by you for Second initiation, Viraha, Pramona, and Tamoha, and you may also distribute gayatri mantra to Vara devi dasi. Play the tape of gayatri mantra in their right ear and instruct them regarding Brahminical principles. For those receiving first initiation impress on them the importance of chanting at least sixteen rounds daily without fail and always observe the regulative principles. You may hold fire yajna for the initiates and instruct them on the ten offenses to chanting.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:SDG

Letter to: Dayananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         7 January, 1974

Dear Dayananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated December 30, 1974, and I have carefully examined the contents.

   On your recommendation, I am glad to accept the following devotees as my disciples, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Geoffrey Simpson--Jyotir das

   Shawn Kennedy--Stavya das

   Kenneth Grenham--Kedaranatha

   Nancy Grenham--Kama-nagari

   You may send their beads to Kirtanananda Maharaja to be chanted on. ..You may hold a fire yajna for the initiates.

   I have accepted the devotees whose names you have sent me for second initiation, Aksobhya das, Jnanagamya das, Carucandra das, Rathangapani das, Krsna Kumari dasi and Bisa Laksi dasi. I am enclosing 4 sacred threads chanted on by me, and 6 copies of the gayatri mantra. Have them hear the mantra on the tape through their right ear, and instruct them carefully on Brahminical life.
   I am always thinking of and appreciating the important work you are all doing there in our Krsna Conscious Gurukula. Please keep steadfast in the program as I have instructed. Hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         7 January, 1974

Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge your requests for initiations of devotees at New Vrindaban, contained in your letter of December 30, 1973.

   Upon your recommendation I am glad to accept the disciples for first initiation, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Susan Burchell--Madanalasa dasi

   Jim Newsham--Jayanta dasa

   Evelyn Newsham--Candrarekhika dasi

   Sandra Chiefa--Kunjari dasi

   Haynes Busby--Hari-dhama dasa
   You may chant on their beads and instruct them seriously to always chant at least 16 rounds daily and obey the regulative principles. Only in this way is spiritual advancement possible.

   Your recommendations for second initiation, Taru das, Radhanath das and Parambrahma das are accepted by me and their sacred threads and gayatri mantras are enclosed. See that they hear the mantra from the tape I have made, and have them hear it in their right ear. Give them further instructions on standards of a Brahman. Thank you for the daksina check for one hundred dollars.

   Go on developing New Vrindaban: next month I am coming there. Is my apartment completed?

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         8 January, 1974

Toronto

Dear Jagadisa,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your GBC report dated December 31, 1973, and I have carefully examined the contents. It is encouraging to me that you are closely supervising our five centers in Canada, and from the most recent report it appears that things are going nicely…

Hope this finds you in good health.

   I am enclosing the gayatri mantra for Atigarvita devi upon your recommendation.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Nadia

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                         11 January, 1974

Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Nadia das, Mayapur das and Godrumia das;

   Please accept my blessings. Gurukrpa Maharaja has recommended you for first initiation, and I have accepted you as my disciples. Your spiritual names follow respectively:

   Eddie Yazegean--Nadia das

   Ron Pala--Mayapur das

   Jesse Mathis--Godrumia das

   I am also accepting Kritagama and Pundarika das Brahmacaris for the second, Brahminical initiation. Your sacred threads chanted on by me are enclosed, as well as gayati mantra. Please secure the tape of me chanting gayatri mantra from the temple president there and hear it through the right ear, under his supervision. Receive further instructions on brahminical life from Gurukrpa Maharaja.

   I am very pleased that you are working together on travelling sankirtana to collect funds for Mayapur and Vrindaban. Please distribute as many of our books as possible and Krsna will be very pleased. And always be vigilant that you do not grow lax in following the regulative principles and always chanting 16 rounds at least, every day without fail.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

  Letter to: Damodara

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         16 January, 1974

My Dear Damodara,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 3, 1974.

   I have accepted as my disciples, those devotees recommended by you, and their spiritual names are as follows:


Edward Striker,           Aindra dasa  


>          Neil Kallmyer,           Nilambara dasa  


>          James Machuga,           Jagara dasa  


>          Pamela Machuga           Padma malini devi dasi  

   Now instruct them very seriously about their responsibilities… You may send their beads for chanting to Kirtanananda Maharaja.
   As for the second initiation, I have accepted those disciples whose names you have sent me, Laksmivan das, Varuthapa das and Krsnabhava devi, and I am enclosing two sacred threads and three copies of the gayatri mantra. Please instruct them and show them by example as well what is the character and practice of a brahmana. They should hear the tape of me chanting the gayatri mantra through the right ear…
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Sahadeva

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         23 January, 1974

Houston, Texas

Dear Sahadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 11, 1974.

   Regarding second initiations, I have become very concerned lately, that some of our older students who have been given the second initiation, have not been strictly following the rules and regulations. So from now on I want our presidents to be very sure about the devotees they are recommending to me for second initiation. I think sometimes in the past devotees have been recommended chiefly because some more helpers were required in maintaining the deity work. … So on this basis, if your think the men you have recommended are still eligible, you can resubmit their names to me and I will accept them.

   You have also submitted two names for first initiation. With this first initiation, we can more readily give them a chance. Provided they are enthusiastic and you observe they are following the devotional practices then you can submit their names. I have accepted the names submitted by your and their names are as follows:

   Brent Chevaliar--

   Clarice Sandoz--

   You may hold a fire yajna for them and instruct them in avoiding the ten offenses to chanting Hare Krsna Mantra. So I am counting on your own example in these matters as the most effective method of instruction for all the devotees in you care in the Houston temple.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Bhakta dasa

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         26 January, 1974

San Diego

Dear Bhakta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 22, 1974.

   Your report is a very good one and very pleasing to me. Your combining enthusiastic programs of both sankirtana and temple worship in San Diego, should be followed by all our centers.

   As for first initiations, I have accepted the devotees whose names you have recommended to me, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Jeannie Pennera--Kamatavi devi dasi

   Ray Flores--Rudravapu dasa

   Mark Weldman--Natanga dasa

   Daniel Koenig--Dhanadhyaksa dasa…

   Regarding Rathayatra, I think there is no need for you to have a separate festival since you are so near San Francisco… 

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

   Letter to: Bhagavan

                                --

                            Hong Kong

                         1 February, 1974

Paris, France

Dear Bhagavan,

   Please accept my blessings. I was very anxious to receive a letter and your recent report is very encouraging. The pictures sent by you are very welcome and very nice, and I thank you very much...   

   I have accepted the devotees you have recommended for first initiation and their spiritual names are as follows:*

   John Jean-Guy Bouchre de Belle--Jayantakrt dasa

   John, Jean Keraval--Jayakula dasa

   Kathy de Poo--Kanti-dasi

   Claude Landemaine--Kausi dasa
   I will be glad to see you at our meeting in Mayapur.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

*You can chant their beads henceforward. Hope to meet you at Mayapur.

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                            New Delhi

                        14 February, 1974

Denver

Dear Kurusrestha das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 24, 1974 which has only now reached me due to my travelling….

      The devotees you have recommended for first initiation are accepted by me and their new spiritual names are as follows:

   John Kuiper--Jyoti dasa

   Buddy Woodley--Bhara-dhari

   Suzanne Soucy--Svarga-dasi

   Bobbie Mendelson--Puja-dasi…

   Your well-wisher,

   A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Madhudvisa

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                          18 March, 1974

Dear Madhudvisa Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the two Melbourne devotees for initiation as recommended by you and their names are given as follows:

   Charles of the Sea--Praceta dasa

   Christian--Camari dasi
   Please instruct them in the ten offenses to chanting and hold a fire yajna there. You may chant on their beads.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Uttamasloka

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                          18 March, 1974

Dear Uttama Sloka,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted for first initiation the devotees recommended by you, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Rick Richert--Revati-prana-natha dasa

   Kevin Douglas--Kesisatru dasa
   Be sure to instruct them on the ten offenses and their obligation to chant at least 16 rounds daily, without fail. You may send their beads to Rupanuga Maharaja for chanting, and you may hold a fire yajna in the temple.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

  Letter to: Amarendra

                                --

                              Bombay

                          21 March, 1974

Gainesville

Dear Amarendra,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the devotees recommended by you for first initiation, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Don Ronsse--__ das Adhikari

   Lisa Ronss--Candrt devi dasi

   Heidi Ranebhy--Nagari devi dasi

   Their beads may be chanted on by Rupanuga Maharaja. You may hold a fire yajna and speak about avoiding the ten offenses in chanting. Please instruct these students in all ways so that they can advance nicely in your care in Krsna Consciousness.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Bahudak

                                --

                              Bombay

                          21 March, 1974

Vancouver

Dear Bahudak,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted for first initiation the following devotee recommended by you:

   David McLeod--Devagiri das

   You may send his beads to be chanted on by Jagadisa. Be sure to instruct him in the avoidance of the ten offenses and how he has now vowed in all seriousness never to fall down on the four sinful activities.

   I have also accepted one devotee, Prabhupada dasa Adhikari, for second initiation, upon your recommendation. Please impress on him that this second initiation is not awarded cheaply or automatically, and that he must be very strict in following the regulative principles of bhakti yoga. I am enclosing a sacred thread and gayatri mantra. Have him hear the tape of me chanting in the right ear. I have also accepted Riddha das Brahmacari for second initiation.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Balavanta

                                --

                              Bombay

                          21 March, 1974

Atlanta

Dear Balavanta,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the devotees for first initiation according to your recommendations, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Gene Johnson--Jvarajit dasa

   Ron Brunch--Ramanotsuka dasa

   Elaine Magyer--Titiksa devi dasi

   You may send their beads to Rupanuga Maharaja for chanting. Instruct them carefully in avoiding the ten offenses, and make sure that they and everyone in the temple is chanting at least 16 rounds daily, without fail.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Hasyakari

                                --

                              Bombay

                          21 March, 1974

ISKCON Buffalo

Dear Hasyakari,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of names recommended by your for first initiation. On your word I have accepted them as my disciples and their spiritual names are as follows.

   Philip Cote--Phanamandita dasa

   Keith Weber--Kalpavrksa dasa

   Ron Burnstein--Muktakesa dasa

   Cheryl Denbroff--Siladitya devi dasi

   Candy Burton--Kamya devi dasi

   Pam Parker--Padmahara devi dasi

   You may send their beads to Rupanuga Maharaja for chanting. Hold a fire yajna in the temple and impress on all these new devotees that they must chant at least 16 rounds daily, without fail and refrain from the four sinful activities. If one observes just these principles he will be rapid progress in spiritual life.

   I am also accepting the following devotees for second initiation: Krpamaya das Brahmacari and Gopinatha devi dasi. I am enclosing one sacred thread and gayatri mantra. Get the tape of me chanting the gayatri and have them hear it in the right ear. This initiation should be taken very seriously, and those who accept it have to prove exemplary or it will become a farce.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

  Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                              Bombay

                          21 March, 1974

Toronto

Dear Jagadisa,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted those devotees who you have recommended for first initiation, and their spiritual names are as follows.

   Keith Haslar--Kamsahanta dasa

   Lorraine Haslar--Lokadrsti devi dasi

   Drew--Duryodhana guru dasa
   Be sure to carefully train them in offenseless chanting, by avoidance of the ten offenses to chanting. You may chant on their beads and hold a fire yajna. Hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

N.B. I am also enclosing sacred thread and gayatri initiation for the following second initiate recommendations. Girijadhava das Brahmacari, Kasi ram das Brahmacari, Taraknath das Brahmacari, Taraknath das Brahmacari and Sukra das Brahmacari. Have them hear the tape of the mantra in the right ear. I think you are aware that this second initiation should be taken very gravely and not childishly, so please impress upon them their new obligations.
   At this time I am also sending you two accepted initiates from the Regina, Canada center as follows:

    Norman Allard--Nandikesvara dasa,

    Linda Allard--Mandari devi dasi.
Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                              Bombay

                          23 March, 1974

Cleveland

Dear Batua Gopala,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the devotees recommended by you for first initiations, and their spiritual names are as follows.

   Dan McGready--Divyanga dasa

   Michelle--Maharajani devi dasi

   Paula--Pramada devi dasi

   Their beads may be chanted on by Jagadisa Prabhu. Please impress upon them that their chant must avoid the ten offenses, and that they must chant the minimum 16 rounds without fail, and be very careful to keep themselves free of the four sinful activities. They are in your charge so you must set the example.

   I am also sending gayatri and sacred thread for Rasikhananda das Brahmacari for his second initiation, and also Gauranga devi dasi.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Bhakti

                                --

                              Bombay

                          23 March, 1974

San Diego

Dear Bhakti das,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received from you the name of one devotee recommended for second initiation, Santipani devi dasi. So I am enclosing one gayatri mantra. Have her hear the mantra through the right ear, of me chanting gayatri. I have already cautioned you that the second initiation should be given out only when you are certain that the devotee is really following all our principles, so now instruct her further on the seriousness of following the regulative principles of Krsna Consciousness. All the devotees there are in your charge so by your example they will best be encouraged to enthusiastic advancement.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Damodara

                                --

                          Bombay, India

                          23 March, 1974

Dear Damodara, 

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the devotee recommended by you for first initiation and his spiritual name is as follows:           Douglas Duty,...Dandi dasa

   His beads may be chanted on by Rupanuga Maharaja. Please hold a fire yajna and speak to him on the ten offenses against chanting… 

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Govinda

                                --

                              Bombay

                          23 March, 1974

Chicago

Dear Govinda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the devotees recommended by you for first initiation, and their spiritual names are as follows.

   Miriam--Mekhala devi dasi

   Linda--Lalana devi dasi

   Ron--Ranganatha dasa

   Ruth--Ruci devi dasi

   Have their beads chanted on by Jagadisa Prabhu. Our whole Krsna Consciousness rests on following the regulative principles, chanting 16 rounds at least, daily and without fail, and avoiding the four sinful activities. Without following the regulative principles, so called devotional service is simply a disturbance. So be sure to always take care of the devotees in your charge in this respect.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                              Bombay

                          23 March, 1974

New Vrindaban

Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received from you the name of one devotee recommended for second initiation, namely Anadih das Brahmacari. So I am enclosing sacred thread and gayatri mantra. Have him hear the tape of me chanting the mantra through his right ear…. 

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Bhagavan

                                --

                              Bombay

                          24 March, 1974

Dear Bhagavan das,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received the names of the devotees recommended by you for first initiation, and upon your word I have accepted them as my disciples. There new spiritual names are as follows.

   Francine Steinberg--Rangini devi

   Jenny Gilbert--Jagatkirti devi

   Danielle Mary--Dandakesa devi

   Maureene Remila--Mandahasa devi

   You may chant on their beads and hold a fire yajna in the temple. As GBC you must see that they and all the devotees in the temples are first of all chanting at least 16 rounds on beads. Be sure they are aware of the ten offenses to chanting, and that they reamin enthusiastic about improving their devotional service in that way.

   I have accepted for second initiation Sakirta das and Dayamrgya das and have enclosed sacred threads and gayatri mantra. Have them hear the tape of me saying the mantra through the right ear.
   I will be eager to hear regular reporting from you on activities in your zone, which you may send to me at my Bombay address.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Dayananda

                                --

                              Bombay

                          24 March, 1974

Dallas Gurukula

Dear Dayananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received you written note of 3.8.74 with names for initiation. I have accepted the devotees named by you as my disciples and their spiritual names are as follows

   Sherry--Syamalangi devi

   Debbie--Dyuti devi

   Gary--Giri dasa
   It is very pleasing to me to accept also some of our older Gurukula students who you have recommended as ready for initiation. Ekendra das Brahmacari and Dvarakadhisa dasa Brahmacari have already been given their spiritual names by me. Catton--Katyayana das Brahmacari, and Lisa--Manisa devi, are also now initiated devotees. All initiated devotees must chant at least 16 rounds daily, without fail. Now that they are initiated there is no question of not doing their rounds. You may hold a fire yajna and Jagadisa Prabhu may chant on their beads. In court when a person swears to tell the truth he can be punished by perjury if he does not take it seriously and tells a lie, so those who will promise before the deity to follow the rules and regulations of initiated disciples will be punished if they fail to do so. I am certain, however, that under your able guidance all the boys and girls are enthusiastic in their duties for Krsna.

   I have received your recommendation for second initiation for Ram Gopala and Baladeva. das Brahmacaris. I am enclosing sacred thread for them as well as gayatri. Have them hear the tape of me chanting gayatri through the right ear. I will be pleased to hear your latest reports from Gurukula.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Gopijanavallabha

                                --

                              Bombay

                          16 April, 1974

Brooklyn

Dear Gopijanavallabha,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 3, 1974. The names submitted by you for initiation of devotees in our New York temple are duly accepted by me. The spiritual names of my new disciples are as follows:

   Charles Schisler--Caturvyuha dasa

   Edward D. Schindler--Indriyesa dasa

   Humberto Colonia--Hunkara dasa

   Joe Fairbank--Janesvara dasa

   Nick D'Angelo--Nirantara dasa

   Peter Drivas--Preraka dasa

   Walter Bryant--Uttariyadhara dasa

   Wayne Boyd--Vipramukhya dasa

   Roy Edwards--Ramabhadra dasa
   Now so many new devotees have to be carefully kept and instructed so from the beginning they chant 16 rounds daily without fail and always keep the four prohibitive principles very strictly. The GBC man, Bali Mardan may chant on their beads and you may hold a fire yajna in the temple.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                          21 April, 1974

Bhaktivedanta Manor

Dear Hamsaduta,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your GBC report of April 11, 1974…   I am also enclosing the names of 13 new disciples recommended by your. This is the result of our preaching propaganda, when our family members increase. Now be very careful to see to the growth and protection of the devotional creeper of these new devotees in your charge.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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copy to ISKCON Heidelberg

Letter to: Ajita

                                --

                              Bombay

                          29 April, 1974

Stockholm

Dear Ajita,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 9 April.

   The devotees recommended by you for initiation are accepted by me as my disciples, and their new spiritual names are as follows:

   Arne Ekstrand--Aristahe das

   Lena Nilsson--Sriharini dasi

   Inga Scavenius--Iccha dasi
   Be sure to instruct them on chanting at least 16 rounds daily and avoiding the four offenses--as that is the life of Krishna Consciousness. We get devotees after much difficulty, now you have to keep them nicely and see they are always engaged in serving Krsna.

   I want to come to Stockholm on my upcoming European tour. Bhagavan das has been arranging a number of festivals for me to speak at as well as meeting important people in Rome, Paris and Geneva. Please get in touch with him and if possible schedule a meeting with some important men of your country who may be interested in understanding the science of Krsna. Of course hardly anyone is interest in achieving his real self interest, love of Krsna, but our presentation is so scientific that learned persons are appreciating it all over the world. So if some of the leading citizens of Stockholm want to meet with me, or if you can arrange a festival with Bhagavan das and Hamsaduta then I can include it on my tour. Please fix up a time when I can come conveniently as after visiting Paris I shall be free to come to Germany and Stockholm also if you like. You can write me care of our Vrindaban temple where I am going in a few days.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Sudama

                                --

                               Rome

                           26 May, 1974

Honolulu

My dear Sudama Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of letters from devotees of Hawaii ISKCON dated 4.23.74.

   Based on their declarations of sincerely following all the prescribed Vaisnava regulations for one year, and on your recommendation, I have accepted Jagat Prabhu das, Praghosa das, Kanva das and Nitai Gauracandra das for second initiation and I have enclosed sacred thread and gayatri. You were present in Hawaii when I was there and was particularly stressing that the presidents must be very careful on recommending gayatri initiation. After all, we are criticizing false cast brahmanas, if we ourselves are bogus brahmanas then our position is very bad. Now that we are more and more trying to implement the varnasrama divisions of society, we should not think that everyone has to become a brahmana. For example you are developing a farm there; so those who work the farm do not necessarily have to be a brahmana if they are not inclined to the brahminical standards. In this way, be careful about awarding the second initiation.
   In my upcoming touring programs I am going to attend Rathayatra in Australia from June 26 until about July 2, then I am going to the U.S. for Rathayatra. So it may be that I will break my journey in Hawaii and see you then. I shall inform you further. Please keep me informed of all developments with the land and devotees there. I will be in Paris from June 6, to June 15.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                               Rome

                           27 May, 1974

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 29, 1974.

   On your recommendation I have accepted Robbie Bernstein and James Steelman a my initiated disciples, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Robbie--Rajendra dasa

   James--Jvarajit dasa
   Please work with them carefully so they will always keep up chanting their rounds and remain enthusiastic to follow the principles.

   I am also accepting Jogindra vandana for second initiation who has been initiated for two years. I want to stress to you to be very cautious about giving me recommendation for second initiation. There are four orders of life, it is not that everyone has to be a brahmana just because he has been initiated 1 or 2 or any number of years. Especially if one cannot even rise early for mangala arati he should never be given brahminical initiation. All your programs are encouraging to me and keep sending me information.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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  Letter to: Trai

                                --

                               Rome

                           27 May, 1974

Boston

My dear Trai das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 25, 1974.

   Upon your recommendation I have accepted Neal Buyers as my initiated disciple and his new spiritual name is Niranjana dasa. Keep him carefully now. Krsna Consciousness means to create ideal men, so you must set the example in following the rules and chanting Hare Krsna mantra and see that others are doing it also.

   I am enclosing brahmana threads and gayatri mantra for Adi Kesava das and Vivasvan das. You must be very careful before you award the brahminical thread by recommending a man to me. Now that we are dividing our society into the four orders as much as possible, it is not that every man has to be made a brahmana after a year. Especially if one cannot even get up early and go to mangala arati he cannot become a brahmana. So consider it carefully before you recommend further men to me. Sometime in the past Rupanuga Maharaja reported that you were not sending him regular reports so he could compile his GBC report to me; please cooperate with him in this so our huge organization can run smoothly in all its parts.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Geneva

                           31 May, 1974

Seattle

My dear Sukadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge your letter of April 16, 1974.

   I am glad to accept the devotees recommended by you for first initiation, and their new spiritual names are as follows:

    1.
Jerry S. Macdougal--Jalakara dasa 

    2.
Michael Askvig--Manusuta dasa 

    3.
Allen Conticchio--Anagha dasa 

    4.
Deborah Conticchio--Dhanasri dasi 

   Now take good care of these devotees so that they they remain always enthusiastically engaged in chanting, hearing, reading our books and following the regulative principles.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Jayatirtha

                                --

                              Geneva

                           2 June, 1974

Los Angeles

My dear Jayatirtha,

   Please accept my blessings. As you know, since the March GBC meeting in Mayapur you have been asked to manage affairs of the west coast U.S. zone until a permanent GBC man for that zone could be selected. From my careful observation of your activities especially in Los Angeles and the other temples, I can understand that you are doing very well as GBC representative for the west coast. Therefore I am appointing you as the regular GBC representative with full standing, for heading affairs in the western region of the U.S.A. I have already instructed the president of the Seattle temple in a recent letter, to sent new initiates beads to you for chanting. I know you will discharge the duties of GBC with full responsibility, especially seeing that the spiritual life in the temples is not neglected. I am having my secretary send a newsletter to all GBC informing them of your regular GBC status.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                              Paris

                           8 June, 1974

Bhaktivedanta Manor

My dear Hamsaduta,

   Please accept my blessings.

   Syamasundara has voluntarily suspended his responsibility as GBC and I am enclosing my letter to him in this regard. So you may continue as GBC. So I have asked Syamasundara to tell the others to cooperate and I am sure this will alleviate all party feeling.

   We have to keep Krsna always in the center, and then although there are disturbances and sometimes fall downs we will be able to work together and keep our society intact. Some people recommend that in the face of so many nasty thoughts which occur in material thinking, we should try to become "thoughtless", but this is never possible. Our Krishna Consciousness principle is not to become thoughtless but to purify the thinking to always thinking of Krishna. So try to spread and encourage this philosophy of thinking of Krsna, after thoroughly assimilating it yourself.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. I have accepted for initiation the devotees recommended by you and their new spiritual names are as follows:

Matthew Norton--Manihara dasa

Ann Norton--Amekhala devi dasi

   You may chant on their beads.
   So we are awaiting your sending us plane tickets so we may leave on the 16th June for Frankfurt, Germany.

   ACBS.sdg

Letter to: Ravindra Svarupa

                                --

                              Paris

                           9 June, 1974

Philadelphia

My dear Ravindra Svarupa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter of May 14, received in Paris.

   I have accepted on your recommendation the three devotees as my duly initiated disciples, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Patti--Pattarajni devi

   Donna--Dantadhara devi

   Lois--Atura devi

   I have also accepted your recommendation for Vanamali prabhu to take second initiation. Enclosed is one sacred thread and gayatri mantra. Have him hear the tape of my chanting the mantra, in his right ear. The beads of the initiated devotees may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Maharaja.
   I am glad to hear you are holding a larger Ratha yatra this year. Your multifarious activities in Krsna Consciousness in Philadelphia sound very good. We have so many engagements, therefore I have asked that the political program be stopped as it was creating too much separate effort separate brain, separate money from our regular ISKCON program. I shall be coming to the U.S. in July and perhaps you can see me in Chicago or later in New Vrindaban.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Rsabhadeva

                                --

                              Paris

                           9 June, 1974

Laguna Beach

My dear Rsabhadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter of May 4, 1974, just received here in Paris.

   I have accepted as my disciples the devotees recommended by you and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Gary--Gopta dasa

   Joe--Jyotirganesvara dasa

   Peter--Padmagarbha dasa

   Steve--Stavapriya dasa

   Paya--Papaharinidevi

   Rebecca--Rangavalli devi
   Jayatirtha prabhu may chant on their beads and you may hold a fire yajna. Initiation means to begin so now these devotees, under your supervision must take the vow with utmost seriousness to chant everyday at least 16 rounds on beads and to refrain from the four sinful activities.

   I have also accepted Bhojadeva dasa and Hrsikesa dasa for second initiation trusting that you have carefully examined their devotional behavior for the past year and that they have not deviated from the regulative principles. It is not that automatically we have to award a devotee second initiation after he has been with us for a certain time, but the qualifications have to be there. Enclosed find their threads duly chanted on by me and gayatri mantra. Have them hear the mantra in the right ear with the tape I have made.
Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Sahadeva

                                --

                              Paris

                           9 June, 1974

Houston

My dear Sahadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 13, 1974.

   On your recommendation I have accepted the devotee submitted by you as my duly initiated disciple. His new spiritual name is as follows: Bruce Dickmeyer--Bhusaya dasa.

   I understand this is the second time you are submitting the names of Siddhavidya and Kirticandra for second initiation and that you have seriously considered their eligibility for brahminical status. Therefore I will accept them as brahmanas, and the sanctified threads are enclosed as well as gayatri mantra. Have them listen to the tape of me chanting the mantra. The beads of the new initiates may be chanted on by Jagadisa Prabhu. I understand you are situated in a new building. You may send me pictures.

   Now find enclosed a letter from a life member from Hyderabad, India. He writes that he is going to Houston, Texas for health treatment and he is asking that he and his wife and medical attendant be put up at the temple for room and board for one and a half months. I have written him that he may stay at our temple but I do not know if it is suitable for him. You can consider whether it is actually possible in your present circumstances to house a man and his wife as well as another companion. If the conditions are too crowded you may write to him and in any case let him know the actual situation in Houston. Let me know the further result of this.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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  Letter to: Jayatirtha

                                --

                            Frankfurt

                          18 June, 1974

Los Angeles

My dear Jaya Tirtha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter of May 25, 1974 with the list of names for initiation.
   I appreciate that you say you have very carefully considered the names and the candidates have had several interviews and written statements before you would consider them, both for first and second initiation. I am especially concerned that the second initiation not be taken cheaply and devotees who do not even rise early be recommended for brahmana. Therefore I have accepted the devotees recommended by you and their new spiritual names are as follows:

   John Maley--Caitanya Simha dasa

   Rhonda Maley--Racitambara-devi

   Eugene Edwards--Urjasvat dasa

   Mark Molinero--Mahesvasa dasa

   Kathryn Ruesnik--Kusala devi

   Joe Masters--Jitamrtyu dasa

   Sharamine Bruce--Sailodgata devi

   Alfredo Ruiz--Abhipraya dasa

   Michael Pickup--Manya dasa

   You may hold a fire yajna and chant on their beads and impress on them they are taking vows before Radha-Krsna, the spiritual master and the Vaisnavas. They must always chant at least 16 rounds daily and avoid the four sinful activities.

   The brahmanas threads and gayatri are enclosed for brahmacaris Hasyapriya, Bopadeva, Dharmaksetra and Anila and the girls Meena Arcana, Pancali, Mulaprakrti, and Mahati devi.
Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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   Letter to: Bhakta dasa

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           8 July, 1974

San Francisco

My dear Bhakta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I have gladly accepted for first initiation those devotees recommended by you and their spiritual names are as follows.

   Tom Guild--Tatvavit dasa

   Art Yri--Acyuta dasa

   Debbie Yarber--Dhanistha devi

   Leaf--Lila smaranam devi

   Bala--Bala dasa
   Now be sure these devotees know and vow to follow the four rules and that they are chanting at least 16 rounds daily. Initiation does not mean they have completed all spiritual perfection and now they can relax but it means now they have begun spiritual life. If they are true to their vows they will _ all perfection in this life and be eligible to go back to home back to Godhead.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:sdg

PS. I have also accepted Charles and Alice French for first initiation and Sriman Brikasanga das Raksana das, Srimate Havirdani dasi and Kamatavi dasi for second initiation.
   Now go on following all the regulative principles and enthusiastically engage yourselves twentyfour hours in the service of Sri Sri Radha and KRSNA. Alice's spiritual name is Atma-maya dasi and Charlie's is Tapan Misra das.
Letter to: Adi-kesava:

                                --

                              Bombay

                          26 July, 1974

Boston

My Dear Adi Kesava das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 19.7.74. Regarding the boys for initiation, I have initiated them a follows:

   Andrew Lerra--Agrani (the foremost)

   James Newcomb--Naksatranemi (surrounded by stars--Lord Visnu)

   Richard Corbeil--Satangati

   So you can have their beads chanted upon by Kirtanananda Swami. My only request is that you see that our men strictly are carrying out my instructions regarding following the rules and regulations.

   I thank you for your invitation for your new temple opening. I am now in India and I shall write to you about my future itinerary.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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  Letter to: Balavanta:

                                --

                              Bombay

                          26 July, 1974

Atlanta

My Dear Balavanta das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 9, 1974 and have noted the contents. Regarding the initiations, I am pleased to inform you that I have initiated them as follows:

   Mike Munoz--Mahejya das

   Linda Hynes--Naradi devi dasi

   Doreen Mercado--Dhara devi dasi

   So you can have their beads chanted upon by Kirtanananda Swami. My only request is that you see to it that all our men are strictly following the rules and regulations as I have given. I am only concerned for your spiritual life.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Sudama :

                                --

                              Bombay

                          26 July, 1974

Honolulu

My Dear Sudama Maharaja:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 18, 1974 and have noted the contents. Regarding the initiations, I have duly initiated them as follows:

   Matt Johnson--Mahaksa

   Greg Price--Daksa

   Rick Parish--Rtu

   Mike--Manohara

   I also accept Sukhi devi for twice born brahmana initiation. So you can chant on the beads as it is required and hold a fire sacrifice and let the new brahmana hear the mantra through the right ear from the tape of my recording.
   More when we meet in Vrindaban. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Dayananda:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                          8 August, 1974

Vrindaban

My Dear Dayananda das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 10, 1974 and have noted the contents. Regarding the candidates for first initiation, I have initiated them as follows:

   Gary Dallman--Gambhira

   Mike Mitchell--Mahavaraha

   Butch Eichelburger--Bhusaya

   Hector Veriell--Hemanga

   Christina Kennedy--Krsna devi dasi
   Please see to it that they follow strictly the rules and regulations as I have given you.

   Regarding the second initiations, I am especially concerned that the second initiations not be taken cheaply. Brahmins are expected to rise early in the morning and follow strictly all the devotional practices. So I am enclosing the sanctified sacred threads and mantra sheets for Niragadev das, Paratpara das, Rajarshi das, Nirnasa das, and also a sheet for Vrajaraja devi dasi. So hold a fire yajna and impress upon them that they are taking vows before Radha and Krsna, the spiritual master, and Vaisnavas. Everyone must always chant 16 rounds and follow the four regulative principles.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                          9 August, 1974

Seattle

My Dear Sukadeva das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 2, 1974 and have noted the contents. You have mentioned that you want to write a book, but instead of writing books, you should read and explain my books to others. Reading and writing are the same, sravanam kirtanam vishnoh.

   You say that Krsna is sending you only one new devotee every six months, but He says in the Bhagavad gita that out of millions of men one only becomes a devotee. You have sent a list of six men for initiation, so why you are disappointed? Do not think of changing the place. Stick to that place and chant Hare Krishna. Krsna will send more men, rest assured. Devotees may come or not come, but you do your duty.

   The men you have recommended I accept as my disciples, and their name are as follows:

   John Philion--Jyotiraditya dasa

   Shannon Philion--Sarada

   Sherman Alston--Shasta dasa

   Karen Alston--Krsnapriya dasi

   Eric Thomas--Aja dasa

   John Rowe--Jagadadija dasa
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Abhirama:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         16 August, 1974

Coconut Grove, Florida

My Dear Abhirama das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 15, 1974 and have noted the contents. I have accepted the students upon your recommendation as my initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are as follows:

   David Milo Cramer--Dhruva das

   Ernest Czwal--Drsta das

   Thomas Gribble--Takrahari

   John Paul Gribble--Jagatsakha

   Ron Jermakakian--Rajakari

   Joseph Rizzo--Ragaputra

   Jerome Schein--Srisa

   Joseph Cyril Streb--Sarvopama

   Marsha Bryant--Manini

   Aurora Gribble--Akancani

   Farnie Spottswood--Srutirupa devi dasi

   Donna Tonkinson--Drsya

   John Jill--Jambavan
   As you have suggested, you may hold a fire sacrifice and the beads may be chanted upon by Rupanuga Prabhu. You should impress upon the new disciples that they are taking vows before Radha and Krsna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas. They must always chant at least 16 rounds daily and avoid the four sinful activities.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         16 August, 1974

Cleveland

My Dear Batu Gopala Das: I have received your letter dated 3.8.74.

   Please accept my blessings. It is all right that you have remained there to do your duty. One should not leave a place if there is important business to do. That should be the principle. Here the temple opening has been postponed until the temple and asrama are fully completed. Yes, send the photos of your Deities, and I shall offer my obeisances.

   Regarding the art of management, constant changing is not good. Even if there is some fault in management it should be corrected, not changed. Besides that, Vaisnava philosophy is that everyone is addressed as prabhu, or master. Everyone should consider himself the servant of the other. That will make management very nice.

   Yes, you remain there in Cleveland permanently and manage it very nicely. That will please me.

   Regarding the restaurant, you should not name it as you have suggested, but "Hare Krishna Restaurant." That should be the name. In each restaurant there should be the picture of Lord Caitanya, and the foods should be offered and distributed to the respected customers. There should also be a tape recorder playing the Sankirtana in mild voice.

   Regarding the secretary for the Central Zone, I have now re-appointed Jagadisa Prabhu who has returned from India.

   Regarding the devotees whom you have recommended, I accept them upon your recommendation and their initiated names are as follows:

   John Haslett--Halayudha

   Marjorie Haslett--Manovega devi

   Chris Hayes--Khangi
   Please see to it that they follow the regulative principles strictly. That is your responsibility.

   You may send the photos of your Deities here to Vrindaban.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Mahamsa:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         16 August, 1974

Hyderabad

My Dear Mahamsa Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 12, 1974. Regarding the initiations I have accepted them as my disciples and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Krishna das--Kauravesvara

   Ravindra--Raghavendra

   You may hold a fire sacrifice and chant on their beads and impress upon them they are taking vows before Radha and Krsna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas. They must always chant 16 rounds daily and avoid the four sinful activities.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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  Letter to: Bhagavan:

Letter to: Hrdayananda

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         17 August, 1974

Mexico

My Dear Hrdayananda das Goswami:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 16, 1974 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I have accepted the following students as my initiated disciples, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   CARACAS:

    Walter--Vanasancari das;

    Miguel--Munipriya das;

    Elba--Adhara das;

    Thais--Tadakari das;

    Janoski-Jayahatakosthaka das

   SAN JUAN:

    Magaly--Manohara dasi;

    Americo--Adhari das;

    Guillermo--Gopa das

   SANTO DOMINGO:

    Rafael--Rasakeli dasi;

    Ramon--Rajivalicana das

   MEXICO:

    Orasess--Prabhudas;

    Miguel Angel--Mantri das;

    Fernando--Kutahanta das;

    Georgina--Jaladhosa dasi;

    Malena--Mathura dasi.
   I am also enclosing sacred threads and sheets for Havi das, Purujit das, Urdhvabhaga das (CARACAS); and SAN JUAN; Raghupatiprana das, Vaisnavananda das, and Bhuvana Rasini das; TSKP--Kirtideva das.

   So hold fire sacrifices and you may chant on the beads. Impress upon the students that they are taking vows before Radha and Krsna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas. Everyone must always chant 16 rounds.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs                             

                            Vrindaban

                         21 August, 1974

Paris

My Dear Bhagavan das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of all the letters requesting initiations. I am pleased that you are treating this matter of initiation as a serious business. I have accepted the following as my disciples:

   BOYS

    Amyot, Robert--Avyaya das

    Cochet, Gerard--Krtajna das

    Bouvant, Bernard--Bhutakrd das

    Brinster, Phillipe--Bhima das

    Mougard, Yves--Mahabala das

    Perrin, Jean--Prakasatma das

    Verraes, Jurgen--Viruha das

    Voyer, Bernard--Vrsakrti das

   GIRLS

    Chabaud, Odile--Sasvatpavana dasi

    Giralt, Carmen Guptalaya dasi

    Heudebourg, Marie--Homavatsala

    Jako, Gislaine--Jalapriyadasi

    Schaufuss, Ann--Satarupa dasi

    Vautier, Annie--Visesa dasi

   I am also enclosing a sanctified thread and mantra sheet for the second initiation of Abhinanda das.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Dina Bandhu:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        3 September, 1974

Portland

My Dear Dina Bandhu dasa Adhikari:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 15, 1974 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I have accepted as my initiated disciples the following devotees and their names are:

    1.
Ed--Edhaniyasvabhava das 

    2.
Pat--Pati das 

    3.
Linda--Lila devi 

   Also enclosed are sanctified threads for Mahi Barta das, Krta krta das, Sarva das, Sretha das, Now hold a fire sacrifice and impress upon the devotees that they are taking vows before Radha and Krsna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas. Everyone should attend mangal arati and chant 16 rounds daily.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to: Rsabhadeva:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        3 September, 1974

Laguna Beach

My Dear Rsabhadeva das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 16.8.74 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and their names are as follows:

    1.
David Bowmar--Dhanviganesa das 

    2.
Kenneth Venezia--Kalanka das 

    3.
James Sullivan--Jagattraya das 

    4.
Walter Parry--Vrndapati das 

    5.
Michael Matlock--Mangaladata das 

    6.
Christina Wroth--Kriyasakti devi 

   Please see that they strictly follow all the principles, chanting 16 rounds daily. This is also for the older disciples as well.

   Yes, as you have suggested Dr. Wolf-Rotkay can write to me requesting initiation.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Taittiriya

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        15 September, 1974

Brooklyn

My dear Taittiriya dasi:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 11, 1974 and I have also received your contribution of $200. So from your letter it appears that the negotiations for the Park Avenue place are almost nearing completion. As soon as we get opportunity of opening Gaurange Hall, the whole society will worship you as the goddess of fortune. I can read your mind that you are developing devotional attributes very nicely. So do not fail to chant regularly 16 rounds and follow the devotional practices together with your husband. And, I have advise your husband to initiate you by tape record hearing for your second initiation. The mantra sheet is enclosed.
   So work together husband and wife diligently and pray to Krsna to help you. He is sitting in your heart and will surely give you good intelligence, as soon as He finds that you are engaged in His service with faith and love. Our Krsna is not a dead God as with other things. He is the supreme living being and very affectionate to His devotees. He is the responsive cooperator with our activities. So stick to His lotus feet as advised by Lord Caitanya.

   So our foundation is very nice on the platform of Krsna consciousness. I am sometimes thinking of your grandmother who is so kind to me like my mother and I am looking forward to our meeting together in Japan. It will be a great event when we meet together for a greater program in Japan. I have got very good respect for Japanese people. So far I have met the Japanese boys and girls in our temple there, they are so well behaved that I was astonished that they were more respectful than my direct disciples. I think there is great prospect to spread Krsna consciousness in Japan as well as China, because both China and Japan belong to oriental culture. A little endeavor tactfully in pushing Krsna consciousness in these two countries will be sure advancement. This is my conviction. Always think how to do it, and Krsna will give you intelligence. Let us perform this noble activity for the successful termination of this human form of life. Our project is to help the whole human society without any bodily conception of life.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Gopijanavallabha

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        19 September, 1974

Brooklyn

My Dear Gopijanavallabha dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 30, 1974 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am initiating the following disciples. You must see that they strictly follow the regulative principles, the four prohibitions as well as the devotional practices of arising early, taking morning bath, putting on tilaka, attending mangal arati, chanting japa 16 rounds, and attending Srimmad Bhagavatam class. This is the duty of all my initiated disciples, whether they are big or they are small. Actually in our movement there is no such thing as big or small. Everyone is a devotee. So everyone is expected to follow the devotional practices. Here in Vrindaban I am enjoying my disciples how they are speaking. So two times daily everyone must attend the classes. During the morning and evening times there should be no business, simply kirtana, chant, dance, and be purified. Do not be paramahamsa that now I haven't got to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita. Don't be a better paramahamsa than your Guru Maharaja. I go and sit and I enjoy the lectures and how they are performing kirtana. So as I am doing, you must also do.

   Everyone can become a first class speaker. Simply cram the purports of my books. The references are there, the philosophy is there. Everything is there. So if you do it, everyone will be pleased with your speaking.

   The names are: Avritt Brown (Alankara das); Conrad Joseph (Kundali das); Edward Kelly (Adarsi dasa); Richard Masla (Rasatala dasa); William Oliveres (Viprahita dasa); Glenn Covin (Gunabhrt dasa); Luis Martinez (Lokasaksi dasa); Andrea Martinez (Atapatrini devi dasi); Inge Graves (Isa devi dasi)

   I am also accepting upon your recommendation Rasaraj and Indriyesa das as twice initiated brahmanas. Enclosed are the sanctified threads and a mantra sheet. See that they and all brahmanas say the gayatri mantra three times daily.

   So hold a fire sacrifice and let them hear the mantra from my tape recording through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Gurukrpa:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        19 September, 1974

Tokyo

My Dear Gurukrpa Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I have received your request through Bhagavan das to initiate the following as twice initiated brahmanas. Upon your recommendation I accept them. Enclosed are the sanctified threads and the mantra sheet for Vamsivadana Suvasa das and Nischintya das.

   You can hold a fire sacrifice and they can hear the mantra from my tape recording through the right ear. They must chant the mantra three times daily.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

   Letter to: Mahamsa:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        19 September, 1974

Hyderabad

My Dear Mahamsa Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I have seen your letter to Bhagavan das and upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the following as twice initiated brahmanas: Sriman Vasugosh das and Madhavendra Puri das. Enclosed are their mantra sheets and sanctified threads. You can hold a fire sacrifice and they can hear the mantra from my tape recording through the right hear. The mantra must be murmured at three times daily.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Adi-kesava:

                                --

                             Calcutta

                        24 September, 1974

Boston

My Dear Adi Kesava Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 2, 1974 with enclosed letters from the initiates. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples.

    1.
Ted Prior--Tatpara dasa 

    2.
Louis Soules--Ladhvamsi dasa 

   Also, I am accepting the second initiation of Bhudhara dasa, Prthusrava dasa, and Narindra dasa. Enclosed are the sanctified threads and the mantra sheet. The beads may be chanted upon by a sannyasi or GBC man. You should hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees, and they can hear the mantra through the right ear. The mantra should be recited three times daily.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Madhudvisa:

                                --

                             Calcutta

                        25 September, 1974

Glebe, Australia

My Dear Madhudvisa Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated dated September 6, 1974 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples.

    1.
Mr. Ashok Jeram Patel--Astasiddhi dasa 

    2.
Ian Saller--Yamalarjuna dasa 

   Please see to it that they follow strictly the four regulative principles and chant 16 rounds minimum daily on the beads.

   I hope this meets you in good health. You may chant on their beads.
Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                             Calcutta

                        25 September, 1974

Seattle

My Dear Sukadeva dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 12, 1974 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am accepting David Kiish as my disciple. His spiritual name is Damaghosa dasa. I am also accepting Abhinanda dasa Brahmacari for second initiation. Enclosed is his sanctified sacred thread and mantra sheet. Hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees and he can hear the mantra from my tape record through the right ear. For chanting on the beads, a sannyasi or GBC man can do it.
   Regarding your question that if I have ever said that the Society authorities must suffer for the devotees under their protection, no, I never said that.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Sri Govinda:

                                --

                             Mayapur

                        29 September, 1974

Evanston, Illinois

My Dear Sri Govinda:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letters dated September 5 & 9, 1974 with enclosed clippings of my visit to Chicago Ratha Yatra. The clippings are especially nice, and I am requesting that they be displayed here at Mayapur for our Gaura purnima festival. I very much liked your Chicago festival, and I encourage you to increase it next year. This ratha yatra festival is very dear to me from my very childhood days, so I very much appreciate your holding this festival in Chicago. If you have longer route and two or three cars it will be very good.

   Regarding your house, yes, you should purchase. Your hall is far better than Los Angeles, I think. You have installed the Deity there so nicely with all nice decorations, and I have seen how clean you are keeping it. And, the room was fully packed even the balcony. On the whole that building is just suitable for our purpose. Your scheme for collecting from the Indian community is all right and I approve the inscription for the plaques. Krsna is giving you all good facilities for spreading Krsna consciousness, and I can assure you that He will supply even more. You are a boy of great energy and the more you use your energy in Krsna's service, the more He will supply you, rest assured. So it is up to you how much you want to endeavor for Krsna's sake.

   Regarding the initiations, I accept for second initiation upon your recommendation Mrgendra dasa, Bhaktavasya dasi, Subhadra dasi, and Krsna mayi dasi. Enclosed are the thread and sheet. The following I accept as my disciples and their names are as follows:

    1.
Tom Obnibene--Trinakarta dasa; 2. Chuck Ryskamp--Cakri dasa; 3. Bill Byars--Visvatomukha dasa; 4. Lee Sutton--Lamala dasa; 5. Barb Sutton-Brmhani devi dasi. 

   Now hold a fire sacrifice and impress upon the devotees that they are taking vows before Radha Krsna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas. The beads may be chanted upon by a sannyasi or GBC man.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Kirtanananda :

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         5 October, 1974

New Vrindaban

My Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 24, 1974 with enclosed check for Dollars 500.00, color photos, building plans, and one letter and check for Dollars 50.00 forwarded by you. I was thinking that I have not received any check from Kirtanananda since considerable time passed, so immediately Krishna has sent the check. Thank you.

…Also regarding the devotees you have recommended, I have accepted them and their names are as follows: Mike Hoare--Manonatha dasa, Tony Riccardi--Tejomaya, Alfred Tarantino--Ajeya dasa, Terry Sheldon--Tapahpunja dasa, Catherine Conners--Khastha devi dasi. I have also accepted the following as twice initiated: Candramauli das, Krsna-sravana das, Gopinatha das, Krpacarya das, Vahna das, Cirantana das, Gomata devi dasi, Vidya devi dasi, Bhaktiniddhi devi dasi, Vrajasana devi dasi, Vrajeswara devi dasi, Visvadika devi dasi. The threads duly sanctified are enclosed. You can impress upon the initiates that they are taking vows at the fire sacrifice before Krishna and Radha, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas, so they should not deviate or fail to follow our principles.

   I Hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

cc: Tamala Krsna Goswami, New York

Rupanuga Prabhu, Miami

Letter to: Tulsi:

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         7 October, 1974

Los Angeles

My Dear Tulsi das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 29, 1974. I am glad to learn that all the programs are going on nicely. Especially the college programs. If they are helping with funds, then there is much scope.

   I am glad that you are taking the recommendation of new initiates very seriously, that they are writing essays. Yes, it is a serious matter. Not that let me take a spiritual master as a pet and I can do whatever I want. No, one must be prepared to follow the order of the spiritual master with life and soul.
   I accept the following for second initiation, and the sanctified threads are enclosed: 1. Hamsavatara. das Adhikari, 2. Sangita devi dasi, 3. Loka Saranga das Brahmacari, 4. Omkara dasi, 5. Manindra devi dasi, 6. Divya devi dasi. On your recommendation I accept the following for first initiation and their names are as follows:

    1.
Roger Villalaban--Ranapriya, 

    2.
Chuck--Ksetrajna dasa, 

    3.
Roger Barbour--Raksana dasa, 

    4.
Bob--Bhava dasa, 

    5.
Glenn--Guruttama dasa, 

    6.
Louis--Lohitaksa dasa, 

    7.
Diane--Diksavati devi dasi, 

    8.
Michelle--Mahavegavati devi dasi, 

    9.
Dawn--Devamata devi dasi, 

    10.
Andrea--Rasajna devi dasi, 

    11.
Francie--Phalini devi dasi. 

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Vajresvari

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         7 October, 1974

New Vrindaban

My Dear Vajresvari devi dasi:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 11, 1974 I have noted in your letter that you want to serve me. I only want that all you my disciples always think of Krishna and never forget Him for a moment. In this way you can conquer Krishna. He becomes so attracted by pure devotion that He gives Himself to His devotee. And if you get Krishna, then what you want more?

   How to think of Krishna that I have given, following the devotional practices and chanting 16 rounds minimum. We have also established worship of the Deity in our temple so that all day long one will automatically think of Krishna, He is so kind. So now Kirtanananda Maharaja has recommended you for twice born initiation. Dvija: (dvi means twice and ja means birth. Now you finish your old birth with the fire of Krishna consciousness. Worship Krishna with love. That is the qualification for Deity worship. If you love Krishna, you will worship Him very nicely.

   So follow Kirtanananda Maharaja in this connection. He can guide you. Our New Vrindaban scheme is meant for peaceful living, simple life of chanting Hare Krishna and becoming purified.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Ajita:

                                --

                           West Bengal

                         10 October, 1974

My Dear Ajita Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 2, 1974 and have noted the contents with pleasure. I am glad to learn that you are expanding all your activities, and I very much appreciate your efforts in this connection. Lord Caitanya will bless you.

   I am pleased to accept the following as my initiated disciples and their name are as follows: Per Jaderstrand--Prapujaka Dasa, and Margaretta Jaderstrand--Mahamedha Devi Dasi.

   Upon your recommendation I accept for second initiation Aristahe Das Brahmacari, and enclosed is his sanctified brahminical thread and the mantra sheet. When you hold the fire sacrifice, impress upon the devotees that they are taking vows before Radha and Krishna, the spiritual master, and the Vaisnavas, so it is a serious thing. The gayatri mantra should be heard from my tape recording through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Pusta Krsna:

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         16 October, 1974

Durban, South Africa

My Dear Pusta Krishna Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 24, 1974 and am glad to read the contents. Your success with the South Africans there is very good. I have initiated the boy and girl, and their spiritual names are as follows: Gokulendra dasa and Rocanai devi dasi. You can chant on their beads. You must get more South Africans to join and make our mission solid there. The Indians they are hopeless so far I have seen, so get the Europeans to join as many possible. Regarding the draft situation, let them go from the college to the temple. They can stay with us for some time and then go back and forth. In the colleges they can introduce our books. We are getting very good written appreciations from learned circles in USA of our books and many libraries and universities are ordering an open order all of the books as they are published.

   Regarding the book distribution to the Indians, yes that was my program. Hold a meeting and sell books. These books are not fiction or imagination. If the Indians like the authority of the books, take advantage and distribute profusely.

   I see in the photos of Gaura Nitai they are wearing lungis, but They wear dhotis. You have made it become a lungi.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Balavanta:

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         20 October, 1974

Atlanta

My Dear Balavanta das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 5, 1974 and have noted the contents. For naming your temple, our New Navadvipa is already there, and Navadvipa is the same as Mayapur. So your temple shall be named New Panihati. Panihati is the place where Gaura Nitai would assemble for Sankirtana performance and where Raghunath das Goswami supplied a big feast of prasadam for all the devotees.

   The book distribution should not be curtailed. You can first have a little chanting, then book distribution; but book distribution is also chanting.

   Upon your recommendation I accept the following as my initiated disciples and their names are: John Johnson--Jitakrodha dasa; Susan Neuoff--Surasa dasi; and Cindy Sacco--Svaha dasi. I also accept Naradi devi dasi for second initiation.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Sripati

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         28 October, 1974

Montreal

My Dear Sripati dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 6, 1974 with enclosed Deed of Sale. I am very glad that you have gotten this house. Now make it very nice for Krishna. It should be so attractive that people will want to go there and take advantage of this Krishna consciousness movement. Do not make it simply for comfortable living. Yes, if you distribute my books side by side than that is a very good arrangement, and your temple will be glorious in the city of Montreal. I will want to go there and visit you when I next come to the USA, so I will look forward to that.

   Since it is our own house, you can install large Deities. You can install big Deities like Chicago temple. Invite Kirtanananda Maharaja and Jagadisa Prabhu and have a nice ceremony.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting for brahminical initiation Ghosa Thakura dasa, Priya Bandhu dasa, Priya Bhakta dasa, Bhadra Priya dasi, Sadhvi dasi, and Mohini dasi. Enclosed are the sanctififed threads. I also accept for first initiation the following devotees and their names are: Paul Campbell--Puskaraksa dasa; Christian Thomas--Krtakrta dasa; Leona Bolivar--Lalita devi dasi; Marie Cadeau--Medhya devi dasi. Now hold a fire sacrifice and the gayatri mantra should be listened from my tape recordng through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Dayananda:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         1 November, 1974

Dallas

My Dear Dayananda das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letters dated September 27, 1974; nil; and October 15, 1974. I understand that due to financial needs you are doing Sankirtana party in order to raise funds. Regarding the solution to your getting the necessary funds as well as your request for men to lead the Sankirtana, this must be decided by the GBC and not myself. If they cannot solve this problem, then what is the meaning of GBC? They must arrange it for you to receive the necessary funds so that you do not have to be asking me for money. This is what I want. So you consult with them, and inform me the result.

   Regarding your recommendations for initiations, I accept the following as my disciples and their names are: Mike Pugh--Mayesa dasa; Beverly Pugh--Vaisnavapriya devi dasi; Raymond Crowe--Rajendranandana dasa; Jan Crowe--Lokahita devi dasi; Joe Torres--Jyotirmaya dasa; Raymond Kennedy--Ramadeva dasa; Dennis Winiker--Dhanurdhara dasa. I also accept for second initiation Subandhu dasa and Jayasri devi dasi, the sancitified thread and mantra sheets are enclosed.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                              Bombay

                        21 November, 1974

My Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 18th, 1974, with your recommendations for first and second initiations. The following are those who I have accepted as my disciples and they are to be given the Hare Nama Initiation. Their names are as follows. Jerry Boy--Janakisa Dasa. Bill Jones--Bimbadhara Dasa. Cris Hall--Krpamaya Dasa.

   So far these second initiations are concerned, I accept the following as duly initiated twice born Brahmans. Yajnabhuk Dasa. Lalitasakhi Devi Dasi. Rasa-lila Devi Dasi.

   The appropriate sacred thread and mantra sheets are enclosed. You can chant on the beads and hold a fire sacrifice and the Gayatri Mantra can be listened to through the right ear from my tape recording.
   I hope this meets you in good health,

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.vdd

Letter to: Madhudvisa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        21 November, 1974

My Dear Madhudvisa Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your two letters undated. And I am glad to learn that you are moving into your new Australian Headquarters and look forward to receiving your complete report.

   Regarding the initiations upon your recommendation I am accepting the devotees as my disciples and their spiritual names are as follows:


Brad - Bhuvanadhara Dasa           Bruce - Bhaskara Dasa.  


>John - Jagadvira Dasa.           Sandy - Samjata Dasa.  


>Jean - Jayantidevi Dasi           Diane - Deva deva Priya Devi Dasi.  


>Keith - Krpakara Dasa.           Dan - Dhami Dasa.  


>Maryanne - Matida Devi dasi.  

   I am also accepting the following as twice born initiated Brahmins and their mantra sheets and sacred thread is enclosed.

   Ramprasada Adhikari, Raminia Devi Dasi, Gopala Devi Dasi.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,  A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Nrsimha Caitanya

                                --

                              Bombay

                        21 November, 1974

San Diego

My Dear Nrsimha Caitanya Das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due reciept of your letter dated October 12th, 1974, with enclosed letter from Saunaka Dasa Brahmacari. I am very glad to read of all the wonderful activities in Krishna Consciousness that you are engaging in in San Diego. I can understand that you are managing a very nice temple there. The temple is meant to invite everyone to come and take shelter of the Lord. The temple is the opportunity for all conditioned souls to render some service to Krishna either in the matter of Hearing, Chanting, Offering, Cleansing, Reading or taking prasadam. Therefore you are by managing the temple as a president you are doing a very great service to humanity. So please continue in this way and make it nicer and nicer. I am also glad to note that you are distributing the books in increasing numbers. We want that our book distribution should be increased more and more in the coming year.

   Regarding the devotees whom you have recommended for initiation I am pleased to accept them as my disciples. Their spiritual names are as follows: Mike--Mahahasaumya Dasa. Ken--Ksamaula Dasa. Karen--Kriyasakti Devi Dasi. Dilana--Duravanya Devi Dasi. I am also please to accept Saunaka Dasa Brahmacari as twice born initiated Brahman. Enclosed is the sacred thread sanctified by me as well as the mantra sheet. Please hold a sacrifice and the Gayatri mantra can be heard by him through the right ear of my recorded type.
   I hope this meets you in good health,

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.vdd

N.B. The beads may be chanted upon by Kirtanananda Swami or Tamala Krishna Goswami.
Letter to: Rocana

                                --

                              Bombay

                        21 November, 1974

Winnipeg

My Dear Rocana Das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due reciept of your letter date October 28th, 1974. I have replied your previous letter of September 17th 1974 and a copy of that letter is enclosed herewith. I am very glad to note of how you are increasing the "Back To Godhead" distribution there in such a remote place. Our "Back To Godhead" is the backbone of our movement so we should always be thinking how to increase it increase it increase it. I note that you are installing Gaura-Nitai deities on Govardhana Puja, please send me the report of how the festival went on.

   Regarding the initiations the devotees which you have recommended I am herewith initiating and their names are as follows. Don--Dharmaprana Dasa. Jean Citrakera Dasa. Claudia--Cklamahara Devi Dasi. Kathy--Kamalaksi Devi Dasi.
   I hope this meet you in good health,

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. You can hold a fire sacrifice for the initiated disciples. The beads may be sent to Kirtanananda Swami or Tamala Krishna Goswami for being chanting upon.
   ACBS

   ACBS.BS.vdd

Letter to: Hamsaduta:

                                --

                              Bombay

                        23 November, 1974

Taunus, West Germany

My Dear Hamsaduta das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 12, 1974 and have noted the contents. Regarding the grazing land at Bhaktivedanta Manor, it is not very clear from your letter whether you have got the sales document or not. Whether it is at the Manor or not? How are these documents being kept? Mukunda cannot do this work of seeing George and negotiating with him. If possible you try to meet George and settle. You meet him, and neither Mukunda or anyone else should do it.

   Regarding your saying that Satsvarupa said I spoke something about some plan for distributing books in Russia, I never said anything. Regarding saligrama sila, forget it. There is no need of installing. Kirtana is most important thing and book distribution.

   Regarding my saying that Atreya Rsi is GBC of material affairs, yes, I said that. Regarding Bali Mardan, he came here, and I have asked him to live with me for some time. He will inform me at the end of December. So we have to wait to decide at the end of December.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

   Regarding the initiations, upon your recommendations I have accepted the following as my disciples and their names are as follows: Ulrike--Amsumala devi dasi; Sabine--Snata devi dasi; Joachim--Jalandhara dasa; Achim--Haraka dasa; Thomsa--Taponidhi dasa; Beth--Visoka devi; Detlinde--Dinasarana devi; Ceamack--Candravalipati dasa; Marco--Mahakarta dasa. I also accept the following as twice born initiated brahmanas: Udvargha dasa; Ravinari dasa: Manidhara dasa; Modananlasa devi; Manimanjari devi; Manda devi; Ramburu devi; Silpakarini devi. The sanctified threads and mantra sheets are enclosed. Now hold a fire sacrifice, and the brahmanas may hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from my recording tape. You are authorized to chant on the beads.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

cc: ISKCON New York

ACBS.bs

N.B. Please do the needful regarding the enclosed letter from Mr. Patel.

Letter to: Bhakta dasa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        24 November, 1974

San Francisco

My Dear Bhakta dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 10, 1974 with enclosed photographs of the Hare Krishna Restaurant. It is very nice. I had been there to Stanford University. So you can get Mr. Malkani in New York to help you in the restaurant. He went there to start a restaurant, but now he is cooking in the New York temple, so you arrange for him to help you. Are books being sold also in the restaurant?

   Regarding the Ratha Yatra Festival, keep it always gorgeously alive, but do not change the principle. The principle should go on as usual. Yes, it is all right to make something in the park as you have suggested. Why you want to change the wheels? This is unnecessary. Don't do this. Keep the old system strong, and if necessary repair it. Don't change from this to that. That is your American disease. This is very serious that you always want to change everything. Spoked wheels will never be as strong and hard as the old way. Never do this. Neither there should be any separate float as you have suggested for me.
   Regarding having the crowds come forward to touch Lord Jagannatha's feet, that will also be impossible to manage. So for the time being this program may not be taken.

   Regarding the devotees you have recommended, I am pleased to accept them as my disciples and their names are as follows: Marilyn--Manini devi; Jamie--Janjapukandhi devi; Carol Hansen--Kelilalita devi; Carol Tungate--Kalpalatika devi; Huber--Hanumatpresaka dasa; Steve--Satkrta dasa; Lou--Lankesa das; Kirk--Kalanidhi dasa. Also I accept the following as twice born initiated brahmanas: Vatsala dasa; Sasikhala devi; and Vaisesikha dasa. The sanctified threads and the mantra sheets are enclosed. Hold a fire sacrifice, and the gayatri mantra should be heard through the right ear from my tape recording. I am glad to see that you are taking these initiations seriously.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Ajita

                                --

                              Bombay

                        28 November, 1974

Spanga, Sweeden

My Dear Ajita dasa:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 16.11.74 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I accept Dvarakesa das Brahmacari for second initiation as twice born brahmana. Enclosed is the sacred thread duly sanctified by me, and the mantra sheet. Now hold a fire sacrifice and he may hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from my tape recording. The mantra must be recited three times daily.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

                      Letter to: Hamsaduta:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         1 December, 1974

Taunus

My Dear Hamsaduta das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 21, 1974 and have noted the contents. 

…Regarding the new proposal for a farm, yes arrange for it. So make it another like our New Vrindaban. You have already named it Govardhana Hill. That's nice. If possible add Giri Govardhana Hill. How far is it from the Frankfurt center? As you have recommended for initiation Lisa Reuter and Willy, I have accepted them as my disciples. Their names are Lekhasravanti devi dasi and Bimbasya dasa. Please see to it that they chant on their beads and follow the regulative principles carefully. You are authorized to chant on their beads.
   I understand that the boy Jagannatha dasa will join the editing party in Hawaii. Thank you very much. Regarding the loan to Stockholm, yes, that's nice. They must return it again.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

cc: N.Y., W. Ger.

Letter to: Prabhavisnu:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         3 December, 1974

Bhaktivedanta Manor

My Dear Prabhavisnu das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 9, 1974. I am very glad to learn that you are all working peacefully together. This is the most favorable atmosphere for cultivating our Krishna consciousness. And if people see us working together nicely, they cannot criticize anything against our Krishna consciousness movement.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees as my initiated disciples and their names are as follows: 1. Soley--Sarvasagara dasa; 2. Angela--Aksunnasakti devi dasi; 3. Jackie--Janardanaprita devi dasi. Their beads may be chanted upon by Hamsaduta. I am also accepting the following as twice born brahmanas upon your recommendation: Brsabha dasa; Jaya Laksmana das; Jnana das; and Jalastitha devi das. Their mantra sheets and sanctified threads are duly enclosed. Now hold a fire sacrifice. The gayatri mantra can be heard through the right ear from my recorded tape.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Hamsaduta:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         8 December, 1974

Brooklyn

My Dear Hamsaduta das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 27, 1974 and have noted the contents carefully. If there is a possibility of moving the Press within a year, then you may not move the Press now. It will be a unnecessary expense. Rupanuga's letter in this connection is not yet received. Yes, New York needs a big house. I am not expert in giving my opinion in this matter, so you three, Ramesvara, Radhavallabha, and yourself consider and do what is best.

…Regarding the couple Lisa and Will, upon your recommendation I can accept them as disciples, but other business of purchasing the farm that I cannot tax my brain.

…I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

N.B. I have received reports from Madhavananda, Bhagavata das and others that the number of devotees at the Manor has decreased. This is not a good sign. Why has this happened? I am planning to reach Honolulu by December 20th.

Letter to: Sama:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         9 December, 1974

Glyndon, Maryland

My Dear Sama das Adhikari:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 9, 1974 and have noted the contents. I am very glad to know that you are preaching there in Baltimore, and there is no question of bigness or smallness of the center so far pleasing me is concerned. It is the sincerity of the attempt that is the important thing. Of course as Krsna sees the sincerity of our hearts, He supplies the facilities. Just like I came to your country with only Rs. 40.-, and now we have got this huge institution. So you can be sure that Krishna will supply you according to your capacity. So I think that if you continue working sincerely, you will get all facilities that you require for your purposes.

   Upon your recommendation I have accepted the following as my disciples and their names are as follows: Tim--Tarakara dasa; Dorinda--Dainyahrt devi dasi. Their beads may be chanted upon by Kirtanananda Swami or Tamala Krishna Goswami.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Aksayananda:

                                --

                              Bombay

                        10 December, 1974

My Dear Aksojananda Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 10.12.74, and upon your recommendation I am accepting for twice born brahminical initiation Sriman Muktananda das Brahmacari. Enclosed is his sacred thread duly sanctified and his mantra sheet. Now hold a fire sacrifice, and let him hear the mantra through the right ear, and impress upon him that he is taking vows before Radha and Krishna, the spiritual master and the Vaisnavas.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Bahudak

                                --

                              Bombay

                        15 December, 1974

Bridesville, Canada

My dear Bahudak,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 21, 1974 and have noted the contents.

   I am very glad to hear about your new farm-asrama existing there. We want to develop many such farms all over the world. You are enthusiastic and intelligent and it appears that you are managing in nicely. Why not call it New Gokula instead of New Mayapur. I think that is better. It is alright that you have purchased machinery and are using on the farm but if you can do without as much as possible that is better. It sounds as if the living conditions there may be a little extreme. But if the devotees can learn to tolerate as you say they are determined, and can stay and work there that is very good. And I give all encouragement to them.

   Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita, ch.2, text 14; matra-sparsas tu kaunteya, sitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah, agamapayino 'nityas, tams titiksasva bharata O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness and distress, and their disappearance in due course, are like the appearance and disappearance of winter and summer seasons. They arise from sense perception, O scion of Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being disturbed. So remember Krishna's instructions in the Bhagavad-gita and continue to work with all enthusiasm and encourage the others also to do the same.

   As far as you opening a local Gurukula program there, I have no objection if it can be done nicely. So consult with Satsvarupa Maharaja for further instructions.

   To develop a farm community such as the one you are doing, it requires much hard work and endurance. But if you work sincerely then Krishna will give you all facilities and men. Therefore continue working and follow the good example that the devotees in New Vrndavana have set and everything will go very nicely. If you have any specific questions you can refer to New Vrndavana and they may be able to help you.

   Upon your recommendation I have accepted the following as my disciples, and their names are as follows; Doug--Daksina das, Robert--Ranjita das, Margie--Madhumati devi dasi; Danny--Dharmarupa das, Sharon--Subhavrata devi dasi. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Swami or Tamala Krsna Goswami.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

N.B. Also I have accepted Partha, Uttama, __, Bhadra for 2nd initiation--threads enclosed.
Letter to: Rsabhadeva

                                --

                              Bombay

                        16 December, 1974

Laguna Beach

My dear Rsabhadeva,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of you letter dated Dec. 7, 1974 and have noted the contents carefully. If we sincerely desire to spread Krsna Consciousness then Krsna provides all facility. So now Krsna has provided the $20,000.00 needed for the down payment for your building. That man who has given us the money, he is a very good man and he should be encouraged in every way to become more and more connected with our movement. Give him good association with Vaisnavas and nice Krsna prasadam and he will develop love for Krsna. I am very happy to hear of the large number of new devotees you are recruiting there in Laguna Beach. That is the real fruit of our preaching work, when people come and join and help us to spread this Krsna Consciousness movement. So I am very pleased with your efforts there. Upon your recommendation I have accepted the following for second initiation; Asurakulanasana dasa bramachari, Satangati dasa bramachari, Ratnanabha dasa Adhikari, Khandabhasi dasi, Dhatreyi dasi. Their threads are enclosed herein.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Gopijanavallabha

                                --

                              Bombay

                        27 December, 1974

Brooklyn

My dear Gopijanavallabha

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your telegrams dated the 23rd and 24th of December and have noted the contents which reads as follows "WE WOULD LIKE TO INTIMATE THE FOLLOWING QUALIFIED DEVOTEES FOR ABHISEKA CEREMONY JANUARY 1 DOUGLAS CURRIE FRANK NATALI GABRIEL FRIED BHARAT JAGERNAUTH ORVILLE GRIFFITH PAUL HERSHEY TAB MATTLER KAREN SILVERSTEIN KATHY MCGUIRE PAULA GENSTSCH FOR SECOND BHADRA SEN LOKA MANGALA SADACARA TIRTHAPADA ALARKA DUKHAHANTRI HARANETRANI THEY HAVE ALL WRITTEN NICE PAPERS RUPANUGA CAN CHANT BEADS IF PRABHUPADA AUTHORIZES PLEASE WIRE NAMES AND AUTHORITY FOR 7 BRAHMANAS CAN ALL INTIMATED DISCIPLES POUR WATER ON SMALL DEITIES AT ABHISEKA AS IN LA YOUR SERVANT GOPIJANA BALLAVA DAS" "PLEASE INCLUDE BHUMI DASI AND MATSYA DAS FOR SECOND INITIATION GOPIJANA BALAVA DAS."
   I have answered your telegram also by telegram but I am confirming with this letter and also enclosing threads and mantra sheets for the second initiations. I have accepted as initiated disciples for first initiation the following; Douglas Currie--Darpaha, Frank Natali--Pravartaka, Gabriel Fried--Gopisa, Bharata Jagernauth--Bhtadi, Orville Griffith,-- Arcita, Paul Hershey--Paramaradhya, Tab Mattler--Taraka, Karen Silverstein--Kamra, devi, Kathy McGuire-- Kamalini devi, Paula Genstsch--Parasakti devi. Their beads should be chanted on by a sannyasi preferably Kirtanananda Swami if he has not already done so.

   I have accepted the following for second initiation Bhadra Sen, Loka Mangala, Sadacara, Tirthapada, Alarka, Dukhahantri, and Haranetrani. Also Bhumi dasi and Matsya das.
   I hope everything is going nicely there. Always keep yourself engaged in Krsna's service and maya will never attack.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                              Bombay

                        28 December, 1974

Denver

My dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated December 12, 1974 and have noted the contents carefully, along with the photographs and installation souvenir. I thank you very much for your kind donation of $100.00. Your report is very encouraging and I was very, very happy to see the wonderful photographs of your installation ceremony there. That installation was very, very auspicious. From the photographs it appeared so nice and Vedic. I was looking at those photographs again and again. Such a wonderful ceremony. So now you must see that the service to your Deities will go on very nicely. You should make it first class, just like in our Los Angeles and New Vrndavana centers. You have a very nice temple room there and now Radha and Krsna have come. So you must treat Them very nicely. Then many many devotees will be attracted by the bhakti. I am also glad to hear that in your temple no one misses mangala arati and that everyone is becoming steady and peaceful in their service. It sounds as if you are taking care of your men very nicely. This is first class management. Please continue in this kind of management.

   Regarding your farm, that will be very nice. But be sure to maintain your temple there in Denver. It is a very beautiful temple. Do not loose it. Also your idea of forming a trust between ISKCON and the leading men in the Indian community is approved by me. That is very nice. Let the Indians take part in our movement and help us to push on this mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In that trust you must be very careful to make sure that my name is registered there as the founder-acarya and that I am to be the ultimate authority. In other words, in any case of necessity of vetoing or canceling any decision made by the other trustees, I should be able to do like that. My decision should over-rule all the other trustees combined.

   I have accepted the following devotees for first initiation; Martin Babor--Madhvacarya dasa, Bruce Roberts--Bahulavan dasa, Jenny Roberts--Jalasayi devi dasi, Steve Schecter--Siddhanta dasa, Joe Asheraft-Jitadusana dasa, Tove Olson--Trpti devi dasi and Richard Santoro--Rangaji dasa. Their beads can be chanted on by Kirtanananda Swami. I have accepted the following devotees for second initiation; Svavasa dasa Adhikari, Tadit devi dasi, Dhanvi das Brahmacari, Arthada dasa Brahmacari. Their threads and mantra sheets are enclosed herein. Make sure that they hear the gayatri mantra from the tape of myself. They should hear through the right ear.
   Your Deities names are Radha-Govinda.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Mahamsa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        29 December, 1974

Hyderabad

My dear Mahamsa,

   Please accept my blessings. Upon Acyutananda Swamis recommendation I have accepted the following as my duly initiated disciples: Rangacari--Radhasaran dasa, Amarnath--Aradhana dasa, Chalapati--Chandrodaya dasa, Asoka--AmiyaVilasa dasa. Their beads have been chanted on by me and have been sent by __ das brahmacari to Hyderabad. Please make sure that these boys follow the 4 regulative principles very carefully and chant 16 nice rounds daily. They must rise early, attend mangala arati and all classes.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Hiranyagarbha

                                --

                              Bombay

                         4 January, 1975

New Vrindaban

My dear Hiranyagarbha dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Dec. 25th, 1974 and have noted the contents. Those young boys are living as true brahmacaris. Brahmacari's business is to study and then go to make some collection on behalf of the guru. This is very good engagement for them.

   ata sri-krsna-namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih

   sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty adah (Padma Purana)

   No one can understand Krishna as He is by the blunt material senses but He reveals Himself to the devotees, being pleased with them for their transcendental loving service unto Him. So, keep everyone engaged 24 hours and everything will be all right.

   Bring them all to India for Lord Caitanya's appearance day and they can also attend the opening of the Krishna-Balarama Temple in Vrndavana.

   I have accept Tausteya (Joseph Fournier) as my duly initiated disciple and his name is Jagamanalobha dasa. Kirtanananda Svami can chant his beads.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Ajita

                                --

                              Bombay

                         6 January, 1975

My Dear Ajita Das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am due receipt of your letter dated Dec. 27th, 1974 and have noted the contents. Regarding dishonest means being used I have never advised or taught anyone like that. That is not my idea. This record distribution has caused havoc. It should be stopped immediately. I have also asked Hamsaduta to stop it. Book distribution is our real business. If we give them a record, they simply hear some magical sounds and take it for sense gratification but if they receive one of our books and read even one page, they get eternally benefited. Therefore I am stressing this book distribution, not other things. Stop record selling completely. This is my order.

   I have accepted Gauracanda Dasa Brahmacari and Sriharini Devi Dasi as duly twice-born brahmanas and their threads are enclosed along with mantra sheet. You can hold a fire sacrifice and let them hear the mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself saying it.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Madhudvisa

—

Bombay

8 January, 1975

75-01-08

Melbourne

My dear Madhudvisa Svami,

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Dec. 16th, 1974 and have noted the contents. We can have the installation there in May if you think it is wiser.

I have accepted Bhakta Wayne and Bhakta Rod as my firstly initiated disciples. Their names are as follows: Venugopala and Ramasaran. Also I have accepted Antaratma dasa, Ramai dasa, Gunavati dasi, and Camari dasi as duly initiated brahmanas. Their threads and mantra sheets are enclosed.
I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Enc: 4 sacred threads and mantra sheet
ACBS/ps

Letter to: Abhirama

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 January, 1975

Coconut Grove, Florida

My dear Abhirama das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 7, 1975 and have noted the contents. I have accepted the ten persons whom you have recommended for second initiation and their threads have been enclosed along with mantra sheet. I have also accepted the three you have recommended for first initiation. Their names are: William--Isa das, Eric--Ahobala-Nrsimha dasa, Nancy--Nartaka Gopala dasi. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   Enc: 7 threads and mantra sheet.
   N.B. You must make sure that all of these devotees are following the regulative principles very nicely. Everyone must rise early, take bath attend mangala arati, chant at least 16 good rounds, attend class, and follow the four regulative principles strictly. If these things are lax, then there is no question of spiritual life. Any one who does not accept these things staunchly will have to fall down. You must teach them by your own personal example otherwise how will they learn. If you are loose in your habits, then everyone in your temple will also be loose in their habits. So, as one of my elder disciples, be strong. Do not deviate and you will be blessed.

   ACBS.ps

Letter to: Adi-kesava

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 January, 1975

Boston

My dear Adi Kesava das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 8th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Regarding your proper engagement, you should first discuss that with your GBC and try to work something out together. Regarding your questions. I have already answered the most important question. "How to please Krishna?"--by following all the regulative principle that I have given you, chanting 16 rounds and reading my books scrutinizingly. Everyone must do these things, otherwise they cannot understand Krishna Consciousness.

   I have accepted the four persons that you have recommended for second initiation and their threads and mantra sheet are enclosed herein. I have also accepted the six persons you have recommended for first initiation. Their names are: Edward--Sadasiva dasa, Robert--Rupa dasa, Susan--Sitapati dasi, Theothora-Tryadhisa dasi, Mildred--Mahalaksmi dasi, David--Dharmasetu dasa. Their beads can be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Enc: 3 threads and mantra sheet.

        Letter to: Bhrsakapi

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 January, 1975

Washington, D.C.

My dear Bhrsakapi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated nil and have noted the contents. Thank you for distributing my books so enthusiastically. Please increase this book distribution as much as possible. Regarding the Mayapur and Vrndavana festivals coming up, you can come to one of them or both of them as it is convenient to you.

   I have accepted the three devotees that you have recommended for 1st initiation and their names are as follows: Ben--Bhavanatha dasa, Jeff--Yadunatha dasa, Jim--Yajna dasa. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. I have also accepted the three men that you have recommended for 2nd initiation. Their threads and mantra sheets are enclosed herein. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself saying it. Please make sure that these new devotees (as well as the old ones) follow all of my rules and regulations strictly. They must chant 16 rounds, rise early, attend class, etc. Without these things, there is no spiritual life at all.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Enc: 3 threads and mantra sheets.
                 Letter to: Uttamasloka

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 January, 1975

Toronto

My dear Uttamasloka das,

   Please accept my bless. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Dec. 31st, 1974 and have noted the contents. Yes. The way that you should make the altars is that there should be three separate rooms, doors, and altars. That will be very nice.

   Thank you for your wonderful sankirtana results. It is very pleasing to me that you have sold so many books. Now, continue and increase.

   I have accepted for 1st initiation the 6 persons you you have recommended. Their names are as follows: Earl--Harideva dasa, Geoff Meek--Govinda bhakta dasa, Lucien--Laksminatha dasa, Tim--Trilokanatha dasa, Tuija--Tribhuvanesvari dasi, Cathy--Ksiracora dasi. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. I have also accepted Purnamasi devi dasi and Rudrani devi dasi as my duly initiated (secondly) disciples. Their gayatri mantra sheet, are enclosed herein. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself saying it.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Enc: 1 mantra sheet.
Letter to: Satsvarupa

                                --

                              Bombay

                         19 January, 1975

Los Angeles

My dear Satsvarupa Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 5th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for doing your work so nicely. I was very pleased to receive the review on the 1st volume of the third canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam written by professor Mehta from the University of Windsor. If you can send more similar reviews on my books, I would very much appreciate it. I am keeping a folder on such things and we can print a small book to distribute that will contain such reviews so that people will see what a great impression our books have on the intelligentsia of the world.

   Regarding your question about the controversial talks going on, this kind of talk is not befitting my advanced students. This is childish. In Krishna's service, there is no inferior and superior. Deity worship is just as important as book distribution. It is not material. As mentioned in the Bhagavatam.

   sravanam kirtanam visno smaranam pada-sevanam

   arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam

   Sravanam kirtanam is the beginning--to chant and hear. Book distribution is under this category of sravanam kirtanam. The next item is smaranam. If somebody simply remembers the Supreme Lord, that is also as good as sravanam kirtanam. Then there is arcanam. That is also as good as the others, but one who simply becomes engaged in arcanam and does nothing of sravanam kirtanam, his position becomes in the material field. Any one of the nine processes is as good as the other. There is no question of inferior or superior. But out of all of them sravanam kirtanam is very important. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu while instructing Srila Rupa Gosvami, has said how the seed of devotional service sprouts and increases by watering the root by the process of sravanam kirtanam. So, these two items are very important in devotional service, but that does not mean that the other items are inferior. Srila Jiva Gosvami has stressed kirtanam especially in the age of Kali. Even if there is arcanam for sanctifying the contaminated mind, it must be accompanied by sravanam kirtanam.

   So, you are all advanced students. You should understand the importance of each and every item of devotional service. Do not make any misunderstanding by devaluating any of the spiritual activities. You are one of the advanced students. One who distinguishes a particular type of service as inferior or superior, he does not know the value of devotional service. It is all transcendental. Whatever item is suitable, that is accepted as very elevated. Just like Maharaja Pariksit. He simply listened to Sukadeva Gosvami. That is sravanam. And Sukadeva Gosvami simply narrated Srimad-Bhagavatam. This is kirtanam. Prahlada Maharaja simply contemplated--smaranam. Prthu Maharaja simply did deity worship--arcanam. Arjuna only remained as friend of Krishna--sakhyam. Hanuman remained only engaged in carrying out the order of Lord Ramacandra--dasyam. And Bali Maharaja surrendered everything to Krishna--atma-nivedanam. So, any devotee executing any one of the nine is transcendentally glorious. One devotee may be proud that his process of service is the best. That is not inglorious. This is called transcendental competition. Everyone should feel proud of his particular type of devotional service, but that does not mean that other types of service are inferior. Everyone should feel proud of becoming sincere servant of Krishna, but the pure devotee never minimizes the importance of other devotees. Krishna is the enjoyer of varieties of service. It is not stuck up with any particular type of service. Krishna takes pleasure with devotees even by fighting service. When Grandfather Bhisma was trying to injure the body of Krishna by sharpened arrows, in full devotion in the mellow of chivalry, Krishna was feeling the piercing of the arrows as good as worshiping him with soft rose flowers. The conclusion is that everyone should be very very sincere. There is no more the question of inferior or superior.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

   ACBS.ps

   N.B. I have accepted Bhakta Seth for first initiation. His name can be Sesa das. You may chant his beads. Also, I have accepted Maha Buddhi das and Mahadyuti das as my duly initiated brahmanas. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself chanting it. Their threads and mantra sheets are enclosed herein.
  Letter to: Amsu

                                --

                              Bombay

                         21 January, 1975

Ottawa

My dear Amsu das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 10th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for distributing my books in such severe conditions of cold. This is Krishna Consciousness. No matter what the conditions, still a devotee will always try his best to please his spiritual master and Krishna.

   I have accepted Kati McIntosh as my initiated disciple. Her name is Karanakarana devi dasi. Her beads can be chanted by Kirtanananda Svami.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

                      Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         1 February, 1975

Cleveland

My dear Batu Gopala dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 27, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for distributing my books so enthusiastically. You are right. We must all become ideal in our character and then people will be very impressed with such purity. A devotee is faultless. He has no flaws.

   I have accepted the devotees that you have recommended for 1st initiation and their names are as follows: Leon--Lilamohana, Virginia--Venu-Vilasa devi dasi, John--Gurugovinda dasa. Their beads can be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. Make sure that all of these candidates follow our principles very staunchly. Train them nicely by your own example.

   I have also accepted Madhyam devi dasi and Vajasana devi dasi as duly initiated brahmanas. Their mantra sheets are enclosed herein. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself chanting it.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Bhakta dasa

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         1 February, 1975

San Francisco

My dear Bhakta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 16th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I have been informed by Jayatirtha prabhu that you have decided not to get the farm and that you want to get a building in Berkeley. I have discussed with him and that idea is approved by me.

   The boys that you have recommended for 1st initiation are accepted by me. Their names are: Ed--Hrdayagovinda dasa, Nagaraja dasa and Jamie can be called Jiva dasa. Kirtanananda Svami can chant on their beads.
   Concerning Ganesa worship, it is not actually necessary for us. But, if someone has a sentiment for getting the blessings of Ganesa in order to get large amounts of money for Krishna's service, then it is alright, but anyone who takes up this kind of worship must send me at least 100,000 dollars monthly--not less. If he cannot send this amount, then he cannot do Ganesa worship.
   Please continue distributing by books as many as possible.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

   ACBS.ps

   N.B. Thank you for the 100 dollar check.

  Letter to: Dayananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         2 February, 1975

Dallas

My dear Dayananda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 17, 1975 and have noted the contents. Your study aids that you are using to help the children learn the meaning of Bhagavad-gita slokas fully seem to be alright. The thing is, you must see that the meaning of the verse is in no way altered or changed. Simplification is alright but do not change anything. I have accepted Brenda and Gary Wallis for 1st initiation. Their names are as follows: Balavati devi dasi and Gaurasarana dasa. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. I have also accepted Kamanagari dasi, Jyotir dasa, and Svarga devi dasi as my duly initiated brahmanas. You can perform the fire yajna and let them hear through the right ear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra.
   Please continue working nicely there training all of the children to become ideal Vaisnavas.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

N.B. Sacred thread and mantra sheet enclosed.
ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         2 February, 1975

Dallas

My dear Jagadisa das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 22, 1975 and have noted the contents. All of your proposals have been approved by me. Try to increase the book distribution as much as possible. This is our business--to put our books in the hands of intelligent men of America. If they read even one page, the influence will be so great.

   I have accepted Doug, Judith and Paul for 1st initiation and their names are respectively; Dayala Nitai, dasa, Jaganmayi devi dasi, and Paripurna dasa. Their beads can be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. Train them nicely to follow all of our rules and regulations strictly without fail and to engage 24 hours in Krishna's service. Help them to understand the importance of this Krishna Consciousness Movement.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         2 February, 1975

New Vrndavana

My dear Kirtanananda Svami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your recommendations for initiations received on the 2nd of Feb., 1975. I have accepted the ten devotees you have named and their new names are as follows: Gregory--Gaurasakti dasa, Walker--Venkata dasa, Patrick--Parisevana dasa, Barbara--Vibhavari devi dasi, Anne--Amrtaprada devi dasi, Sheryl--Sobhavati, Mary--Mahadevi dasi, Donna--Damagrahya devi daski, Marie--Mudakari devi dasi, Catherine--Kratuphalas devi dasi. You may chant on their japa beads.
   I have also accepted upon your recommendation, Hunkara dasa, Stavya dasa, Maha devi dasi, Demagrahya devi dasi and Mudakari devi dasi as my duly initiated brahmanas. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself saying it. Their threads and a mantra sheet are enclosed herein.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Ravindra Svarupa

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         2 February, 1975

Philadelphia

My dear Ravindra Svarupa das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Jan. 26, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you for distributing my books there very nicely. Try to increase it more and more. You mentioned in your letter that you are doing a lot of deity worship and cooking due to lack of sufficient brahmanas. So why don't you ask your GBC man for some brahmanas (at least one) to come and releive you of this service so that you can spend more of your time preaching and distributing books. A temple president should have more time for preaching. That is important.

   Regarding your question about the loan for the building, Ramesvara and Jayatirtha have suggested that you be given a 4,000 dollar loan from the BBT. So, I think that will be nice.

   I have accepted Joe and Tim as my disciples and their new names are respectively; Yamunapriya dasa and Tattvavada dasa. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Svami. I have also accepted upon your recommendation, Kamalatika devi dasi for 2nd initiation. Let her hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself chanting. Her mantra sheet is enclosed herein.
   The photos are very nice. Try to spread this movement as far as possible.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Sri Govinda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                         6 February, 1975

Evanston, Illinois

My dear Sri Govinda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 3rd, 1975 and have noted the contents. Regarding your purchasing marble Gaura-Nitai deities, it is not necessary when you already have brass ones. Simply take care of the ones that you have very nicely. There is no need for buying others.

   Concerning the woman's duty, if she gets married, that does not necessarily mean that she must give up any of her service in the temple or on sankirtana, but she must also see to it that her household duties are not neglected.

   Yes, I want to come there again this year for the Rathayatra festival and presently you can arrange that interview with Hugh Hefner, if it is possible to have it during that time.

   I have accepted the devotees that you have recommended for 1st initiation and their names are as follows: Randall--Rathayatra dasa, Joseph--Jayakrsna dasa, Rodney--Ramakeli dasa, Ron--Ramananda dasa, Susan--Suprabha devi dasi, Deby--Danasila devi dasi. Their beads can be chanted by Kirtanananda Svami.

   I have also accepted, upon your recommendation, the five men for 2nd initiation. Let them hear the gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape of myself chanting it. Their threads are enclosed along with mantra sheet. Make sure that everyone is pure by following the four regulated principles and chanting at least 16 rounds daily. Without these things, there is no spiritual life.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

                      Letter to: Govardhana

                                --

                           Mexico City

                        15 February, 1975

Detroit

My dear Govardhana dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 8th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you for the photo of Sri Sri Radha Kunja-Bihari. It is very nice photo. They are looking very beautiful. I have accepted the following for 1st initiation: Bruce--Brajendralala, Miriam--Mukhya, Jeff-- Jayavamana, Robin--Rajendranatha, Kim--Kaviraja, Karl--Kapiladeva, Sue--Sukti. Their beads may be chanted on by Satsvarupa Maharaja. Be sure and help them become first class devotees by following all the rules and regulations, very carefully, especially, they must rise early for mangala arati, chant at least 16 rounds and attend class.

   Your list of qualifications for choosing candidates for 2nd initiation is very good. Regarding Rudra dasa, he can worship Gaura-Nitai in his home. The most important element for their worship is the chanting of the Hare Krishna Mantra. They can have at least one arati and whatever foodstuffs are prepared can be offered. Regarding my books, everyone should read. I am also reading. Everyone should be engaged 24 hours. That is the sum and substance. How much you should read and how much you should do other types of service, that has to be decided by each individual devotee. Eating and sleeping should be minimized--not a single moment should be misused.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                           Mexico City

                        15 February, 1975

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 5th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I am very glad to hear that your farm project in Mississippi is going on nicely. Develop it nicely like New Vrndavana.

   I have accepted the two persons that you have recommended for 1st initiation. Their names are Michael--Muniraja, and Robin--Rajanatha. Their beads can be chanted by Kirtanananda Swami. Train them to be first class devotees by following very strictly all of our rule regulations, chanting at least 16 good rounds daily.

   Thank you for the 100 dollars donation.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Dina Bandhu

                                --

                           Mexico City

                        16 February, 1975

Portland

My dear Dina Bandhu das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 6th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for the 300 dollars daksina. Thank you again and again for distributing my books with great enthusiasm. Now, try to double this enthusiasm. Anyone who even touches one of our books gets such great benefit. Give them to everyone. Because you are all very sincere and working very hard, Krishna is giving you all facilities.

   I have accepted upon your recommendation the three persons for 1st initiation and their names are as follows: Dave--Devarsi, Michele--Maladhari, Andrea--Abhaya. Their beads will be sent to you by separate post. I have also accepted Anantatma dasa for 2nd initiation. His thread and mantra sheet are enclosed herein. Let him hear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra. It should be heard through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ENC: one thread, mantra sheet.
ACBS.ps
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