   Letter to: Jayatirtha

                                --

                           Mexico City

                        16 February, 1975

Los Angeles

My dear Jayatirtha Das,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted Jesus's for 1st initiation upon your recommendation. His name is Yaduvamsi. His beads may be chanted by Kirtanananda Svami. I have also accepted Aroudha, Vidambha, Pujana, Sastramayi, Jalakara as my duly initiated brahmanas. You should allow them to hear through the right ear, the tape of myself saying the gayatri mantra. Please make sure that these devotees follow very strictly all of our regulative principles and chant at least 16 rounds daily. Then they will not go away from us.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

Enc: 3 threads, mantra sheet.
ACBS.ps

Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                        Caracas, Venezuela

                        19 February, 1975

San Diego

My dear Gunagrahi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 11, 1975 and have noted the contents. I have accepted upon your recommendation Dan for first initiation. His name is Dvarakaraja dasa. His beads may be chanted upon by Kirtanananda Svami or Satsvarupa Maharaja. I have also accepted Matanga das and Vamsi dasa for 2nd initiation. Their threads and mantra sheet are enclosed herein. Let them hear the tape of myself chanting gayatri mantra (through the right ear). Make sure and train these persons very nicely to follow all of our principles very carefully so that they may not fall victim of Maya.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Manasvi

                                --

                              Tehran

                          13 March, 1975

Honolulu

My dear Manasvi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Feb. 28th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I am very glad to hear that things are going nicely there. Our Honolulu center is very nice. Give Siddhasvarupa Maharaja nice facilities for preaching. He can attract many people by his preaching. Regarding the shortage of men that you mentioned, I have spoken to Kirtanananda Svami and asked him to try and arrange for more men to come. And regarding the cows on the farm, try to make some ghee also. That will be very valuable.

   I have accepted the persons whom you have recommended for 1st initiation. Their names are: Linda--Lilasravana, Kathryn--Kamini, Cynthia--sita, Joe-- Yasodala, Ronald--Ranganatha. Their beads can be chanted by Kirtanananda Svami. Also I have accepted Laksmana dasa for 2nd initiation. His thread and mantra sheet is enclosed herein. Let him hear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra in his right ear. Keep the standard of devotional service very strict there.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Naveen Khurana, Margaret Khurana

                                --

                              Bombay

                          18 March, 1975

Naveen and Margaret Khurana

2FY Lake Village Dr.

Walled Lake, Michigan 48088

My dear Naveen and Margaret,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated March 9th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you for your kind sentiments and the 100 dollar daksina. Upon the recommendation of Sriman Govardhana Prabhu, I have accepted you both as my duly initiated disciples and your names are as follows: Navina-Krsna dasa and Mahanandini devi dasi. Please continue to chant 16 rounds and to follow the four regulative principles as you have promised in your letter and your life will be perfect. Your beads will be sent along with Govardhana dasa.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Supriya

                                --

                              Bombay

                          18 March, 1975

Detroit

My dear Supriya,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated March 9, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for your kind sentiments and the $100 daksina. Upon the recommendation of your temple president Govardhana dasa, I am accepting you as my initiated disciple. Your name can be Sukrta dasa. I am hoping that you will fulfill your promise to chant at least 16 good rounds a day and to follow all of the four regulative principles. These things are of the utmost importance. Your beads will be sent along with Govardhana dasa.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Dulal Candra

                                --

                            Melbourne

                           19 May, 1975

Pittsburgh

My dear Dulal Candra dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 4th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you for boldly infiltrating into the intellectual circles there. By attracting intelligent men to our movement, automatically, others will also be attracted to come. By preaching in this way, one becomes firmly convinced of the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness himself, and gradually it becomes easier and easier for him to convince others also. Most important thing is to follow all of the rules carefully, chant 16 rounds, and read our books carefully. This will make you spiritually strong.

   I accept Bob Bauer and Sue Bauer as my duly initiated disciples. Their names are Bhokta dasa, and Sukhavaha devi dasi. Their beads may be chanted by Kirtanananda Swami.
   I hope this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                            Melbourne

                           19 May, 1975

San Diego

My dear Gunagrahi dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 8th, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you very much for doing such nice preaching work there. Train our men to follow all of the rules and regulations very carefully, as well as to chant at least 16 good rounds daily and to read all of our books.

   Regarding the festival on July 6th, the best thing is to simply hold big kirtana and have plenty of prasadam distributed. Generally, the public masses are not so much interested in hearing philosophy. After five or ten minutes, their attention is lost. You can speak a little philosophy, but the stress should be on kirtana and prasadam and selling my books.

   I accept Sharon Swanson for 1st initiation. Her name is Sandamini. Her beads may be chanted on by Satsvarupa Maharaja. Also I have accepted Sajjane Jivana for 2nd initiation. Let her hear the gayatri tape (of myself chanting) through the right ear. Her mantra sheet is enclosed.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Prabhanu

                                --

                            Melbourne

                           20 May, 1975

Seattle

My dear Prabhanu dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 15th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I have accepted Lauri and Joni for 1st initiation. Their names are as follows: Lalita devi dasi and Jivanausadhi devi dasi respectively. Their beads may be chanted on by Satsvarupa Maharaja. Also I have accept Simha dasa, Anagha dasa, and Dhanasri dasi, and Kantimati dasi for 2nd initiation. Let them hear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra. It should be heard through the right ear. Their mantra sheets and threads are enclosed. Train all of our boys and girls to follow the rules carefully, chanting 16 rounds and reading our books very carefully.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Hasyakari

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           26 May, 1975

Buffalo

My dear Hasyakari,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 17, 1975 and have noted the contents. If the GBC has no objection to your going to India to help with the cow program, then I encourage you to go there. This program is very very important. If you can help to organize our cow program in Mayapur, it will be a great credit for you. We must be able to grow our own fodder for the cows. We don't want to have to purchase food for the cows outside from some other party. That will run into a great expense. Cow protection is the business of the vaisyas and along with our preaching, this is the most important work. We must have a good section of Brahmanas in our society and we must also have a good group of vaisyas who can grow grains and tend cows, and thus supply the society with food-grains and milk products from the cow like ghee, curd, cream, etc. If you can help in Mayapur it would be very much appreciated.

   I have accepted the devotees you have recommended for initiation. Their names are: Stephen--Sundarakara, Janet--Jaganmurti, Patricia--Premaka. Their beads may be chanted by Kirtanananda Swami. The thread for Phanamandita dasa is enclosed and the mantra sheet is also enclosed with the gayatri mantra. Let Siladitya devi, Mahavegavati devi, and Phanamandita dasa all hear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra through the right ear. Make sure that these boys and girls follow very carefully all of the rules and regulations, as well as chant 16 rounds daily and read my books carefully.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Mr. Sharma

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           3 June, 1975

Vrndavana

My dear Mr. Sharma,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 1-5-75 and have noted the contents. The best thing is if you continue to visit our temple regularly in Vrndavana at Raman Reti. The temple manager there is His Holiness Aksayananda Swami. Since I am overseas and cannot personally interview you, you please request Aksayananda Swami to recommend you to me for initiation, and then do the needful as he may suggest to you. By this process, it may be possible for you and your wife to be initiated as my disciples. We are very strict in the selection of disciples. We are not after large numbers. In order to be initiated by us, one has to chant at least 16 times around his japa beads daily (the Hare Krishna maha-mantra), he has to follow strict rules such as: no meat, fish, eggs, no intoxication--including tea and cigarettes, no illicit sex, and no gambling.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           5 June, 1975

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 31, 1975 and have noted the contents. Thank you for the nice photos. Your Deities are very nice there. Regarding my coming there, we shall see later on.

   I have accepted Caron Dempsey for first initiation. Her name is Krsna-pujya devi dasi. Her beads can be chanted on by Satsvarupa Maharaja. Be sure that all of the devotees there are very carefully following all of the regulative principles and chanting 16 rounds daily and let them study the books deeply.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Doc Dockstader, Shari Dockstader

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           8 June, 1975

Doc and Shari Dockstader

340 Manzanita Ave.

Boulder Creek, Ca. 95006

My dear Doc and Shari,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 29th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I am very pleased to know that you have accepted the Krishna Consciousness way of life. Please continue with determination to keep chanting 16 rounds daily and follow all of the regulative principles very strictly. Upon the recommendation of Revatinandana Swami, I have accepted you both as my initiated disciples and I have sent your names to Revatinandana Swami who can give them to you at the proper time at the initiation ceremony. Please continue your Krishna Conscious program with great faith and steadiness.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Narayana

                                --

                             Honolulu

                          16 June, 1975

San Jose, Costa Rica

My dear Narayana dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 10, 1975 and have noted the contents. Regarding your report on Hanuman, I am forwarding your letter to Hrdayananda Goswami who can present this problem to the GBC for their solution.

   I have accepted Saunaka dasa for 2nd initiation. His thread and mantra sheet are enclosed. Let him hear the tape of myself chanting the gayatri mantra through his right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                             Honolulu

                          17 June, 1975

Cleveland

My dear Batu Gopala,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 8th, 1975 and have noted the contents. I accept the persons you have recommended for initiation (first). Their names are as follows, Bill--Bhama dasa, Brenda--Brahma-vadini devi dasi, Michael--Mahana dasa. Their beads may be chanted by Kirtanananda Swami. Also, I have accepted Divyanga dasa for 2nd initiation. His thread and mantra sheet are enclosed herein. Let him hear the tape of myself chanting gayatri mantra through his right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

Letter to: Gopijanavallabha

                                --

                             Honolulu

                          19 June, 1975

Brooklyn

My dear Gopijanavallabha dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 16, 1975 and have noted the contents. I accept the devotees that you have recommended for 1st initiation. Their names are as follows: Nick--Nandaki, David--Durjaya, Frank--Pharnesvara dasa, Jimmy--Jita-manyu, Joe--Jara-sangha, Kurt--Kesiha, Luis--Lokasvami, Wilfred--Vidisa, Linda--Laksmirniranjana, Judy--Jaganmata, Merylee--Murti-vandya. Their beads may be chanted on by Kirtanananda Swami. I have also accepted Bhaktivinode, Pankajanabha, Preraka, Vipramukhya, Agnideva, Urmila for 2nd initiation. Their threads and mantra sheet enclosed herein. Let them hear the tape of myself chanting the Gayatri mantra through their right ear.
   Please train our boys and girls to follow the principles very strictly. They must chant 16 rounds daily, follow the 4 principles, read our books very carefully, and always be engaged in the transcendental loving service of Lord Krishna. These things will give them real spiritual strength and their lives will be perfected.

   I hope this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.ps

  Letter to: Sanat Kumara, Daniel, Yudhisthira

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          24 June, 1975

Nairobi

My Dear Sanat Kumar, Daniel, and Yudhisthira:

   Please accept my blessings. You have been recommended for initiation by Brahmananda Swami and Cyavana Swami, and I am pleased to accept you as my initiated disciples. They have given me a very nice report of your activities and I am glad to know that the government authorities are taking interest in our movement. It is a good sign. So you go on with your preaching and be very careful to follow the rules and regulations, chanting 16 rounds daily and abstaining from eating animal flesh, intoxicants, gambling, and illicit sex.

   Your names are Sanat Kumar--Sarva vit dasa; Daniel--Danda dasa; Yudhisthira--Yogisa dasa.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Nandikesvara:

—

Denver

28 June, 1975

75-06-28

Winnipeg, Canada

My Dear Nandikesvara das:

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 17, 1975 and thank you for the nice report. You are enthusiastic for spreading Krsna consciousness. This is the most important quality. Please continue.

I am accepting the following as twice born brahmanas and their threads duly sanctified are enclosed: Duryodhana guru dasa and his wife Vrndadevi dasi, and hold a fire sacrifice and impress upon them that they are taking vows before Radha Krsna, the spiritual master, and the assembled Vaisnavas.

I also accept the following as my initiated disciple: Dandra Fohr—Sanga devi dasi. Please see that she carefully follows the regulative principles.

I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/bs

Letter to: Tulsi:

                                --

                              Denver

                          28 June, 1975

Los Angeles

My Dear Tulsi das:

   Please accept my blessings. I have received your request for initiations and I accept the following as my disciples and their spiritual names are as follows: Robin West--Rathagrahi dasa; David Moore--Disa dasa; and Dorrie Winham--Dharmada devi dasa.

   I also accept the following as twice born brahmanas and their threads are enclosed duly sanctified: Citraka dasa, Ameyatma dasa, Guruttama dasa, Urjasvat dasa, Padmahara dasi, Manya dasa, Parvata Muni dasa, Nikunjavasini dasi, Krsna Lauliya dasi, Caitanya Simha dasa, and Racitambara dasi.
   Now hold a fire sacrifice and impress upon them that they are taking vows before Radha Krsna, the spiritual master and the assembled Vaisnavas. It is a serious business.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Nityananda:

                                --

                              Denver

                           1 July, 1975

New Orleans

My Dear Nityananda das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 28, 1975 with the enclosed photos. Your farm appears very nice, open plain land. The cows are very nice and so are the sheds. This farm project you should consider very important. The idea is that people can be self sufficient and raise their own foodstuffs and have sufficient milk to save time and chant Hare Krishna. Why should they work so hard in the hellish factories? Let everyone live simply and be Krsna conscious.

   Upon your recommendation I accept Paul Warren Menard as my initiated disciple. His spiritual name is Pana dasa. Please see that he maintains the Vaisnava standards and chants always 16 rounds minimum.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Hrdayananda:

—

Denver

1 July, 1975

75-07-01

Sao Paulo, Brazil

My Dear Hrdayananda Swami:

Please accept my blessings. With regard to your letter dated June 9, 1975, upon your request I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples: Joca—Yajni dasa; Claudio—Caturmurti das; Bosco—Bhamaka dasa; Lucio—Lokasaksi dasa; Marcio—Maha kala dasa; Julio—Jagad bharta dasa; Flavio—Virocana dasa; and Bernadech—Bhuta mata dasi; Lucia—Raga bhumi devi; Marcia—Maha yogisvari dasi.
Please see that all these new devotees from Brazil are strictly following the regulative principles and chanting 16 rounds minimum daily.

I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/bs

Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                              Denver

                           2 July, 1975

Denver

Dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings.

   I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 2, 1975. Upon your recommendation, I am accepting the following twice born brahmanas; Koshalendra Das Adhikari, Jyoti Das Adhikari. Enclosed please find their threads sanctified by me. I also accept as my initiated disciples the following devotees and their spiritual names follow: Al Rhiener--Adhata, Cleef Athey-- Kamari Das.
   Please see that they are chanting 16 rounds & following the four regulative principles.

   Now hold a fire sacrifice and let the brahmanas hear the Gayatri mantra tape that I have spoken in their right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Locanananda:

                                --

                        Evanston, Illinois

                           7 July, 1975

Amsterdam

My Dear Locananda das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 17, 1975 and am very pleased to read the contents. I have also received the copies of the Dutch pamphlet. The get up is very nice. I thank you very much. The picture of Krsna on the inside front cover is very nice. It is very natural. Krsna is so young, and I see on the following page that everyone is getting old. That is the difference of the spiritual world and the material world. On the whole this pamphlet is very nice.

   Regarding your proposal for printing the condensed version of Bhagavad-gita, yes, do it. From your figures of book distribution you are doing real preaching. Which books are you distributing? Your prasadam program is also very important. Continue it. By chanting and giving prasadam you will get so many devotees. Yes, as you say the purity is attractive to people. Continue it. Our only asset is our purity. pavitram paramam bhavam. You cannot reach Krsna without being pure, because He is the supreme pure. Yes, on my next visit to Europe, I will certainly visit your temple.

   Upon your recommendation, I accept the following as my initiated disciples and their names are: Henk van teylingen-- Hayesvara dasa; Gabriel Sebach--Gabhiratma dasa; Ernesto Lucifero--Ekatma dasa.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. The translation work of Bhagavad-gita in Dutch language is very important work. Do it nicely.

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Tulsi:

                                --

                        Evanston, Illinois

                           7 July, 1975

Los Angeles

My Dear Tulsi das:

   Please accept my blessings. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and their names are:

   Barbara Stark--Bhrama Karika devi; and Bhakta Ned--Nirguna dasa. I also accept for second initiation Mahaswara dasa. His sacred thread is duly enclosed sanctified by me.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          25 July, 1975

Cleveland

My Dear Batu Gopala dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 16, 1975, and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation, I am hereby accepting the following as my initiated disciples:

   Shombe Lumkin--Sri Lanka dasa

   I also accept upon your recommendation the second brahminical initiation for Murari Caitanya dasa. His sanctified thread and mantra sheet are enclosed. Please have a fire sacrifice and impress upon them that they are accepting vows before Radha Krsna, the Spiritual Master, and the assembled Vaisnavas. The mantra should be heard through the right ear from my recorded tape.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:bs

  Letter to: Madhavananda

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                          25 July, 1975

Paris

My Dear Madhavananda dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 25, 1975 and I am glad to know that everything is going on well in the Paris temple. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples:

   Olivier Anconne--Bhusana dasa

   Frank--Visodhana dasa

   Frances Marlier--Anisa devi dasi

   Also upon your recommendation, I am accepting the following as twice-born initiated brahmanas:

   Indriyadamana dasa Brahmacari

   Mahabala dasa Brahmacari

   Brajisma dasa Brahmacari

   Vrsaktri dasa Brahmacari

   Avyaya dasa Adhikari

   Jyestha devi dasi

   Navalanga devi dasi

   Their sanctified threads and mantra sheets are enclosed. Please hold the fire sacrifice and impress upon them that they are taking vows before Radha Krsna, the Spiritual Master, and the assembled Vaisnavas. Please see that they are chanting 16 rounds and following the four regulative principles. This is your responsibiity.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS:od

  Letter to: Tulsi:

                                --

                              Dallas

                          29 July, 1975

Los Angeles

My Dear Tulsi das:

   Please accept my blessings. Upon your request I accept the following as my disciples and their names are: Mihallais Gitsis--Nandagopa dasa; Jamie Cray-- Mahapurusa dasa; Terry Dann--Priyatmaja dasa; and James Mason--Kamalanatha dasa.

   I also accept the following disciples as twice born brahmanas. Devamrta dasa brahmacari and Gopiparanadhana das brahmacari. Their threads duly sanctified by me are enclosed. Please have the beads chanted upon by a GBC sannyasi and hold a fire sacrifice. The brahmanas should hear the gayatri mantra with the right ear from my recorded tape.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. Also initiated are: Dan Richardson--Gopagopisvara dasa and Beatrice Matusow--Bahubhavini devi dasi.
ACBS.bs

Letter to: Gunagrahi:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         16 August, 1975

San Diego

My Dear Gunagrahi das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 5, 1975. Your letter to the newspaper is nice. Upon your recommendation I accept for second initiation Sona puri devi dasi. Enclosed is the mantra sheet. Hold a fire sacrifice and let her hear the mantra from my recorded tape through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Kirtanananda:

                                --

                              Bombay

                         17 August, 1975

New Vrindaban

My Dear Kirtanananda Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your telegram. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and their spiritual names are as follows: Barbara Wolfe--Vedanta dasi; Janet Cleaver-- Viduttama dasi; Kurt Cleaver--Sarvasaksi dasa; Florence Walldeck--Vedapriya dasi; Carlos Ordenoz--Nityodita dasa; Gary Williams--Rsi Kumar dasa; Jeff Long--MahaRudra dasa; Jeff Wiseman--Atmabhu dasa; Jeff Daniels-- Visvamohan dasa; Eileen Daniels--Vinalangi dasi; Karen Bogdonoff--Janani dasi.

   I also accept for second initiated brahmanas the following: Suksmarupini dasi, Damagraha dasi, Dharmakala dasi, Maha Kamini dasi, Nogomala dasi, Kunjari dasi, Jalakolahali dasa, Baivsyhe dasa, Caidayastru das, Hari Dharma dasa, Advaitacharya dasa. Enclosed are the sanctified threads and mantra sheet.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Abhirama:

                                --

                            New Delhi

                         21 August, 1975

Miami

My Dear Abhirama das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 18, 1975, and upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and their names are: Sunil Awatramani--Srisatya dasa; Wayne Prabhu--Upasya dasa; Marcia Bernheimer--Gatiprada devi; Antoinette Kennedy--Gitagamya dasi; Bernadette Bonaccurso--Visnu-kanta devi.

   I also accept the following as twice born initiated brahmanas: Langa Ganesa dasa, Janardana das, Nandana Acarya das, and Raghunatha Puri das. Hold a fire sacrifice and let them hear my recorded tape through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

  Letter to: Nityananda:

                                --

                            New Delhi

                         21 August, 1975

New Orleans

My Dear Nityananda Das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 5, 1975 and have noted the contents. The news clipping was nice. Regarding your festival of Ratha Yatra, you have got my blessings. Either with or without my presence, you will be successful, so do not worry.

   I have seen your farm, and it is very nice. Develop it very nicely. You have already done nicely, so develop it further. That is very nice that you are saving money U.S. 250.00 per month on cow feed. Grow for animal and man food as far as possible. That is Krishna's order. annad bhavanti bhutani. It is also nice that you are making so much profit from your Spiritual Sky. Use it wisely.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following disciples as initiated and their names are as follows: Thomas White--Padavja dasa; Henrietta Whelan-- Jayaprada dasi; Katherine Kern--Kamarikanta devi; Jim Tucker--Jagatkarta dasa. I also accept for second initiation Sanatanai devi dasi. The mantra sheet is enclosed. I think you can inquire from Jagadisa about getting the tape. Hold a fire sacrifice amongst the devotees and let her hear the tape through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

September

                       Letter to: Alanatha:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        1 September, 1975

Stockholm

My Dear Alanatha das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 22, 1975 with enclosed copies of your new Swedish Back To Godhead magazine. It is very nicely done. The printing and paper are very good. You have published on the first page the first photograph of my preaching in America. It is an historical photograph. Even though I was alone completely in a foreign country, still I was not appearing forlorn. I was confident, that can be seen in my photograph.

   I think the translation work was done by Vegavan and Ajita Prabhus. So encourage them in this work. This translation work is very important. It is not simply a matter of ABC's, but it requires spiritual realization to do it properly. I understand that you are a good sankirtana man and book distributer. So you all cooperate. They translate, and you print and distribute. What more do you want? In this way you flood Sweden with transcendental literatures.

   I am very glad that you are getting so much interest from persons coming from the Eastern Europe countries. You should give the two devotees from there all facility in translating. Now I am requesting Hamsaduta and Bhagavan to make vigorous propaganda in Eastern Europe. In the latest issue of Back to Godhead English edition there is my discussion about Marx philosophy. It will appeal to any sane man. Lenin has murdered the Czar, that was his only accomplishment, but any gunda could do that. This article should be read and translated.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting Vaclav and Jan as my initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are Paragati dasa and Turiya dasa respectively. See that they chant regularly 16 rounds and follow our principles. Then they will remain strong in Krishna consciousness. Their beads can be chanted upon by Hamsaduta dasa.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Badarinarayana:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        1 September, 1975

Ann Arbor

My Dear Badrinarayana das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your note dated May 9, 1975 attached to the letter by Pam Conger. Upon your recommendation I am accepting her as my initiated disciple, and her spiritual name is Padmahasta dasi. Please see that she chants regularly 16 rounds.

   Enclosed please find herewith a copy of a letter to Mr. Mahalingam. You have to deal tactfully in your preaching. Do not compromise the truth, but speak palatably so he does not reject it but accepts it. That is preaching.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Cyavana:

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        4 September, 1975

Nairobi

My Dear Cyavana Swami:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 14, 1975 with enclosed copy of letter to Shakti Mati and the proposed BBT and Spiritual Sky argeements. So it is good that Shakti Mati is again living in the temple. Keep her nicely. She is woman, so you call her Mother. As soon as you call her Mother, that I am so fallen please save, you are so great, then she will be very pleased. She is very talented and can organize the Pujari Dept. You say that the devotees are not enthusiastic, but this is important for spiritual life. Without Deity, then we are just sleeping and eating, and again they will return to hippie life. They must take care of the Deity very carefully. I saw once the film of the Deity installation there, and it was done very nicely, so why are they now slackening? Shakti Mati can teach others how to do things. They should assist her.

   It is very good that the Government is cooperating by giving land. It is a good opportunity. Do it nicely. Do not worry about the political situation. Try to convince the African leaders that we have nothing to do with politics. We are trying to unite the whole human society under the flag of Krishna consciousness, love of God. That is our mission. If we get African devotees, then we are successful. So already some are coming. Now keep them fixed, and they will bring others. That is nice that the Africans from South Africa are coming from there and joining you. The philosophy of South Africa is simply on the bodily platform. It is all nonsense. Can they be sure that in their next life they will be South Africans?

   The BBT arrangement you have made is all right, but Brahmananda Swami says that it may be difficult for the temples to maintain by giving to both the Book Fund and the Building Fund. So if it is not possible that the temples maintain themselves by giving 45% to the BBT and 45% to the Building Fund, then use the Building Fund for maintenance. But the BBT must get its money. That is the prime responsibility of every temple. So let the temples pay the BBT 50% and when you require money for construction, then we shall see.

   I understand you want to print Swahili literature with Dai Nippon and it will cost U.S. 8,000. So Dai Nippon gives BBT-L.A. credit, so let them order, and you pay L.A., even if you can transfer funds yearly. It doesn't matter. This publishing work is very important. I approve for you to get books from BBT-L.A. at reduced prices, at the cost price, the same as India is getting. You can inform Ramesvara that I give my sanction.

   Regarding my coming there, I want to come, especially your Mauritius program is attractive, but my present state of health will not allow me to travel outside of India. I am not having any appetite so I am eating less. By eating less where is the energy for travelling?

   Upon your recommendation I accept the children of Rasa-lila as my disciples. There spiritual names are Radhika devi dasi and Sanatana das Brahmacari. You can chant on their beads. I know the devotees there are working hard, especially as you have mentioned Prabhanu, Sharma, Dinanath, Jnana das, Caitya-guru, Jalakara das, and Pusta Krishna Swami. Because you are all cooperating with me, so much has been done. When I was alone I was taking so much trouble, but now there are so many assistants. But now you have to manage things very carefully and relieve me from the management so I can translate my books. But I do not want to see that everything deteriorates by your management. If you cannot increase then you should at least maintain what I have established.

   Yes, you are correct in feeling sorry for mistreating Shakti Mati and Nava Yoginder. Hitting the devotees is not good. We have to teach by our example.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. Now I have decided that I must come to Africa. So my visa for South Africa is valid up to October 18. Therefore I shall leave from Bombay approximately October 1 for Mauritius and stay there for one week. Pusta Krishna Swami may come there and take me to South Africa since none of my servants have S.A. visas. I shall stay in South Africa for one week. Then Pusta Krishna Swami may take me to Nairobi and I will stay there for one week and go to Mombassa if you think. Then I shall return to Bombay by the end of October. So you arrange this program.

   ACBS

   I shall decide later on.

   ACBS.bs

Letter to: Balavanta

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        7 September, 1975

Atlanta

My dear Balavanta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter undated with enclosed check for $500. Thank you very much. I am very glad to hear that everything is going on nicely, especially your developing your new 250-acre farm. Yes, if you can get the government to support our project, that would be big triumph for us. They are spending millions and millions of dollars trying to keep the young people from turning into hippies, drug-addicted, and we are actually doing it. So why they should not give us some support?

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as twice-born initiated brahmanas and their sanctified threads and mantra sheets are enclosed: Ballabadra Bhattacarya das Brahmacari and Mahejya das Brahmacari. I also accept as my initiated disciples the following and their spiritual names are: Dr. Richard Thompson, Ph.D.--Sadaputa das; Mike Dunn--Vedaguhya das; Chuck and Diana Sanders--Munjakesa das and Madamohini dasi; and Cindy Barber--Janmasunya dasi. Please see that they are chanting 16 rounds without fail. You should hold a fire sacrifice and let the second initiates hear the mantra from my recorded tape through their right ear. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

Letter to: Kurusrestha:

                                --

                            Ahmedabad

                        26 September, 1975

Denver

My Dear Kurusrestha das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 13, 1975 and have noted the contents with pleasure. The District Court has given us the permission "for as long as the country lasts." Were these exact words used in the judgement? This is very funny. The judge is a very funny man. He should be sent a congratulation letter. This should be quoted. Actually any gentleman should be a little humorous.

   So Krishna has given you the chance to spread Krishna consciousness so long your country lasts. So try to sell a similar quantity of books every day as you are now doing and that will encourage me. And you can offer your heartiest thanks to the justice because he has given us such a great facility. May by the grace of Krishna your country last forever, and may the justice also live a long time and may you go on selling books. That is my desire.

   Your country is very much liked by me, and I am sure that if your country takes this Krishna consciousness movement than nobody will be able to vanquish America at any time. With this aim in view try to convert your great country to become krishna conscious. There is a good chance for it, so if you try, you can do it. That is my opinion. I like America very much. So many good boys have come to me from America. Unless your country is good, how could good boys and girls come? You are not poverty sticken. That is a great qualification. You have all good qualities. You are open-minded people. So please go on breaking every month the records of how money you send to BBT. The more you go on in this way, the more your country will go on everlastingly. I see in your country that the girls are being exploited. They are taught to be independent so they become the playthings for sex. So where is the freedom? I want that they live, man and wife together, chant Hare Krishna and be happy.

   When I was in Denver I saw the temple very nice. You have great potential for spreading Krishna consciousness there. So if you organize things, it will be very nice. That the people are receiving you nicely, these are all signs of improvement. You have to be determined in your preaching, and at the same time remain humble. The two brother Jagai and Madhai injured Lord Nityananda, but still he continued to preach, and they became great Vaisnavas. In the beginning we have to face awkward situations, but if we stick to our principles and continue to preach, things will come round to our favor. The University wants you because they have seen it is as a good movement. Stick to our principles and be humble even if there is provocation; and things will come out successful. This is the instruction of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, trnad api sunicena.

   Regarding your festivals with prasadam, yes do it occasionally. There is no need of accumulating wealth more. You can get wealth more, and also spend wealth more. This is brahmanaism. Get and spend, but not to spoil and sqander. This example should be shown to others. That the City was paying you means that they are appreciating. Gradually they will all appreciate very much.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and there spiritual names are as follows:

   Mike Puglise--Govardhanadhari das

   Cheryl Puglise--Gopanandakari devi dasi

   Christina Mills--Pradhanagopika dasi

   Scott Byrnes--Yajnopabhokta das
   Please see that they follow the four regulative principles strictly and chant 16 rounds daily, and they will remain strong in Krishna consciousness. I also give brahminical initiation to Puja dasi. The mantra sheet is enclosed. She can hear at the fire sacrifice my tape recording through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Rocana:

                                --

                            Ahmedabad

                        26 September, 1975

Bridesville, Canada

My Dear Rochana das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 17, 1975 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the the following as my initiated disciples, and their names are:

   Dennis and Paula--Jnanamudra das & Trailokyasundari devi dasi

   Timothy Moore--Yoginatha das

   Peter and Carol Fortany--Rukminisa das and Vedagarbha devi dasi

   Ken Perry--Parampadam das

   Marlanee Boyadjian--Yasodanandapatni devi dasi
   Please see that that they will follow our rules and regulations and chant minimum 16 rounds daily. I also accept for second initiation Mahidhara das and Pracetana devi dasi. Enclosed is the sanctified thread and the mantra sheet.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                            Ahmedabad

                        26 September, 1975

Honolulu

My Dear Sukdev das:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 8, 1975 and have noted the contents. Yes, the girls when married to a brahmana, still they have to be recommended. She may be recommended by her husband.

   Upon your recommendation I accept Sita devi for second initiation. Enclosed is the mantra sheet. She must hear the recorded tape I have given through the right ear.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.bs

Letter to: Dina Bandhu

                                --

                              Durban

                         7 October, 1975

My Dear Dina Bandhu dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Sept. 25, 1975 with enclosed daksina and I thank you very much. So far as name for Portland Yatra is concerned, you may call it Manipur.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting both boys for my disciples. Their names are Girijarata dasa--Marty, and Amoghavirya dasa--Michael. Also, I am accepting Edhaniyasvabhava das brahmacari and Lila devi dasi as twice born brahmanas. You will find enclosed one brahmana thread duly chanted on. Now everyone must strictly follow the principles of chanting sixteen rounds japa daily, and refraining from illicit sex-life, intoxication, gambling, and animal slaughter and then they will not be blown away by the material energy. You may perform fire-yajna and brahmanas should hear a tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra through the right ear. I thank all of you for assisting me in spreading Lord Caitanya's Movement throughout the world. People are simply being cheated by so many rascals who pose themselves as big, big leader so you must all strictly follow the principles that I have established and for the general mass of people give them chanting, prasadam, and have them take some of our literature. That will benefit them and gradually they will come to the standard.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Sama

                                --

                           Johannesburg

                         20 October, 1975

Catonsville, Maryland

My dear Sama dasa,

   Please accept my blessings for you, your wife, and your new baby daughter, Sarada devi dasi. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 8, 1975 and I have noted the contents carefully. Thank you very much for the pictures of Baltimore yatra, especially I have appreciated the beauty of the Gaura-Nitai Deities which you are going to install. Where were these Deities made?

   I herein accept your proposal for first initiation as of Francis (Tulasiballabha das) and Carol (Ujjvalaprada dasi). Now, I am accepting them on your recommendation so you must convince them of the seriousness of following the four regulative principles and chanting a minimum of 16 rounds japa daily. Hold a fire-yajna and do the needful in this connection.
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

   Your ever-well-wisher,

   A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   ACBS.pks

  Letter to: Siddha Svarupananda

                                --

                           Johannesburg

                         20 October, 1975

Haiku, Hawaii

My dear Siddha Svarupa Ananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Sept. 25 with enclosed Guru-daksina and I thank you very much. I am pleased to accept your recommendation for the first initiation of William and Barbara Renaroza. Their names are Sakari das and Sivadasi respectively. Now hold a fire-yajna for their initiation and request them to honor the vow of following the four regulative principles and chanting of minimum 16 rounds japa daily.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

  Letter to: Amarendra

                                --

                           Johannesburg

                         21 October, 1975

Gainesville

My dear Amarendra dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 9-22-75 with enclosed Guru-daksina and I thank you very much.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees for initiation:

   1st. initiation: Robert Tarjan (Dronacaryaguru), Keith Consbruck (Manusrestha dasa)

   2nd. initiation: Bhusaya das Brahmacari, Jagannatha Tirtha das Brahmacari, Ekadasi das Brahmacari, Mahaprabhu das Adhikari, and Jalangi devi dasi.

   You will find enclosed 4 brahmana threads and you should perform fire-sacrifice for all of the new initiates stressing the responsibility involved. Everyone must follow the four regulative principles and chant minimum of 16 rounds japa daily. There is no question of falldown if one seriously follows these principles.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

   Letter to: Tulsi

                                --

                           Johannesburg

                         22 October, 1975

Los Angeles

My dear Tulsi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 13, 1975 and I have noted the contents with care.

   I have marked how you are making mrdangas. Make many mrdangas. It will solve a great problem.

   Concerning your idea to go port to port by ship, why waste time and energy. Don't spoil money purchasing boat. Port to port we can go by airplane.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Nb. On your recommendation, I am accepting the following devotees for initiation:

   1st. Initiation: Miriam Bicks (Dhrti devi dasi)

   Karen Wilson (Krsnastuta devi dasi)

   Connie (Pusti devi dasi)

   Maddonna (Kulapriya devi dasi)

   Bhakti Pete (Mahanidhi das)

   Ann Matesow (Yuvati devi dasi)

   Jim--(Ksamabhudi das)

   2nd Initiation: Gajapati das, Pundarika Vidyanidhi, and Raksana.

   Enclosed you will find 3 brahmana threads, and you may hold a fire-yajna emphasizing the importance of strictly following the 4 regulative principles, and chanting daily minimum of 16 rounds japa.

   ACBS.pks

Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                              Bombay

                         9 November, 1975

Honolulu

My dear Sukadeva das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 3, 1975 and have noted the contents. Regarding your question about prosecuting Manasvi, this is a local management problem. Do I have to say on this matter? So Gurukrpa has given you the instruction. So therefore you should issue some warrant. But why has Gurukrpa advised you if you are unable to do it? Why are you asking me this question? Stop this business.

   Regarding putting in the new temple floor, marble, and extending the Deity room, yes, that is nice. And your plans to have marble Panca-Tattva Deities, that is also good. You ask whether you should make your life's endeavor to have a temple on every island, but I say first of all improve the present temple, then talk of others.

   Regarding your request for initiation. I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples and their names are as follows: Steve Frederick Ricciardi--Puranarsi; Eric Duncan Botts--Santiparayana; Michael Stanely Misiak--Dharmajivana; David John Smith--Adi Karta; Ronald McClelland--Sarvasatya; Michael Delare Bodhaine--Munisvara; Carissa Annette Crammer--Mahavisnupriya. And for second initiation I accept the following as twice-born brahmanas: Godruma das Brahmacari, Bharata das Brahmacari and Daksa das Brahmacari. Enclosed are their sanctified threads and mantra sheets. You should hold a fire sacrifice and it is your responsibility to see that these devotees strictly follow the rules and regulations such as minimum chanting of 16 rounds daily and following the four regulative principles as well as attending the aroti and the classes. You should lecture to these devotees on the importance of this for their progress in spiritual life, otherwise they will again be carried away by maya.

   I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. I have received one letter from Trivikrama Maharaja requesting that Sacideva das and his Japanese wife and two children come immediately to Japan. He is required there. So I request you that you should send him there immediately. This is very important. He also has a valid missionary visa for Japan so his presence is required there now. ACBS.

ACBS.BS.mdd

Letter to: Visvakarma

                                --

                              Bombay

                         9 November, 1975

Toronto

My dear Visvakarma das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 3, 1975 with the enclosed statement about Von Maharaja. So I have now issued orders that all my disciples should avoid all of my godbrothers. They should not have any dealings with them nor even correspondence, nor should they give them any of my books or should they purchase any of their books, neither should you visit any of their temples. Please avoid them.

   I have received your telegram that you have purchased the church which I have seen when I was there in Toronto. So this is very good news. Please send me the details.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting Rodney Mort as my disciple and his name is Jitakandarpa. I also accept Nakadi das Brahmacari for brahminical initiation. Enclosed is his thread and mantra sheet. So you should hold a fire sacrifice and lecture on the importance of following the rules and regulations, chanting 16 rounds and all the devotional principles. This is your responsibility as the president of the temple. You must do it yourself and see that they also do it. This is the perfect way of teaching.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. What about that devotee from England who was to come to India? When I was in Toronto you agreed to send him. Now he is immediately required here in Bombay for construction supervision. I received your cable that you have purchased that church. Congratulations. What are the details? My blessings to Mr. Batra. ACBS

ACBS.BS.mdd

  Letter to: Alanatha

                                --

                              Bombay

                        10 November, 1975

Stockholm

My dear Alanatha das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your two letters dated 26th and 27th September 1975 and have noted the contents. Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following as my initiated disciples. Their names are as follows: Johnnie--Jamadagni das; Maggie--Vedatita devi dasi and Christine--Samhartri devi dasi. I also accept for second initiation Vrsnivallabha das Brahmacari. Enclosed is the sanctified mantra thread and mantra sheet. It is your responsibility as the president of the temple to see that these devotees strictly follow the rules and regulations such as chanting 16 rounds minimum on the beads. 16 is the minimum; one can chant more. There is no harm, but one at least must chant the fixed number of rounds. You should hold a fire sacrifice and they may hear the mantra from my recorded tape through the right year. The beads may be chanted on by Hamsaduta.
   Regarding the controversy that is going on there in Stockholm, what is the reason. This must be considered at a full meeting of the GBC. You may suggest a way to mitigate this difficulty and if it is not accepted, then both of them should resign. I know that Hamsaduta is very expert in selling books but books are not only for selling but also for reading. Now has the GBC become more than Guru Maharaja? As if simply GBC is meant for looking after pounds, shilling, pence. The GBC does not look after spiritual life. That is a defect. All of our students will have to become guru, but they are not qualified. This is the difficulty.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

Encs.

Letter to: Kirtanananda

                                --

                              Bombay

                        10 November, 1975

New Vrndavana

My dear Kirtanananda Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated September 24, 1975 together with your check for $1,111. I thank you very much for it. I was thinking that Kirtanananda Swami is angry upon me because I did not go to New Vrndavana, but what can I do? They are dragging me in so many places and it was arranged for me to see Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India. Therefore, leaving aside all other programs, I had to come here. Of course it has become a little effective because since then the government of India is not considering us an enemy, but they are giving us more and more facility to extend the visa. Then again I had to go to Mauritius, South Africa and East Africa. In Mauritius for the first time in my life I had to meet a very disastrous type of motor accident. We were four in motor carriage, the driver, Brahmananda Swami, Pusta Krsna Swami and myself. The driver was especially injured and we got a little bruises and cuts. Anyway, I have come to Bombay on November 3rd. Here the temple construction is now being undertaken seriously and we are looking after things.

   You say that you may be a broken gong, but you will never be broken. You are standing solidly by the grace of Krsna. Have faith in guru and Krsna and your attempt will be successful. You know how I started in the U.S.A. with faith both in the spiritual master and Krsna and they are certainly helping me. I am always praying to Krsna that the New Vrndavana attempt will be more and more successful and ideal for your country. That is my only prayer. I am glad to note that Indians are coming and that you are constructing a large kirtana and prasadam hall and also guest rooms. Yes, so you should do it and it will actually be a New Vrndavana in America. According to our program we will have to construct seven temples, Govindaji, Gopinatha, Madana-Mohana, Syamasundara., Damodara, Gokulananda and Radha-Ramana. And later on if possible, Rangunatha also. These guests rooms, it is very good you are constructing because they were needed.

   I am glad also that you have a new gosala. Let other farms see what is our behavior for the cows and how we derive benefit from them and that will be the living example to persons who are using cow flesh rather than cow milk.

   Regarding the palace, when will you expect to finish it so I may go there.

   I am glad to note that Pittsburgh temple management is going on nicely. This is wanted. We want cooperation. Why there should be non cooperation between ourselves. That is not good. Regarding your desire to be relieved of managing these other centers, I may request you to continue until the next Mayapur meeting and then you can make some other arrangement conveniently.

   Regarding your question about the dancing, the dancing should be done enthusiastically by raising the hands like Panca-Tattva. You can also dance enthusiastically by raising hands. All of Lord Caitanya's followers used to dance with raised hands. If someone dances with ecstasy, that is all right, but it is better to dance with raised hands.

   Regarding the topics of the Krsna book, this is Istagosthi. Istagosthi means discussion between ourselves but that should not be taken as a competition. It is not the subject matter for competition. It can be discussed in a small group of devotees. That is Istagosthi. This is better than competition.

   Regarding your recommendations for first and second initiation; I accept the following for first initiation: Ann Shotland-- Sukulina dasi and Diana Alpert--Gopalasyapriya dasi. And for second initiation I accept the following as twice-born brahmanas: Janaladha das, Manipuspaka dasi, Manisa dasi, Damodara Pandit das, Kalanidhi das, Uttamauja das, Ajitananda das and Mudhakari devi dasi. Enclosed are their sacred threads and the mantra sheet. Please see that they follow the rules and regulations. This is not to be taken lightly. If it is then surely they will again fall under the influence of maya. Mama maya duratyaya.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 6, 1975 with enclosed check for U.S. 1111.00 which replaces your previous check which you have cancelled. I am glad to see that the Brijbasi spirit is improving in get-up. Yes, it is all right to close the Buffalo farm. It is also all right to move Radha Madhava to Nandagram and keep Gaura-Nitai and Lord Jagannatha at Madhuban. ACBS

ACBS.BS.mdd

Letter to: Gurudasa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        12 November, 1975

Tampa

My dear Gurudasa Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 21, 1975 and have noted the contents with much pleasure. So I thank you very much because I see you are doing very good. Now you are doing something. So you should continue in this way. Do practical solid work. This is required. You are an old experienced devotee and I have personally trained you in so many things, so now it is your responsibility to train others otherwise what is the meaning of my training you? So do it with sincerity and know that Caitanya Mahaprabhu, He will give you all facility and you will be a success.

   This preaching and managing of the sankirtana parties is our real business. Do it more and Krsna will bless you more and more. It is very good that they are paying something for the lectures.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting for brahminical initiation Locasvara das. Enclosed is his sanctified gayatri thread and also the mantra sheet. I also accept for initiation Chris Nell and hs spiritual name is Srutisagara das. His beads may be chanted on by Tamala Krsna Gosvami. A fire sacrifice should be held so the brahminical initiate can hear the mantra through the right ear from my recorded tape. You should impress upon them of the responsibility for following the rules and regulations and chanting 16 rounds minimum each day. This will save them from maya. No, there is no special name for your Gaura-Nitai Deities.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

Letter to: Devotees of ISKCON Rome

                                --

                              Bombay

                        13 November, 1975

Rome

My dear devotees of ISKCON Rome,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received from Haihaya recommendations for the following devotees for initiation and I am glad to accept them. Their spiritual names are as follows: Bhakta Tonino--Narakantaka; Bhakta Franco-- Sjjanasraya; Bhaktin Miriam--Amohamoha; Bhaktin Subrena--Yoganandakari; Bhaktin Luciana--Vicitravasini; and Bhaktin Micaela--Citrarupini. So the beads may be chanted on by Bhagavan das and be sure to see that all these devotees follow all our rules and regulations, chanting minimum 16 rounds and attending the mangala aroti and the Srimad-Bhagavatam class. This is very important because the maya is very strong, mama maya duratyaya. But we can easily cross beyond it if we take cent per cent shelter of the lotus feet of Krsna. Mam eva ye prapadyante. mayam etam taranti te.

   I have asked Haihaya to remain here in India for helping in the management of the Krishna-Balarama temple in Vrndavana and he has gone there.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

   Letter to: Prabhavisnu

                                --

                              Bombay

                        13 November, 1975

London

My dear Prabhavisnu das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter undated and accept upon your recommendation the following as my initiated disciples. For first initiation, their spiritual names are as follows: Martin Webster--Akhandadhi; Gordon Stocker--Prithvipati; John Morgan--Dharanidhara; Frank Jokson--Yajnanga; Terry Maloncis--Adi Kurma; Lynn Avionis--Sri Kama dasi. I also accept the following as twice-born brahmanas and their threads and mantra sheets are enclosed: Krpamoya das, Yasodadulal das, Sarvasagara das, Gokulananda das; Ragudvaha das, Cittavinodama das, Vamsivadana das, Anjana devi dasi. You should have a fire sacrifice and the second initiates should hear through the right ear the mantra on my recorded tape. The beads may be chanted upon by Hamsaduta. It is your responsibility to see that these devotees that you have recommended strictly follow the rules and regulations, chanting 16 rounds, attending the classes and the mangala aroti and refraining from the four prohibitions. You should lecture on these points at the initiation ceremony so that everyone understands fully. And by your own example you should teach.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

Encs.

Letter to: Govardhana

                                --

                              Bombay

                        18 November, 1975

Detroit

My dear Govardhana das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 7, 1975. It is a very good achievement that you have gotten this new building in Detroit. It is very aristocratic and prestigious. Do everything very nicely there now. You now have very good facility for broadcasting our Krsna consciousness propaganda. Just do everything very carefully and soberly. As soon as everything is set up, I will go there. You can call the new Detroit temple Devasadhan, meaning celestial.

   Upon your recommendation, I accept as twice-born initiated brahmanas Ramananda Raya das and Visvatomukha das. Enclosed are their brahminical threads, duly sanctified and the mantra sheet. Hold a fire sacrifice and impress upon them the importance of following the rules and regulations so that they may not be affected by the influence of maya. There is two things: there's Krsna and there's sex life. So if you want to have Krsna, one must be above illicit sex life. That requires some strength. So you have to impress upon them that following these rules and regulations, especially by chanting Hare Krsna, one will become strong. Unfortunately, we have no taste for this chanting. This is our misfortune.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

  Letter to: Jagadisa

                                --

                              Bombay

                        20 November, 1975

Dallas

My dear Jagadisa das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 8, 1975. 

…The whole world is misled. You must apply your brains how to spread Krsna consciousness. I am an old man. I can give you the idea. Now you have to carry it out.

…Upon your recommendation, I am accepting the following devotees as my initiated disciples and their spiritual names are as follows: William C. Rich is Kanupriya das; Gregory Furgeson is Gopala das; Melinda Pickup is Yogamaya dasi; David Sliman is Sesadeva das; Sam Santoro is Pralabaha das; Kelly Griffin is Yugapriya and Tracy Smith is Vamana-devi. I also accept for second initiation Rajendranandanana das, Lokahita dasi. Also from Winnipeg, I accept for second initiation Dharmaprana das, Natha das, Lalita devi dasi and Misrani devi dasi. The sanctified gayatri threads are enclosed and also the mantra sheets.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

  Letter to: Nalinikanta

                                --

                              Bombay

                        21 November, 1975

Phoenix

My dear Nalinikanta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due reciept of your letter of November 9, 1975 and also your telegram to Brahmananda Swami reading as follows: "ASK SRILA PRABHUPADA IF WE SHOULD BUY SMALL CHURCH IN PHOENIX TWO BLOCKS FROM UNIVERSITY WITH $15,000 to $20,000 LOAN FROM BBT. WIRE BACK IMMEDIATELY AS MAY BE SOLD SOON. NALINIKANTA." So this matter I cannot say because I do not know what money is available. You have to consult this with Ramesvara. Regarding taking sannyasa, this mentality that either I will have sex life or I will take sannyasa, this is not proper. Sannyasa means that one is finished with material life. So you have gotten married and you are in family life. So you should remain there. So you thought that by getting married you would expand your service. So you should do that. Actually all my disciples are sannyasis because they have surrendered everything in the service of Krsna.
   I have read the clipping and you have also mentioned of the women wearing karmi clothes and going into sex movies and bars late at night for collecting. So this kind of canvassing should be immediately stopped.

   Upon your recommendation I am accepting the following two brahmacaris as my initiated disciples. And their names are Malcolm Perey is Yamunapata das and Monte Flynn is Kalatita das. It is your responsibility since you are recommending them that they follow strictly the rules and regulations and remain strong in Krsna consciousness. They must attend the mangala aroti and the Srimad-Bhagavatam class and Bhagavad-gita class and chant 16 rounds minimum daily and also follow the four rules and regulations.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.BS.mdd

December

                      Letter to: Cakravarti

                                --

                            New Delhi

                         2 December, 1975

My Dear Cakravarti Prabhu,

   Please accept my blessings. I have accepted the following list of Boy and Girls as my duly initiated disciples. So you are the president there at Schloss Rettershof, it is your duty to see that the standards of Krishna Consciousness are always maintained, especially chanting 16 rounds daily, observing the four regulative principles, no meat, fish, eggs, no intoxication, no gambling, and no illicit sex life. The students must all attend morning and evening arati and classes. If we follow this simple program along with regular sankirtana, distributing the books and preaching, then there will be no fall down. Just like if one keeps himself clean and properly nourished by eating regularly, he will not infect disease, but if there is neglect, then there is room for infection, he becomes weak and fall prey to disease. So Krishna consciousness is the medicine for the material disease, and chanting Hare Krishna mantra sincerely is the basic ingredient of that medicine.

   George--Pavenesvara das

   Joseph--Airavata

   Thomas--Gurusrestha Das

   Duri--Dhanadhena Das

   Tulsi--Dinadyatma Das

   Ananda Kumar--Giri Pati Das

   Bernhardt--Marendra Das

   Jurgen--Yadasampati Das

   Peter--Devarsirat Das

   Jutta--Saumyarupa Devi Dasi

   Sabina--Amahamaha Devi Dasi
   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

Letter to: Pusta Krsna

                                --

                            New Delhi

                         2 December, 1975

My Dear Pusta Krishna Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated November 17, 1975. Regarding the car, you just register it in your name in Germany. Hamsaduta Prabhu has agreed to give the 11% tax until export. Then drive it here and when it is here we will see how to manage.

   The list of devotees to be initiated have been named as follows;

   Mike Harris--Pandavagrya Das

   John Antonopaula--Nagendra Das

   Gail Netherlands--Vimoha Devi Dasi

   Martha Kriek--Venurati Devi Dasi

   You may chant on their beads, and instruct them nicely in the regulative principles and philosophy of Krishna consciousness.

   The Jehova's witnesses do not accept the fact of rebirth, and they claim "AWAKE" so this is nonsense. Your letter was very nice. The whole world is in darkness, we are bringing light by preaching Bhagavata Dharma. Thank you for helping me.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

P.S. I just received you letter dated Nov. 20. Yes a roof carrier will be nice.

ACBS.had

Letter to: Madhudvisa

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         7 December, 1975

Melbourne

My Dear Madhudvisa Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter with the recommendations for first and second initiation, their names are as follows;

   Steve--Visvahetu Das

   Dave--Dustamohana Das

   Grant--Jitagarisa Das

   Rodney--Usapati Das

   Peter--Adhipurusa Das

   Samjata Das Brahmacari

   Lugudi Das Brahmacari

   Veno Gopala Das Brahmacari

   Krpa Kara Das Brahmacari

   Jagatvira Das Brahmacari

   Asta Siddhi Das Brahmacari

   I have chanted on the sacred threads and they are enclosed herewith, now hold a fire ceremony and have the students hear the Gayatri mantra chanted by me and the tape recording through the right ear. Instruct the newly initiated Brahmins about cleanliness, taking bath three time daily, taking bath each time after passing stool. Cleanliness within and without, that is very important for brahminical life. The qualifications of the Brahmanans are described in the 18th Chapter 42nd verse of the Bhagavad gita. You may chant on the beads of the first initiates, and they must chant at least 16 rounds daily, that will keep them strong.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

Letter to: Sivarama

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         7 December, 1975

Winnepeg

My Dear Sivarama Prabhu,

   Please accept my greetings. From your report I can understand that things are going on there very nicely. When I first came to America I never imagined that this movement would spread so far and wide. I thought that my Guru Maharaja has ordered me to try to spread his teachings in the English language, so let me try. In a country where everyone is trained from childhood to indulge in sinful activities who will accept these restrictions, no meat fish and eggs, no intoxicants, no gambling, no illicit sex life. These things are the life and soul of western people, and I never imagined that even one person would accept. But by the mercy of my spiritual master and Krishna the thing has taken shape. I am so much indebted to you nice boys and girls who are helping me in this mission that I always pray to Krishna for your advancement in Going back to Godhead more and more. Thank you.

   I am accepting the student you have recommended for Brahmin initiation, their names as follows; Dharmaprana das Brahmacari, Natha Das Brahmacari, Misrami Devi Dasi, and Lalita Devi Dasi. Hold a fire ceremony, and let the students hear the mantra from the tape recording through the right rear. Brahminical life means to be very very clean, inside and out. Inside by chanting and hearing, and outside by bathing three times daily, if not possible at least two times, but never less than once. Bathing after passing stool. The qualifications of the Brahmanas are described in the 18th Chapter of Bhagavad gita verse 42 "Peacefulness, self-control, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, wisdom, knowledge and religiousness--these are the qualities by which the brahmanas work." So see that these instructions are being followed nicely.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

Letter to: Hrdayananda

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        11 December, 1975

My Dear Hrdayananda Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated November 25, 1975, I have noted the contents carefully.

   The deities in the picture you sent appear nice. Also the article, Visa to the Kingdom of the spirit looks favorable, although I cannot read the language.

   Your idea of printing a delux edition and an ordinary edition is all right, everyone should get a book that is the idea, so do it.

   The idea of GBC changing zones for 2-3 months of the year is also good. Bring up this point at the Mayapur meeting and vote on it.

   I accept the below listed students as my initiated disciples their new names are given and you may hold a fire ceremony and chant on their beads. Instruct them to chant 16 rounds daily and refrain from the four sinful habits of material life. The second initiates should hear the Matra from the tape recording through the right ear, instruct them in habits of cleanliness, and brahminical qualifications and behavior.

   BRAZIL--

   Amaro--Srivatsa Das

   Sergio--Jagajjaitra Das

   Helio--Kalanemiha Das

   Evaraldo--Anantakirti Das

   Antonoi--Visvandya Das

   Rogerio--Kuladeva Das

   Pedro Paulo--Yajnatrata Das

   Ariel--Dvijapriya Das

   Argentina

   Oscar--Jayadhvaja Das

   Hector--Sadhyasrestha Das

   Ramon--Sahasranama Das

   Humberto--Dharmananda Das

   Maria--Rasasun Devi Dasi

   Lilian--Yogini Devi Dasi

   Silvia--Rasavasini Devi Dasi

   Kamala Carana Das--second initiation

   Premaprayojana Das--second initiation

   Mexico city

   Arturo--Dvija hari Das

   Rafael--Yajnaphalada Das

   Vivara--Visvaksena Das

   Alfredo--Devyahpati Das

   Ricardo--Kripalu Das

   Ricardo A.--Adityesa Das

   Isabel--Bhutabhavya Das

   Efren--Sananava Das

   Raul--Stutya Das

   Jorge--Vedasara Das
Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

  Letter to: Bhagavan

                                --

                              Bombay

                        19 December, 1975

Paris

My Dear Bhagavan Prabhu,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received the list of first and second initiations and I have accepted them as my duly initiated disciples. Enclosed please find the sacred threads duly chanted upon by me. Now hold a fire ceremony, and instruct the new devotees to chant 16 rounds daily and follow the regulative principles of devotional service.

   The newly initiated brahmanas should hear the mantra from the tape recording through the right ear. Brahmin initiation means to be very clean, inside and outside. Inside by chanting the glories of the Lord, and outside by bathing regularly. Washing hands and mouth after eating. Instruct them all these things, and do it yourself, example is better than precept.

   First initiates

   Paris

   Olivea--Valyavapu Das

   Mathilde Bonci--Nandirupaka Dasi

   Benny Beandin--Sadasivapriya Das

   Bruno Leny--Aristanasana Das

   Christian Zkine--Kesinasana Das

   Nicole Bouborin--Dharmarupa Dasi

   Anne Faramice--Gopanandini Dasi

   Rome

   Alessio--Papaha Das

   Emanuel--Artiha Das

   Carlo Dipalo--Suptavigraha Das

   Carlo Zacca--Dhenupalaka Das

   Paolo--Bhutiha Das

   Fregro--Valihara Das

   Second initiates

   Adisekhara Das

   Canarari Das

   Salagrama Das

   Bhima Das

   Jivadaya Das
   (1. Richard Diller, 2. Ann Diller--1. Sivatmaka Das, 2. Pralambahari Dasi
   I hope this letter meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.had

Letter to: Mahavisnu

                                --

                              Bombay

                        31 December, 1975

Edinburgh, Scotland

My Dear Mahavisnu Prabhu,

   Please accept my blessings I am in receipt of your letter dated December 12, 1975.

   It is very unfortunate that Savitri devi dasi met with such a bad accident. The material world is full of danger at every step. Even a great devotee like Bhisma met his end by being pierced with hundreds of arrows, but he was so powerful that he waited in that condition to see Lord Krishna before he passed away. These are the examples of Bhagavatam, and we have to try to follow the instructions of such great personalities. Please offer my blessings to this nice girl and prayers for her well being.

   Regarding your getting married, I have no objection. However as a brahmacari you are not obligated to marry, what is the advantage to your getting married? that should be considered. if one can remain brahmacari that is best. Finish this life and go back to Godhead, that is the basic idea of Krishna consciousness movement. So you decide.

   The Edinburgh temple may be moved. However Hamsaduta Prabhu has suggested that if it is to be moved why not move it to Birmingham or Manchester where there will be more facility to preach and make life members and devotees.

   I hope this letter meets you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

   P.S. As you have recommended, I accept Jagaddhatri devi dasi for 2nd initiation. Now you must hold a fire ceremony. She should hear the mantra from the tape recording through the right ear. Brahmana initiation means to be very clean, inside and outside. Inside by chanting the glories of the Lord, and outside by bathing regularly, washing hands and mouth after eating. Instruct her on all of these things and do it yourself, as

   ACBS.hda
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Letter to: Hrdayananda

                                --

                             Nellore

                         4 January, 1976

Los Angeles

My dear Hrdayananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated December 22, 1975. I am glad to learn that everything is going nicely in your zone. In South America the people are not so rich nor so enlightened as their North American neighbors, but they are very nice people and somewhat pious and that is their credit. Now just try to deliver Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's message to them. As you are doing go on publishing books, more and more, in Spanish and Portuguese.

   It is very good that you have concentrated all the production of Spanish and Portuguese literature to Los Angeles. Please thank all the devotees of the Spanish BBT for the beautiful edition of Bhagavad-gita As It Is. This book publishing was the most important work of my Guru Maharaja and he ordered me to continue in the Western world. So I am very much indebted to all of you who are helping me to carry out the order of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami. Please see that all of our books are translated as nicely as this edition of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

   Jagadisa Prabhu also is thinking to come as my GBC secretary for the month of February. If you come in February I have no objection, I can have three dozen secretaries. If your business will not suffer, you are welcome anytime. I wish to remain with all my disciples together, but we have to do preaching work and therefore have to remain separate. But actually there is no question of separation for one engaged in Lord Krishna's service.

   I accept Sriman Raghava Caitanya das Brahmacari for second initiation. Enclosed please find his sacred thread duly chanted on. Now you must hold a fire ceremony. He should hear the mantra through a tape recording in the right ear. Brahmin initiation means to be very clean, inside and outside. Inside by chanting the Lord's name, and outside by bathing regularly, washing hands and mouth after eating. Instruct him on all these things and do it also yourself--example is better than precept.

   I hope this letter finds you in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Locanananda

                                --

                             Nellore

                         5 January, 1976

Amsterdam

My dear Locanananda,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated December 31, 1976 and have noted the contents carefully.

   Your Deities shall be named Radha Gopinatha. Your report is very encouraging about book printing. The more we distribute books our mission becomes solidified.

   Yes, we should always remember following the regulative principles and reading our books. That will give us spiritual strength.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept as my initiated disciples: First initiation; Mr. Claude Nowe--Klesapaha-dasa, Bert de Vos-- Vrsnivamsa-dasa, Belgin Kaya--Vedasmrit-dasi, and Maria Eugenia Jorquera--Marutvati-dasi; Second initiation; Jaya Gopala dasa, Janaraja dasa, Aharadi dasa. Now, hold a fire sacrifice and instruct the devotees to follow strictly the regulative principles and always chant a minimum of 16 rounds. Let Bhagavan dasa chant on their beads. Play the tape of me chanting Gayatri into the right ears of the second initiates and teach them how to count on their finger divisions.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Aksayananda

                                --

                             Nellore

                         6 January, 1976

My Dear Aksayananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letters dated 24th December and 31st December, 1975, and have noted the contents of each carefully.

   Regarding the land of Sri R. N. Bhargava, since he is offering it to us for our unconditional use, why not take it? Naturally, if we start a Gosala there, later on we can start a Vedic school for the higher class of people. Study of the Vedas is not meant for children. You should ascertain definitely by asking some knowledgable persons, whether or not the Ganges will come again. Another point is whether the government can be induced to build a road there. So, if there is possibility of developing the land, then we can take it.

   The other piece of land near the Kailash Temple is the most important place in Kanpur. Please enquire from Mr. Kapur what is the actual size of the land and what would be the conditions for transferring it to our name. That land would be most ideal for establishing our center in Kanpur.

   I am very glad to hear that Sri Mungturam Jayapuria wishes to stay at our Guesthouse when he visits Vrindaban. He is a very big man, one of the big industrialists like Birla and Dalmia. Please deal very nicely with him, for if he is pleased with us he can be very helpful.

   I am glad to know that new men are coming to help with the activities in Vrindaban temple. The kitchen department should be very clean and things should not be wasted. This is the first consideration. Yesterday we have visited a very old and famous Ranganatha Temple here in Nellore. Everything is being managed very nicely and there are very nice arrangements for those who come for darsana. So similarly our temple in Vrindaban must be managed expertly that everyone who comes is given caranamrta and prasadam of the Deity.

   The translation of Dr. Radha Raman Gupta is not very good. We have sent Mr. Singh and Mr. Mitra for this purpose.

   I accept Govinda das Brahmacari for second initiation. Enclosed is his sacred thread duly chanted on by me. Now you have to hold a fire ceremony and let him hear the gayatri mantra from the tape recording in his right ear. If he is going to engage in the Deity's service, he must be taught to be very clean. Brahmin means to be clean--internally by chanting the Lord's glories and externally by regular bathing.

   I hope this will meet you in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Brisakapi

                                --

                             Nellore

                         7 January, 1976

My Dear Brisakapi,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated December 12th, 1976. I am very pleased that we have now got such a wonderful property in the nation's capitol, Washington, D.C. The photos show that there is good opportunity to develop it into a very important center, and since you say that it is in a most aristocratic location, it is certainly Krishna's mercy. If you can make arrangements for me to meet with the President, I shall surely go.

   As far as your desire to have Sita Rama Deities, it is a good idea, but you should wait for some time. First see that you have sufficient brahmanas who are very well trained and qualified, then you can consider to install Sita, Rama, Laksmana, and Hanuman. They are the ideal King and it will be very suitable that They reign over the capitol of America. Now you have got Gaura Nitai Deities, so you can go ahead and get Prabhupada and Bhaktisiddhanta Deities immediately. Guru and Gauranga worship is standard for all our temples.

   I am very much pleased to see how much you and all the devotees have increased sankirtana in the Washington area. This you should all make your main business. For a long time there was not so much book distribution done there, but now that you are all concentrating on it there will be no shortage of anything. It is wonderful how many big books you are able to distribute.

   I accept John Weber as my initiated disciple. His new name is Ramasena das Brahmacari. See that he chants daily sixteen rounds and follows strictly the rules and regulations. Similarly, I accept Krsna Gopala das, Vardhanya das, Puspuvan das, Gabhira das, Ambujaksa das, and Megha devi dasi for second initiation. Now you must hold a fire ceremony. Enclosed are the sacred threads for the brahmanas. They should be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape recording. Brahmin means to be very clean--inside by chanting the Lord's glories and outside by regular bathing. Teach everyone by your personal example. Also you must see that the brahmanas are given sufficient time to read the books. Soon we shall be introducing the Bhakti-sastri examination which all brahmanas will be expected to pass. It will be based on Bhagavad-gita, N. O. D., Nectar of Instruction, Isopanisad, and the small paperback books like Easy Journey. A brahmana should be pandita.

   I hope this meets you in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Abhirama

                                --

                              Bombay

                         9 January, 1976

Miami

My dear Abhirama,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated 8th December, 1975. I have replied your previous letter. I do not know why you have not received it.

   I accept all the candidates for first initiation as my duly initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are:

   Bhakta Wayne Melton--Visvavrksa dasa

   Bhakta Michael Cremo--Drutakarma dasa

   Bhakta Sunil Awatramani-- Adridharana dasa

   Bhakta Andrew Hooper--Srimaya dasa

   Bhaktin Bernadette--Andharupa dasi

   Bhaktin Antoinette--Harestanu dasi

   Now you must hold a fire ceremony. Everyone must vow to chant faithfully 16 rounds minimum a day and follow strichtly the rules and regulations. This will insure spiritual strength.

   They newly initiated brahmanas are Nandanacarya das, Raghunath Puri das, Langaganesh das, Janardana das, Trimalla Bhatta das, and Nartaka Gopala dasi. They should participate in the fire ceremony and afterward should hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape through the right ear. Brahmin means cleanliness--inside by chanting and externally by regular bathing. Teach them this, not only by precept but by your personal example.

   Now you have got very excellent land, so develop it very nicely. Miami is a tropical climate, so it should be made very lush with fruit and flower trees. I was very glad to see how your temple is now amongst the big leaders of book distribution. This is a sure sign of spiritual strength, for where there is preaching there must be life. Please go on increasing more and more the book distribution. You are working in the right direction.

   I hope this meets you and all the devotees at New Naimisaranya Forest in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Locanananda

                                --

                              Bombay

                         10 January, 1976

Amsterdam

My dear Locanananda dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated November 28th, 1975. Your letter was received late so it was not possible to send you a reply in time for your Deity installation ceremony.

   I have received the names of all the candidates for initiation and I accept them all as my duly initiated disciples. Their new spiritual names are as follows:

   Jan Appelman--Jayagopal dasa

   Freddy Van de Buerie--Mahasrnga dasa

   Raymond Nota--Jnanaraja dasa

   Henry Fluster--Akhiladhara dasa

   Peter Vander Heyden--Divyasinhadasa

   Patricio--Krtayajna dasa

   Jannie Smit--Mangalaya dasi

   Tettje Meursing--Aharada dasi

   Francisco van der Linden--Atitagamana dasi
   I also accept Yasodavatsala das and Bhasyakara das for second initiation. Enclosed you will find their sacred threads which I have chanted on. Now hold a fire ceremony and the brahmanas may afterward be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape recording through the right ear. First initiated devotes must vow to always chant minimum 16 rounds daily and strictly observe the regulative principles. The Brahmins must practice cleanliness, internally by chanting the Lord's glories and externally by bathing regularly. In addition the brahmanas should study carefully, especially Gita, Isopanisad, Nectar of Devotion and Nectar of Instruction as well as all the small paperbacks. Soon we will have yearly examinations for brahmanas based on these books and those who pass will be awarded Bhakti-sastri titles.

   I hope this meets you all well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Visvakarma

                                --

                              Bombay

                         10 January, 1976

Toronto

My dear Viswakarma,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your undated letter.

   Yes, it is the mercy of Krishna that we have got such an important building in Toronto. It is a top-most triumph. If you can fix up a neon sign always moving with the maha-mantra Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, that will be a great achievement. The sign can be on from evening to mid-night, that will be the proper utilization of such an ideal building and location. Christianity is now declining, therefore they are having to sell all their churches to us. Because they have got no clear idea of God, people are not satisfied with them. But we can explain what God is, so people are appreciating more and more our Movement. Now by Krishna's grace you have a beautiful Temple, use it to preach very vigorously. If you all strictly follow the principles and chant sixteen rounds, your spiritual strength will be insured, and our Movement will become increasingly prominent.

   I accept the recommended devotees as my initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are:

   Errol Lewis--Ugresa dasa

   Craig Harper--Asuramarjara dasa

   Subash Batra--SubhaVilasa dasa

   Asha Batra--Ashalata dasi

   Now you have to hold a fire ceremony. Instruct everyone to faithfully chant 16 rounds and follow the regulative principles. Teach them by your personal example.

   Regarding Bon Maharaja, in the future he should be completely avoided. We shall have no further connection with him.

   Enclosed is a letter to SubhaVilasa which you may please deliver to him.

   I hope this meets you in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Bahudak

                                --

                              Bombay

                         11 January, 1976

Vancouver

My dear Bahudak,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated December 15th, 1975 and I have noted the contents carefully.

   I was very glad to learn how our devotees are coming out victorious in the preaching to the university professors and students. Other groups have no philosophy nor do they have any idea of spiritual life, what to speak of living it. Our movement is authorized. Our books are based on the statements of the most exalted devotees. And if we follow strictly the guidlines for devotional service as they are given in the Nectar of Devotion and Nectar of Instruction, then no one can touch us. Our position is definitely due to our books, therefore I am always pressing on this point. All the groups are declining including the Christians. We are being harassed by the authorities and they are all Christians. Because they are losing ground, and we are increasing, they are trying to stop us. There is always this battle between the demons and the devotees, but the devotees always win because they are protected by Krishna.

   It is good that you are again the President of the Vancouver temple. Of course the farm projects are important but more stress should be given to Sankirtana. We require so much money here in India. So Jayatirtha has said right. Whatever we are doing in India is from the BBT fund. Continue to go out on Sankirtana. Example is better than precept.

   The harmonium may be played during bhajan if there is someone who can play melodiously. But it is not for kirtana and arati.

   All of the devotees you have recommended I accept for initiation. Dharmarupa das, Subavrata dasi, Mahojjvala dasi, Sthanur das, Jagadadija das, Damagosh das and Kanti-mati should after holding a fire ceremony, be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape recording. They must always keep clean, internally by chanting the Lord's glories, and externally by regular bathing. In addition they should regularly study Bhagavad-gita, Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, Isopanisad and all the paperbacks because soon we shall be holding examinations based on these books for the brahmanas. Those who pass will be given the title Bhakti-sastri. Gail Bergeron's spiritual name is Paratpara dasi. She that she chants minimum 16 rounds daily and strichtly follows the regulative principles.

   I hope this meets you and all the devotees there well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Rupanuga

                                --

                              Bombay

                         11 January, 1976

New York

My dear Rupanuga,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated December 26th, 1975, and I have noted the contents.

   The bombastic distribution of Krsna Trilogies in New York is wonderful. I have read the report given in the Sankirtana Newsletter. But one thing is whether they have collected enough to cover all the costs. I have heard that despite all this distribution, now there is a big debt to the Book Fund. The GBC has to manage so expertly that there will not be debts. This debt to the Book Fund must be cleared immediately, if possible by the Mayapur meeting. Now we require so much money for the Temple projects in India, but if the Temples do not pay their book bills from where will I get the money?

   Svarupa Damodara has written me about the Bhaktivedanta Summer Institute. It is a very good idea. If possible try to accommodate it on one of the farms we already have. To buy another farm simply for this purpose is not very practical. The Institute should not only stress book study but there must be equal time given to kirtana, arati, prasadam, etc. There must be spiritual life, then book study will have meaning.

   Many people have mentioned the nice prasadam distribution program in our New York Temple. I have heard also that on Sundays there are 500 people attending. So there is tremendous scope for preaching. Now this building must be organized very expertly. I want to come in April or May, but whether my quarters are ready or not?

   In the six day book distribution, Eastern zone was first. This is our most important work. All the leaders should tax their brains for increasing the sales of our books. I have always said that if we simply rely on book distribution all our needs will be met.

   We shall never use this artificial fertilizer on our farms. It is forbidden in the sastras. If you plant easily grown crops once in the year, then the earth will not become exhausted. Don't overuse the land.

   I accept Bhakta John as my disciple and also Padmamalini dasi for second initiation. His name is Amara das. Now hold a fire ceremony. She may be allowed to hear the mantra through the right ear from the tape. Instruct them both on the meaning of first and second initiation respectively.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

  Letter to: Makhanlal

                                --

                             Calcutta

                         15 January, 1976

St. Louis

My dear Makhanlal,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated January 1st, 1976.

   I accept all the new devotees as my initiated disciples. Their names are:

   Glenn Wharton--Isvaripati dasa

   Andy De Souza--Sarvadevamaya dasa

   Thomas Wyhaupt--Guruvagmi

   Harry Troy--Vedatma dasa

   Now you must hold a fire ceremony. Everyone must agree to chant daily minimum of 16 rounds and follow strichtly the rules and regulations. I also accept Gopta Das for second initiation. I have enclosed his sacred thread duly chanted on. After the fire ceremony he should hear the Gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape. Brahmin means to be very clean, inside by chanting the Lord's glories and externally by regular bathing. Teach him these things by your personal example.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Yasomatinandana

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         18 January, 1976

New Zealand

My dear Jashomatinandan,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of the names of the persons recommended for first and second initiation. I accept all the new devotees as my initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are:

   Bhakta Phil--Sarvaksadasa

   Bhakta Mark--Parivadi dasa

   Bhakta Jimmy--Kalasamvara dasa

   Bhakta Bruce--Rudracandi dasa

   Bhakta Martin--Krodhesvara dasa

   Bhaktin Karen--Sarvaga dasi

   Bhaktin Sue--Brahmapatni dasi
   All of them must agree to faithfully chant 16 rounds minimum daily and rigidly abide by the four regulative principles.

   I accept Sriman Ram das and Sriman Dayasara das for second initiation. Their sacred threads are duly chanted on and are enclosed. Brahmin means to be clean--inside by always chanting the Lord's glories, and outside by regular bathing. Brahmin also means pandita, so they must be able to support their preaching by quoting sastric references. Particularly, they should study Bhagavad-gita, Sri Isopanisad, Nectar of Devotion and Nectar of Instruction as well as all the small paperbacks. There will be a yearly examination for all Brahmins based upon these books.

   Now you must hold a fire ceremony. Afterwards, the brahmanas may hear the Gayatri mantra through the right ear from the tape recording. Teach everyone to follow the principles by your personal example.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Nalinikanta

—

Mayapur

31 January, 1976

76-01-31

Phoenix

My dear Nalinikanta,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated January 12th, 1976.

I accept Mr. and Mrs. Kelley as my disciples. Their spiritual names are Sarvasiddhirat das and Svayamprabha dasi. Now you must hold a fire ceremony and they should vow to always chant minimum of sixteen round daily and strictly to adhere to the regulative principles.

Regarding Phoenix Temple, this should be discussed at the forthcoming GBC meeting. I want that in every village and town there may be Temple. But how far this is possible now, that has to be discussed.

I am glad that you are bringing 10 devotees to Mayapur for the festival. We are constructing 67 rooms more and we hope they will be ready when all the devotees come.

I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/tkg

  Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                             Mayapur

                         5 February, 1976

Honolulu

Dear Sukadeva dasa,

   Please accept my blessings.

   I have received the names of the candidates for initiation which you included in your recent undated letter and I accept them all as my duly initiated disciples. Their new spiritual names are as follows:

   Scott Wheeler Whitley--Sauri das

   Howard Lee Sewell--Haravapu das

   Roberta Marie Rivet--Radhanarupini dasi

   Shinna Theresa Diaz--Sakhi dasi

   I also accept Kanva das Brahmacari for second initiation. Enclosed you will find his sacred thread which I have chanted on. Now hold a sacrifice, a fire ceremony, and afterwards the brahmana initiate may be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape recording through the right ear. First initiate devotees must vow to always chant minimum 16 rounds daily and strictly observe the regulative principles. The brahmanas must practice cleanliness internally by chanting the Lord's glories and externally by bathing regularly. You personally should set a high standard for the new devotees to follow.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.dda

  Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                             Mayapur

                        14 February, 1976

San Diego

My dear Gunagrahi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated February 5, 1976.

   Regarding your question about the brahmacaris, you may consult the GBC regarding this matter. Tamala Krishna Maharaja especially is qualified to give you good answer.

   Thank you for the picture of Radha-Giriraja: it is very nice. I am having it framed for hanging in my room here in Mayapur.

   The boys you have recommended may be initiated. Hold a fire sacrifice and they may vow before the deity, the spiritual master and the fire that they will chant 16 rounds minimum and obey the four regulative principles. Their names are as follows:

   Dan Cooper--Dhiman Dasa

   Mary Sandoval--Mahodari dasi

   The six devotees you have recommended for second initiation may also receive the gayatri mantra in the right ear and you may instruct them to be clean inside by always chanting Hare Krishna and clean externally by bathing regularly. You yourself should set the example for them all.

   I hope this finds you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.dda

  Letter to: Gadi

                                --

                             Mayapur

                        16 February, 1976

Gainesville

My dear Gadi das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 27, 1976.

   Regarding your questions; Arjuna, Yudhisthira Maharaja, and Draupadi were not killed in the battle. They are always personal associates of Krishna. Wherever Krishna goes, they go. The Bhagavad-gita says: bahuni me vyatitani janmani tava carjuna. "Both you and I have passed many lives; I remember, but you do not."

   And at the time of death somehow or other Krishna takes special care. He says: aham tva sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami.

   Regarding distribution of my books, somebody may say something, but that doesn't matter. Somehow or other they are taking our Krishna book. However it should be done so there is not legal implication. And aggressiveness is not good. That should be checked.

   So you may hold a fire sacrifice and Hiowana Nivens (Hatari das) should vow to chant minimum 16 rounds and keep strictly the four regulative principles. Paramatma das may hear the mantra in the right ear. He should keep clean internally by chanting Hare Krishna mantra always and externally by bathing regularly. You yourself must set the example. Satsvarupa Maharaja can chant on the beads and you can find enclosed brahmana thread duly chanted on by me.
   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.dda

Letter to: Batu Gopala

                                --

                             Mayapur

                        18 February, 1976

Cleveland

My dear Batu Gopala das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 31, 1976.

   I accept Sriman Dhananjaya Pandit das for brahman initiation. You may hold a fire sacrifice and he should listen to the Gayatri mantra in the right ear from the tape. He can be instructed that the duty of a brahman is to maintain cleanliness. Internal cleanliness is always chanting Hare Krishna and external cleanliness is bathing regularly. You yourself must set the example.

   Regarding your question regarding your household situation, that is not the spiritual master's business.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.dda

Letter to: Yasodanandana

                                --

                            Melbourne

                          23 April, 1976

Hyderabad

My dear Yasodanandana Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 14 April, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care.

   Concerning the printing of the Brahmasamhita, I have informed Ramesvara Maharaja that the BBT Trustees can discuss this, and if they approve it, then I have no objection. You have stated that you would also assist in the printing costs. I can write an introduction to the book if it is approved by the others to go ahead and print it.

   On your recommendation I agree to the second initiation of Jagaman das Brahmacari. Impress upon him the seriousness to follow the regulative principles strictly, keeping clean outside and inside by constantly chanting Hare Krishna. You can hold fire yajna and play a tape of the chanting of Gayatri Mantra into the right ear.
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           4 May, 1976

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated April 17, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care. You can call your farm, Talavana. Concerning constructing a temple at the farm, it is feasible only if you have sufficient brahmanas to take nice care otherwise no. You have seen our Vrndavana temple, also the temple in Melbourne and Los Angeles. So things must be at this standard in order to have a temple. The standard must be very high. Neatness and cleanliness are the first business of temple worship. I shall see later on whether or not that Krishna Balarama can be installed there. You cannot paint the Deity with paint to make bluish. Don't manufacture ideas. What is standard you must follow. Don't make it a farce.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees for initiation:

   Lee Sutton--Kuruksetra das

   Ernie Courey--Vidyapati das

   Barbara Sutton--Parijata dasi

   Padavja das Brahmacari (second initiation)
   Hold a yajna and instruct the initiates that they must follow the 4 regulative principles: no intoxication, no meat-eating, no gambling, and no illicit sex-life, and chanting minimum 16 rounds of Hare Krishna Mahamantra daily. The brahmanas must cultivate the brahminical qualities as mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita and in the other literatures. They must keep clean externally by bathing regularly each day, and internally clean by always chanting Hare Krishna. The beads of the first initiates can be chanted on by one of the sannyasis and the thread for brahmana initiation is herein enclosed. After the fire yajna you can play a recording of the gayatri mantra played into the right ear of the brahmana initiate.
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Brisakapi

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           6 May, 1976

Potomac, Maryland

My dear Brisakapi,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 2, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care. I also am desirous of visiting Washington, as I have never before been there. I am presently scheduled to go to Washington, D.C. from July 2 to July 9. I am looking forward to meeting with one State Department official, a Mr. Twohi, who is handling a house which we want to acquire to house our Delhi Temple. I believe that Adi Kesava Maharaja who is presently in N.Y. temple is supposed to arrange this meeting between myself and Mr. Twohie. So far meeting the President is concerned, you can try to arrange, but it is not the most important thing.

   On your recommendation, I am accepting Larry Tucker for first initiation, and Bhavanath das Brahmacari for second initiation. The first initiates' spiritual name is Lokaguru das. Have his beads chanted on by one of the sannyasis, and see that the devotees are strictly following the 4 regulative principles: no illicit sex life, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating. Everyone must chant a minimum of 16 rounds of Hare Krishna Mahamantra daily, and in this way be protected from the frailties of material existence. You will find a gayatri mantra sheet enclosed. After holding a fire sacrifice for both initiates, play the gayatri mantra into the right ear of the initiate. Brahmin thread is also enclosed for Bhavanath das.
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

enc.: one thread and sheet for brahmana initiation.
ACBS.pks

Letter to: Ajita

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           11 May, 1976

Cleveland

My dear Ajita das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated April 26, 1976 and I have noted the contents with care.

   Concerning renaming your temple, if I have already given a name previously, then what is the need to re-name it. Now I can see that there is good preaching potential everywhere in your country as you mention the good response at the universities. Push on with these preaching activities and distribute my books profusely. They will someday realize how valuable books we have left them.

   If you carry out your plan to hold Rathayatra, be certain that the Ratha-cart is very strongly made, so that it does not break during the procession. They had a very good cart made in Philadelphia and you can take hints from the devotees there how they designed their cart.

   Upon your recommendation, I am accepting Lilamohana das and Kesava das for second initiation. Their threads are enclosed and you can play the gayatri mantra with accompanying mantra sheets into their right ear. Also, I am accepting Robert Hamilton (Sthayibhava das), and Joseph Hall (Mahamantra das) as my disciples. You can hold fire sacrifice and their beads may be chanted upon by Kirtanananda Swami. They must agree to strictly follow the regulative principles: no illicit sex-life, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating, and to chant minimum 16 rounds of japa daily. See that everyone is maintaining this standard of regulation so that there will be no hindrance to developing Krsna Consciousness.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Sevananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           15 May, 1976

Hong Kong

My dear Sevananda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 9, 1976, with the enclosed 3 copies of the Chinese edition of the Bhagavad-gita As It Is. It is a great triumph, and now you should see that this work continues. It is very important, and Krsna will bless you all for your sincere determination.

   Regarding the two initiations, on your recommendation I agree to accept Yasomatisuta das for second initiation. Enclosed you will find his brahmana thread, and a copy of the gayatri mantra. After the fire sacrifice, you should play a tape of the gayatri mantra into his right ear, teaching him how to count on the fingers the prescribed number of times. The brahmana should remain clean outside and inside by regular bathing and chanting of the Hare Krishna Mahamantra. Also, I agree to accept Bhakta Richard as my disciple. A disciple promises to refraim from the four pillars of sinful life: no illicit sex-life, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating. In addition, one must chant at least 16 rounds of japa daily and in this way progress in Krsna Consciousness. One promises before the spiritual master, the Deity, the fire, the devotees, the Supersoul, so it should very strictly be followed. You can have Gurukrpa Maharaja chant on his beads before the Fire Sacrifice, and present his beads to him at the time of the sacrifice. His spiritual name is Satyasena das. See that everyone is strictly following by presenting an ideal example yourself, and try to distribute these new Chinese Bhagavad-gita as much as you can.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Revatinandana

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           20 May, 1976

Laguna Beach

My dear Revatinandana Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 17, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care.

   On your recommendation I agree to accept the following persons for first initiation. Their spiritual names are as follows:

   Leon Lane--Devala das

   Mark Haley--Agastya das

   Chriss Glenn--Devadatta das

   Lenny Willoughby--Svetadvipa das

   Wayne Bell--Sankhadhara das

   Beverly Bell--Dvarakavasini dasi
   Laura Banks--Candravamsi dasi
   You can chant on their beads and give them their names and beads at the time of the fire sacrifice. They must promise to follow the four regulative principles: no meat-eating, no intoxication, no gambling, and no illicit sex-life, and to chant a minimum of 16 rounds of japa daily.

   Also on your recommendation I am accepting Padmagarbha das and Papharini devi dasi for second initiation as brahmanas. After the fire sacrifice you should play the gayatri mantra into the right ear of the initiates. Enclosed please find one brahmana thread and copy of the gayatri mantra. The brahmana must be clean both inside and outside by following the regulative principles strictly, and bathing regularly. The initiates as above mentioned are all taking vow before the Deity, the Supersoul within, the devotees, the spiritual master, the fire, and so they are vowing before so many witnesses to keep faithfully these regulative principles. So my request to them is that they take very seriously this vow and make progress in developing love for Krishna.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Nandevara

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           23 May, 1976

Montreal

My dear Nandevara das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your telephone message from my secretary and on your recommendation I am accepting Allan (spiritual name Taraksa das) for first initiation, and the following devotees for second initiation: Dyapaka das, Jitarati das, Dayalaji das, Gauranga das, and Jaganmatha devi dasi.

   You can hold a fire sacrifice and you can have Taraksa's beads chanted on by one of the sannyasis. Give the beads and spiritual name at the time of initiation. For the second initiates, after the fire sacrifice, you can give the men their brahmana threads and play the tape of gayatri mantra into the right ear. I have enclosed a copy of the gayatri mantra for them to follow. The initiates are promising to follow the principles of no illicit sex, no intoxication, no meat-eating, and no gambling, as well as chanting a minimum of 16 rounds of japa daily. This promise is made before the Deity, the spiritual master, the devotees, the fire, like this, one should very strictly keep this vow and make progress in Krishna Consciousness. The brahmanas must keep clean externally by bathing regularly, and within by always chanting Hare Krishna. The symptoms of the brahmana are explained in the Bhagavad-gita and one should cultivate these qualities in their devotional service.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                             Honolulu

                           23 May, 1976

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated May 18, 1976 and I have noted the contents with care.

   If the Varnasramadharma can be instituted it is welcome, but it is a little difficult today to do. If it can be done we want that. Training is required. The things are there but who will take up the training? Otherwise, the symptoms are mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita and if according to the symptoms some training is given, it is alright. But, everyone is after money and as soon as money is there they drink, eat meat, illicit sex, so who is there to be tained as a Brahmin?

   On your recommendation I am accepting Danny Miller and Michael McKinly for first initiation into Hare Krishna chanting. You can have sannyasis chant on their beads, and give them their spiritual names and beads at the fire sacrifice. They must abide by the regulative principles; no illicit-sex, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating, and chanting minimum of 16 rounds daily. Then there will be steady and sure progress. Their spiritual names are:

   Danny--Kalaksara das

   Michael--Gunavasa das
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

  Letter to: Narayana

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           4 June, 1976

San Jose, Costa Rica

My dear Narayana das,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated May 27, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care.

   On your recommendation, I am accepting Bhaktin Shanna Wollerman for first initiation. Her spiritual name is Nilacala dasi. Also, I am accepting Saurani dasi for second initiation. Those who take initiation must vow to refrain from illicit sex life, intoxication, gambling, and meat-eating, and to chant minimum of 16 rounds japa daily. The brahmanas must practice cleanliness internally and externally. Externally by bathing regularly, and internally by always chanting the Mahamantra.

   You can perform the fire sacrifice, and at that time give out the japa beads (which should have been chanted on by one of the sannyasis beforehand) at the time of initiation. Also, after the yajna, the gayatri mantra should be played into the right ear of the devotee who is taking brahmana initiation. I am enclosing a copy of the gayatri mantra for learning the gayatri mantra.
   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Tarun Kanti Ghosh

                                --

                           Los Angeles

                           9 June, 1976

Woodland Hills, California

My dear Tarun Kanti dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I thank you very much for your guru-daksina.

   Concerning the initiation of your wife, Revatinandan Swami has approved her being recommended for first initiation, and he has been informed accordingly of her spiritual name. As disciples you must strictly chant 16 rounds of japa, Hare Krishna Maha-mantra, daily. Also strictly avoid the unwanted habits of illicit sex-life, meat-eating, gambling, and intoxication, and in this way make progress in Krishna Consciousness and be happy.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Lokanatha

                                --

                             Detroit

                          12 June, 1976

Vrindaban

My dear Lokanatha Swami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 2, 1976 and I have noted the contents with pleasure.

   I am very glad to see that you are enthusiastically pushing forward with this preaching work and the young Indians are coming forward to join our sankirtana party. It is very encouraging to me. Anyone who has life he can preach, so go on very enthusiastically and there will be all facility given by Lord Krishna.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees for initiation:

   1st initiation: Bhakta Adhira whose spiritual name is Abhayasraya-dasa

   2nd initiation: Dharanidhara das Brahmacari, Vrajesvara das Brahmacari,

   Enclosed please find a copy of gayatri initiation and two brahmana threads. After the yajna, the brahmana initiates should hear the gayatri mantra in the right ear. The devotees must all bear in mind that they are promising to follow the four regulative principles, i.e., no illicit sex-life, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating, and also chanting a minimum of 16 rounds of japa daily. This promise is made before the spiritual master, before the Deity, the devotees, Vaisnavas, the Supersoul, and the fire. Everyone should take very seriously this vow and make steady and sure progress in Krishna Consciousness and go back to home, back to Godhead in this lifetime.

   When I return to India, I shall surely try to travel with your buses. It is a very nice program and I want to see it go on very enthusiastically. I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Riddha

                                --

                             Detroit

                          15 June, 1976

Durban, South Africa

My dear Riddha das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 7, 1976 with enclosed newspapers and pictures of Durban yatra.

   In that newspaper, The Leader, it is very good indication of our acceptance by the South African community. They are clearly rejecting all these bogus rascals like Sai Baba and in the same issue they are glorifying our Rathayatra festival. So this is good sign that they welcome Jagannatha and so you can arrange to have Jagannatha Deities and Rathayatra festival in Durban. Just like when I first began our Rathayatra in San Francisco, all we had was a flatbed truck for the Ratha-cart. So do it immediately. They are eager for it, and this will give life to the Hindus in South Africa.

   Actually these rascals are simply creating magic and jugglery. Even during the time of Krishna, Paundraka was there and Krishna immediately cut of his head. That is the only punishment for them, to immediately cut off the head of such rascals who pose themselves as God. They are simply cheating the people.

   Concerning the Rathayatra festival, you can hold it in the warm months, just like in Melbourne, the festival is held in January. Pusta Krsna Swami is going to arrange to have Jagannatha Deities sent from Puri if there is no one expert enough to make Jagannatha Deities in South Africa.

   Svarupa Damodara is the best candidate for the post at the university. What the other candidates will know? Therefore he is writing so many books. He has rejected the so-called scientific knowledge. It has no basis. So if he is chosen for the post he can go there to Durban and take up the post.

   On your recommendation, I am accepting the following devotees for first initiation:

   Bhakta Warrick--Caitanya-carana dasa

   Bhakta Peter--Krsnasraya dasa

   Bhakta Mike--Adi Purusa dasa

   Nadira--Syamasundari dasi
   Hold a fire yajna and you can have Jagat Guru Maharaja chant on their beads. The initiates are vowing before the Deity, the Spiritual Master, the fire, the Vaisnavas, and the Supersoul to follow the four regulative principles: namely no illicit sex-life, no intoxication, no meat-eating, and no gambling, and to chant daily at least 16 rounds of japa. In this way if they hold firmly to this principle there will not be any obstacle to their steady progress in Krishna Consciousness, and one can go back to home, back to Godhead in this lifetime.

   There is good potency there in South Africa and the Europeans are also taking up Krishna Consciousness seriously so continue enthusiastically to preach and distribute books and develop a nice center in Durban.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Ramesvara

                                --

                          New Vrindaban

                          24 June, 1976

Los Angeles

My dear Ramesvara das Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 19, 1976 and I have noted the contents with care.

   Concerning the $12,000 given to me by Jagat Guru Maharaja, that has nothing to do with Nairobi debts. It was an individual contribution to the book fund. Contributions and debt clearing are two different things.

   On your recommendation, I am accepting the following devotees for brahminical initiation:

   Vamanajana das Adhikari,

   Dayalanitai das Adhikari,

   Gopavrndesa das brahmacari,

   Bahulavana das Adhikari,

   Brahmakarika dasi,

   Jaganmayi dasi,

   Rukmavati dasi,

   Viharini dasi,

   Jalasayi dasi,

   Khandita dasi,

   Darmada dasi,

   Anavijnani dasi,

   Srila dasi,

   Hold a fire sacrifice and for the male initiates you can give them sacred thread. The gayatri mantra should be played for them into the right ear and the brahmanas should practice the principles of cleanliness both outside and internally. Outside by bathing regularly, and inside by always chanting the Hare Krishna Mahamantra.

   You mentioned that the lawyer was working to open the national parks, etc. What about the L.A. airport situation?

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

n.b. They require books and magazines in Fiji. Kindly supply them as soon as they make their order.

N.B. food distribution fund may be sent to Jayapataka immediately. He wants it.

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Nityananda

                                --

                         Washington D.C.

                           5 July, 1976

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 1, 1976, and I have noted the contents carefully.

   On your recommendation I am accepting Jvarajit das Brahmacari for second initiation. Hold a fire sacrifice and after the fire sacrifice a tape recording of the gayatri mantra should be played into his right ear. Enclosed is one brahmana thread and gayatri mantra sheet. Brahmin must practice cleanliness both externally and internally. Externally he must bathe regularly, and internally he must chant Hare Krishna.

   I hope that this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Washington D.C.

                           5 July, 1976

Santa Domingo

Dear Radha Sarana dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 16, 1976, and I have noted the contents with care.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following for first and second initiation:

   First Initiation:

   Bhakta Carlos--Karunamaya dasa

   Bhakta Lalo--Lalitagovinda dasa

   Bhakta Jonathan--Jyotsna dasa

   Bhakta Willo--Visvadeva dasa

   Second Initiation:

   Minaksi dasa Brahmacari
   Hold a fire sacrifice and the initiates should refrain from the four pillars of sinful life: no illicit sex, no intoxication, no gambling, and no meat-eating. This is very easy when one chants daily their prescribed rounds seriously, at least 16 rounds daily. Enclosed you will also find one brahmana thread and gayatri mantra. After the sacrifice the tape of gayatri should be played in the right ear of the brahmana initiate. To become brahmana one must be clean outside and inside. Outside by regularly bathing and inside by always chanting Hare Krishna. The beads for first initiates can be chanted upon by Hrdayananda Maharaja and they should be given these beads and names at the time of initiation.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.pks

Letter to: Sridhara , Trivikrama

                                --

                              Paris

                          30 July, 1976

Hong Kong

My dear Sridhara and Trivikrama Maharaja's:

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 7 July 1976 and have noted the contents with care.

   Yes, I immediately accept for initiation Naisen Wang. Her name shall be Nitya lila dasi and I have personally chanted on her beads which are enclosed. She is a very good devotee and she must immediately be initiated. This girl should be trained up and educated to speak in Chinese and recruit Chinese boys and girls. Just try to create a Chinese group of devotees from Taiwan then all other things are done automatically. We require immediately a Chinese group of devotees. Tamala Krsna Goswami is arranging for the money, you can communicate with him. He has also just sent two men there to assist you.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

enc: japa beads
ACBS.pks

  Letter to: Nityananda

New Orleans

My dear Nityananda das;

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter and have noted the contents with care.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following disciples for first and second initiation:

   First Initiation:

   Michael Hyldahl--Vamsimohana dasa

   Rodolfo Rios--Rasa-Vilasa dasa

   James Lanclos--Jnana-natha dasa

   Willie Butch McCord--Vaninatha Raya dasa

   Second Initiation:

   Jitamitra das bramacary
   Hold a fire sacrifice and present the beads and gayatri mantra tape with brahmana thread at that time. The initiates should follow our four principles of Godly life namely; no eating of meat, fish or eggs; no gambling, no intoxication, and no illicit sex. All devotees must also chant the prescribed 16 rounds on the beads daily, without fail. Enclosed you will find one brahmana thread and gayatri mantra. After the fire sacrifice the tape of the gayatri mantra should be played into the right ear of the initiate. To become a brahmana means to be always clean outside by regular cleanliness and inside by chanting the Hare Krishna maha mantra. The beads for the first initiates should be chanted on by your GBC man and the names given at the time of the sacrifice.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Vegavan

My Dear Vegavan das;

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 1, 1976 and have noted the contents with care.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following disciples for first and second initiation:

   First Initiation:

   Bhakta Anders--Atma-nivedana dasa

   Bhakta John--Yogindra dasa

   Karen Johnstone--Kama-gayatri devi dasi

   Second Initiation:
   Turiya das brahmacari

   Jamadagni das brahmacari

   Radhanatha das brahmacari

   Paragati das brahmacari

   Hold a fire sacrifice and the initiates should refrain from the four pillars of sinful life: no illicit sex no meat, fish or egg eating (only Krsna prasadam), no gambling, and no intoxication. All devotees must also chant the prescribed 16 rounds daily on the beads. Enclosed you will also find four brahmana threads and gayatri mantra. After the fire sacrifice the tape of the gayatri mantra should be played in the right ear of the brahmana initiate. To become brahmana one must be clean inside and outside; outside by regularly taking bath, and inside by always chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. The beads for the first initiates may be chanted on by Sriman Jayatirtha das and they should be given these beads and names at the time of the fire sacrifice.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Ajita

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                         20 August, 1976

Cleveland

My Dear Ajita das,

   Please accept my blessings. As per your letter of request, I am accepting on your recommendation the following for first and second initiation,

   First Initiation

   Patricia Taylor--Papsudani dasi

   Diane Zimmerman--Dinadaya dasi

   Second Initiation

   Maharudra das

   The names and beads duly chanted upon by your local GBC man, may be given at a fire yajna. The brahmana thread and gayatri mantra which must be heard through the right ear, may also be given at the fire yajna. All initiated disciples must chant 16 rounds a day without fail and observe the four regulative principles very strictly. The brahmanas must become learned in the sastras and very clean internally and externally by regularly bathing with water and the holy name. A brahmana must be fixed up in understanding of brahmana. One should not take it cheaply. This initiation is very serious and one should endeavor to follow the orders of the spiritual master with great determination. Daksina should also be offered when one presents oneself for initiation.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Jayadharma

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                         20 August, 1976

Sydney

My Dear Jayadharma das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 26 July 1976 with enclosed daksine of Rs. 2000.-and have noted the contents. I am pleased to accept on your recommendation the following as my disciples;

   Mark Phillips--Mahotsaha dasa

   Jane Phillips--Jagat-priya dasi

   Greg Jay--Gaura Kesava dasa

   You may hold a fire yajna and at that time the names of the initiates as well as their beads chanted on by Gurukrpa Maharaja may be given. Make sure that they are well aware of the four rules and regulations and that they are fixed in chanting the prescribed number of 16 rounds daily on the beads. Without these two principles no one can make advancement on the path of regulated bhakti. Teach them the science of the Bhagavad gita and train them to be first class representatives of Krsna. It is not very difficult, simply one has to hear from the perfect authority who is in disciplic succession from Krsna Himself, and then repeat the same message without any change. If one does this then he is qualified to become guru.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Taksya

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                         20 August, 1976

Trinidad

My Dear Taksya das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 27, 1976 and have noted the contents.

   I am pleased to accept on your recommendation Bhakta Walker for first initiation. His name will be Vayuvahana dasa. You may give him his name at a fire yajna and his beads may be chanted on by Hrdayananda Maharaja. Make sure that he is well aware of our four rules and regulations and that they are followed. Also make sure that he chants the prescribed number of rounds. Every initiated disciple must chant 16 rounds a day without fail. If one follows the rules and regulations of devotional life then he may advance very quickly on the path of devotional service.

   Kindly take up the mission of spreading the message of the Lord all over the world with greater and greater enthusiasm. Preaching is our life. But in order to preach one must become firmly fixed in the spiritual practices otherwise his words will not act. It is the duty of every initiated disciple to try and please the spiritual master by rendering service and inquiring submissively. There should also be an offering of daksina whenever one presents himself for initiation.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

  Letter to: Bhakta dasa

                                --

                            New Delhi

                         26 August, 1976

Berkeley

My Dear Bhakta das,

   Please accept my blessings. On your recommendation I am accepting the following boys and girls as my duly initiated disciples.

   John--Jnanagati dasa

   Spencer--Saktipati dasa

   Orlando--Pranavananda dasa

   Mark--Nitrasena dasa

   Nadine--Nada dasi

   Carol--Karuna dasi
   All initiates of mine must strictly follow the four principles of no meat, fish or egg, eating; no gambling; no intoxication of any kind; and no illicit sex. They must chant 16 rounds a day minimum with attention, clearly chanting the mantra, and listening very carefully. This is the recommended process for purifying the heart in this sinful age of Kali. Be serious to push on this sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and certainly He will bless you and your life will become perfect, na ca tasmad manusyesu kascit me priya-krtama, anyone who preaches this message of the Bhagavad-gita is the most dear servant of the Lord.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Balarama

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        11 September, 1976

Melbourne

My Dear Balarama das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 10th August 1976 and have noted the contents. However the enclosed daksina never arrived for at customs all currencies are confiscated. Therefore do not send cash in the mails again. The beads are duly chanted upon and are enclosed within along with one brahmana thread. The names are, for Bhakta Rarmer __ Vrajaraja dasa, and for Bhakta Ted--Tribhuvanapati dasa. Jyotir Maya das has been accepted by me for second initiation.

   Now hold a fire yajna and present the names at that time. The gayatri mantras may be heard by tape through the right ear. All of our initiated devotees must strictly chant 16 rounds a day and avoid the four pillars of sinful life completely. These four regulative principles should be lectured on by some expert speaker, as well as the ten offenses to the holy name. The brahmana must possess the qualities mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita (18.42) and take bath at least twice a day to maintain external cleanliness as well as always chanting the maha mantra for internal cleanliness.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Hamsaduta

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        11 September, 1976

Vrindaban

My Dear Hamsaduta Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 8 September 1976 and have noted the contents. On your recommendation I am accepting David Davidson as my first initiated disciple. His name shall be Visnudutta das. Also on your recommendation I am accepting Parajnana das brahmacari as my second initiated disciple and the thread is found enclosed. He may see me for the mantra and both may have fire sacrifice as you may find convenient.
   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Revatinandana

                                --

                            Vrndavana

                        11 September, 1976

Laguna Beach

My Dear Revatinandana Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 13 August 1976 and have noted the contents with care. On your recommendation I am accepting Simhesvara das brahmacari as brahmana and his thread is enclosed within. The name of Tyaga dasa may be given to Terry Gardner and the name Sarana devi dasa may be given to Sandra Joaquim.

   The newly initiated brahmana may hear the mantra from the tape in the right ear at the time of the fire sacrifice which you may perform and the thread is enclosed within. The names of the first initiates may also be given at that time. Their beads may be chanted upon by Ramesvara Maharaja the GBC for your temple.
   Please impress upon the initiates the necessity of chanting 16 rounds daily on the beads and following the four regulative principles. And the brahmanas must become clean outside by taking bath regularly and inside by chanting the maha mantra. Avoid sinful life and spiritual life becomes easier. Without following these principles there is actually no possibility of spiritual life.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Sukadeva

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        11 September, 1976

Honolulu

My Dear Sukadeva das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 16, 1976 and have noted the contents.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following devotees for initiation:

   First Initiation

   William Jerald Leonard--Vidyagati dasa

   Steven Edward Kulakowski--Svatantra dasa

   Laura Ellan--Krsnalaulya dasi

   Second Initiation

   Piyuskanti das brahmacari

   Sarva Satya das brahmacari

   Please hold a fire sacrifice and present the names at that time. The newly initiated brahmanas may hear the mantra by tape in the right ear. The local GBC man may chant on the beads. All initiates must practice chanting 16 rounds daily and strictly follow the four regulative principles which must be stressed with great care so that they are very familiar with them. The brahmana must be clean inside and out by bathing with water and mantra. They must become fixed up in the sastra so that they may overcome the bondage of maya with the sword of knowledge.

   As far as the problems mentioned in your letter, especially the comments attributed to you, I may clearly say that I never said that. But the GBC is there and others also, so these matters should be decided by them. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

  Letter to: Cittahari

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        12 September, 1976

Auckland, New Zealand

My Dear Cittahari das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 23, 1976 and have noted the contents.

   On your recommendation I am accepting Usapati das for brahminical initiation and Kedara dasa shall be the spiritual name for Bhakta Kevin. Please hold a fire sacrifice and present the name at that time. Your local GBC man may chant on the beads. The tape of the gayatri mantra may be played and heard through the right ear. To be a brahmana means that one is clean inside and out by chanting the maha mantra and bathing regularly. All our initiates must chant at least 16 rounds a day and follow very strictly the regulative principles. This will give one spiritual strength.

   Regarding the $30,000.00 which you will receive, you may deposit it in the Bank of America, Main Office, Los Angeles California, in the ISKCON Mayapur Vrndavana Fund. If you forward the amount to Ramesvara Maharaja there he will be able to deposit it for you.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

  Letter to: Acyuta

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        20 September, 1976

Sao Paulo, Brazil

My Dear Acyuta das,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 7, 1976 and the enclosed Magazine article. The article looks very nice and the pictures are very positively descriptive. Continue your nice preaching work there with great enthusiasm.

   On your recommendation I am accepting the following disciples for first and second initiation.

   First Initiation

   Bhakta Ivan--Indrasena dasa

   Bhaktin Dora--Dharma-patni dasi

   Bhakta Manuel--Madhupati dasa

   Bhakta Mozart--Madhava-priya dasa

   Bhakta Ramacandra--Rangapuri dasa

   Bhakta Luchie--Lilasuka dasa

   Bhakta Paulo--Ananta-padmanabha dasa

   Second Initiation

   Paravyoma das brahmacari
   Durasada dasa brahmacari

   Mahayogisvara devi dasi

   Madhusvara devi dasi

   Please hold a fire sacrifice and the first initiated disciples may receive their names at that time while the brahmana initiates may hear the mantra through the right ear and receive the threads. Hrdayananda Maharaja may chant on the beads and give them to the devotees. All initiates must chant minimum 16 rounds on the beads daily and very strictly follow the four regulative principles to insure success on the path of spiritual progress of life. A brahmana must be clean by bathing and chanting daily. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

Letter to: Pancadravida

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        20 September, 1976

Buenos Aires

My Dear Panca Dravida Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 3, September, 1976 and have noted the contents with care. On your recommendation I am accepting the following as my duly initiated disciples.

   First Initiation

   Bhakta Gustavo--Gunesvara dasa

   Bhakta Damian--Deva-srestha dasa

   Bhakta Marceline--Mathura-mandala dasa

   Bhakta Javier--Japananda dasa

   Bhakta Kique--Kasi Misra dasa

   Bhakta Osvaldo--Agnipati dasa

   Bhakta Juan--Sacisuta dasa

   Second Initiation

   Caitanya Svarupa das brahmacari

   Nitya Tripta das brahmacari

   Hold a fire sacrifice and Hrdayananda Maharaja may chant on the beads. Give the bead, threads, and names at this time and the gayatri mantra may be heard by tape through the right ear. All initiated disciples must chant at least 16 rounds of Hare Krishna Maha-mantra daily on the beads and the brahmanas must remain clean outside by regularly bathing and clean inside by chanting the maha-mantra.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hs

  Letter to: Vicitravirya

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        30 September, 1976

Bhaktivedanta Manor

My dear Vicitravirya,

   Please accept my blessings. With reference to your letter to Harikesa dated 14th inst., on your recommendation I am accepting the following disciples for first initiation.

   Radha Krishna Pillay--Rama-Sarana Dasa

   Gordon McMillan--Gaura-Nitai Dasa

   Brian Daulby--Bhajanananda Dasa

   Eamon Morton--Atmatma Dasa

   Benedict Bygott-Webb--Bhagavad-bhakta Dasa

   Gabriel Zajac--Giri-Govardhana Dasa

   Tony Smullen--Tulasi-priya Dasa

   Janet Pillay--Janaki Devi Dasi

   Laureanne Mcmillan--Lal Gopala Devi Dasi

   Hold a fire sacrifice and the disciples may receive their names at that time. Jayatirtha may chant on the beads and give them to the devotees. All initiates must chant minimum 16 rounds on the beads daily and very strictly follow the four regulative principles to insure progress in Krishna Consciousness.

   I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.as

   Letter to: Cittahari

                                --

                            Chandigarh

                         15 October, 1976

My Dear Cittahari Prabhu,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 28th September 1976.

   It is your money so you can do with it whatever you like. If you feel the money is needed there, then use it accordingly, I have no objection.

   Jita Garisa Das Brahmacari is duly accepted by me as a second initiated disciple. Hold a fire ceremony and let him hear the tape of the Gayatri mantra chanted by me through the right ear. See to it that he is properly trained up in brahminical habits, cleanliness, truthfulness, tolerance, self control, etc.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.hds

  Chandigarh

                         15 October, 1976

My Dear Kirtanananda Maharaja,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 1, 1976 and have noted the contents carefully.

   A film showing illegal techniques of distributing my books (Money shuffle) was never authorized by me. If it is actually a fact what you say, then stop it immediately. In all our dealings we should be above suspicion. They say first impressions are lasting. If someone feels cheated by our men because they are using dubious methods of distribution and collecting money our purity may be doubted and reputation spoiled. So please do not allow such film showing to take place until I have seen the film personally.

   Thank you for the enclosed check. I am glad to note that your book distribution is going on nicely.

   I hope this letter finds you well.

Your ever well wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

P.S. Jabier Rodriguez has been accepted by me as a duly initiated disciple, his name is Jaya Caitanya. Enclosed please find one Brahmin thread for the second initiate, and a mantra sheet, other may make copy.
Letter to: Kuladri

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         22 October, 1976

My Dear Kuladri,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 7, 1976 along with a check for $1,111. Thank you very much.

   Yes, I was there in Buffalo, it is nice. Nitai Gaura is there. It is a very good opportunity. Take advantage and do it nicely. Surely Nitai Gaura will give you strength.

   Upon your recommendation I will accept the following devotees as my initiated disciples. Please be sure that they know and follow the four regulative principles and that they always chant at least 16 rounds daily trying to avoid the 10 offenses. Hold a fire ceremony and have Kirtanananda Maharaja chant on their beads. Their new names are as follows:

   Charles Vogler--Cakrapani dasa

   Bernald Ely--Vallabha Caitanya dasa

   Mary Tepas--Manasvini dasi

   Theresa Pericola--Tilakaini dasi

   Brenda Moffit--Bhaktinistha dasi

   Pat Lawrence--Prema-manjari dasi
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Bala Krsna

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         23 October, 1976

My Dear Bala Krsna,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 6, 1976.

   Your report of book distribution is very encouraging. Please go on increasing more and more. Yes, you should become the topmost temple for distributing my books. This is a very good proposal. That is the only way to please me. Distribute my books profusely. That is real preaching.

   The girl who has got health problems must learn to be tolerant. As long as the material body will be there, there will only be pain. Pleasure is a misconception.

   Upon your recommendation I will accept as my duly initiated disciples the following devotees. Make sure that they strictly follow the regulative principles and always chant a minimum of 16 rounds, avoiding the 10 offenses. Hold a fire sacrifice and have Ramesvara Maharaja chant on their beads. I also enclose one sacred thread and gayatri mantra sheets for the devotees you have recommended. They should also participate in the fire ceremony. Their new names are as follows:

   Ken Reilly--Krsnacandra dasa

   Curt Halberstadt--Kunja-bihari dasa

   Bryan Baxter--Varaharupa dasa

   Craig Escalante--Kurma-rupa dasa

   Debbie Escalante--Dasarathi dasi

   Sheila Halvie--Syama-priya dasi
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Makhanlal

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         24 October, 1976

My Dear Makhanlal,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 10.7.76.

   My blessings are always with you as you have requested. You are a very good devotee and servant of Krsna. So far your questions are concerned. Nityananda is the principle of the Guru. So, the Gurudeva is the incarnation of Nityananda. Anyone strictly following the instruction of the Guru is following Nityananda. The price one has to pay if he wants to become Krsna conscious is that he must dedicate himself to following the order of the spiritual master, mahat seva. If the Spiritual Master is pleased with disciple then the blessings of Guru will be there. That is the best way to become Krsna conscious, and Krsna is non-different from Nityananda. You may pray to Lord Nityananda to help you become dedicated in the service of your Guru. Krsna consciousness cannot be achieved artificially. You should approach Nityananda Prabhu through your Spiritual Master.

   I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. Please be very sure that they all know and follow the regulative principles and chant minimum 16 rounds daily. Hold a fire sacrifice and have Rupanuga chant on their beads. Their new names are: Willard--Vaisnava dasa, John--Jivapati dasa, Adam--Akruranatha dasa, Nancy--Nitya-manjari dasi.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Narahari

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         24 October, 1976

My Dear Narahari,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated October 11, 1976.

   I'm happy to hear how nicely things are going at our Miami temple. Upon your recommendation I accept the devotees you have requested initiation for. Robin Teter's initiated name is Rama Gopala dasa. I am enclosing 2 gayatri mantra sheets and one sacred thread duly chanted on by me. Now, hold a fire ceremony. The first initiates beads may be chanted on by Balavanta. Play the tape of me chanting gayatri mantra into the right ear of the second initiates. Be sure that these devotees and all of my initiated disciples there are strictly following the four regulative principles and chanting a minimum of 16 rounds every day, avoiding the 10 offenses. Also, be sure that the second initiates know the brahminical principles given in Bhagavad-gita, 18,42.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

  Letter to: Radha-sarana

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         24 October, 1976

My Dear Radha-sarana,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter to my secretary dated October 2, 1976.

   According to your recommendation I am accepting for second initiation Amala-harinama das Brahmacari and Viraja dasi. Now hold a fire ceremony for attendance of devotees only. You must be sure that these devotees are very strictly following the regulative principles and chanting a minimum of sixteen rounds daily. They must be fully engaged in devotional service, 24 hours per day. Please find enclosed two gayatri mantra sheets and one sacred thread. After the fire sacrifice, play the tape of me reciting the gayatri mantra into the right ear of these initiates and show them how to count on their fingers.
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Gurukrpa

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         26 October, 1976

My Dear Gurukrpa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated 15.10.76.

   The behavior of Sukadeva is very bad. It is good that he has resigned. The fact is that unless the management is strictly supervised, these things will happen. Sudama and Manasvi did the same thing. Be careful so that these things may not happen again in the future. The president cannot take any loans without authorization. This is a declaration. These things must not be allowed. Whatever he has taken must be returned and he must pay back the money that he has kept. How can he claim proprietorship, everything is the property of the Guru. You must inform them wherever he has gone that he must return whatever he has taken.

   Now you please stay there until you have properly trained up a competent manager and then you must carefully supervise so that this may not happen again. Hawaii is a good field so do it carefully. You have done the right thing to inform me of the situation. Thank you for rectifying the situation.

   I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. Hold a fire ceremony. Instruct the devotees in the necessary way. You may chant on the beads. Play the tape of me chanting the gayatri mantra, etc. Do the needful. The new initiate's name is Naga-natana dasa.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Ramesvara

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         26 October, 1976

My Dear Ramesvara,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated 17.10.76.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the following devotees for first initiation and also those whom you have recommended for second initiation. Hold a fire ceremony. Instruct the new initiates to strictly follow the regulative principles and chant minimum 16 rounds daily avoiding the 10 offenses. Allow the second initiates to hear the tape of me chanting the gayatri mantra. You may chant on the beads.

   Allen Z.--Amala-bhakta dasa

   Steve M.--Stambha dasa

   Mike D.--Mukunda-mala dasa

   Steve F.--Satyasena dasa

   James C.--Jaya Saci-natha dasa

   Steve R.--Svarocisa dasa

   Jack G.--Jagadisananda dasa

   Philip M.--Puspadanta dasa

   Carl D.--Kavi Datta dasa

   Mike M.--Mahadeva dasa

   Gary D.--Gaura-pada dasa

   Cathy G.--Citradevi dasi

   Cheryl N.--Subhra dasi

   Terry B.--Tulasi-carana dasi

   Tracy A.--Tusita dasi

   Michele G.--Mayura dasi
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Bahudak

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         27 October, 1976

My Dear Bahudak,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your request for initiations.

   Upon your recommendation I will accept the following devotees for first initiation, as well as the ones you have recommended for second initiation. Hold a fire ceremony and instruct the devotees to follow the regulative principles and to chant a minimum of 16 rounds every day. Play the tape of me chanting gayatri into the right ear of the second initiates. Their beads may be chanted on by Ramesvara Maharaja. The names of the new initiates are:

   Mark L.--Madhu Pandita dasa

   Marilyn--Madhava-priya dasi

   John B.--Janapati dasa

   James H.--Jaya Hari dasa
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

  Letter to: Bhagavan

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                         7 November, 1976

Paris

My dear Bhagavan dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 28.10.76.

   I have received the books you have sent. They are very nicely done. Thank you. But, I did not receive the BTG yet.

   Yes, let Haya haya go to Spain and work very carefully. When it is established I shall go there. It is very good news that we are opening a center in Greece. I have been to Zurich. It is a very clean city. Develop it nicely. Many important persons who were very interested in our movement came to see me when I was in Geneva. All the news of these centers is very encouraging. May Krsna bless you that you always remain fully engaged in His service. Also, it is nice that you are holding two feasts each week in Rome. On my next tour I must go there.

   When people are enlightened they take this movement seriously. We are given to understand that formerly in Europe only the French people were enlightened. Therefore it is to be expected that many people in Paris will join us. Regarding Rathayatra, you can change the date according to a suitable time. You may hold it in Paris whenever it is the best time. It will attract many persons. Please do it.

   Have there been rains at New Mayapur? There should at least be rains in our area. Yes, increase the flowers. You have got sufficient space. Produce flowers, fruits, vegetables and grains in ample quantities. We should be fully self-sufficient. I like New Mayapur very much.

   Yes, if Harikesa can go to Thailand that is alright. He can manage nicely.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the following devotees for initiation (first) as well as those you have recommended for second initiation. Hold a fire ceremony and instruct the new initiates to follow rigidly the regulative principles and chant minimum 16 rounds daily avoiding the ten offenses. You may chant on their beads. Play the tape of me chanting gayatri mantra into the right ear of the second initiations. The new names are:

   Bhakta Phillipe--Prana-dhana Dasa

   Bhakta Christian--Caitanya-Nitai Dasa

   Bhakta Houle--Harivamsa Dasa

   Bhakta Pierro--Purusottama Dasa

   Bhakta Gianne--Gandharva Dasa
   Bhaktin Monique--Manavi Dasi
   I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter to Ramesvara. Consult with him in the matter and do the needful.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. Everyone has praised the Krsna Book.

enclosures: 13 sacred threads, gayatri mantra sheet, cc of letter to Ramesvara
ACBS.jda

  Letter to: Rupanuga

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        11 November, 1976

Potomac, Maryland

My dear Rupanuga,

   Please accept my blessings.

   Upon your recommendation I will accept the devotees whose names appear below for first initiation and also the one you have recommended for second initiation. Please hold a fire sacrifice and instruct the new initiates to follow the four regulative principles and chanting sixteen rounds daily avoiding the ten offenses. You may chant on their beads. Play the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra in the right ear of the second initiate and teach him how to count on his fingers.
   Bhakta Andy--Ananta dasa

   Bhakta Randy--Raghunatha Bhatta dasa

   Bhaktin Gayle--Gopamatrka Dasi (from Baltimore)
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Adi-kesava

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        14 November, 1976

New York

My dear Adi Kesava,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your letter dated 3.8.76 which has just now reached me.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the boy you have recommended for initiation. His new name is Giridhari dasa. Please make sure he knows to strictly follow the four regulative principles and chant a minimum of sixteen rounds daily avoiding the ten offenses. Hold a fire sacrifice. Tamala Krsna may chant on his beads.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Gunagrahi

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        16 November, 1976

Los Angeles

My dear Gunagrahi,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your request for initiations.

   Now hold a fire sacrifice for these devotees. Make sure they know the four regulative principles and follow them strictly. They must also chant at least 16 rounds per day avoiding the ten offenses. Ramesvara Maharaja chant on the beads of the first initiates. Play the tape of Me chanting the Gayatri mantra into the right ear of the second initiates. Teach them how to chant on the finger divisions.

   The names of the new initiates are as follows:

   Enrique Ross--Yogananda dasa

   Felipe Musquiz--Padmalocan dasa

   Peter Tapp--Purusa dasa

   Richard Warfield--Raktaka dasa

   Heather O'Neil--Harsarani dasi
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

note: the second initiates names are: Ramanya dasa, Parasakti dasi
ACBS.jda

Letter to: Visvakarma

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        19 November, 1976

Toronto

My dear Visvakarma,

   Please accept my blessings. I have received your recommendations for initiation through Jagadisa.

   Yes, I will accept these devotees as you have recommended; Jita Kandarpa das and Subuddhi dasi for second initiation and Bhakta Clem for first initiation. His new name is Karatieya dasa. Hold a fire sacrifice. Instruct Karatieya to always follow very strictly the four regulative principles and chant a minimum of 16 rounds daily avoiding the ten offenses. The second initiates should hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri in their right ear. Instruct them how to chant on their finger divisions. Kirtanananda may chant on the beads of the new initiate.
   No, you may not serve decaffinated coffee in the restaurant.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Adi-kesava, Dhrstadyumna

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        23 November, 1976

New York

My dear Adi Kesava and Dhrstadyumna,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 9, 1976.

   Upon your recommendation I will be pleased to accept Drsya Krsna, Hamsarupa, and Subuddhi Raya for second initiation. Now hold a fire sacrifice for devotees only. Let the initiates hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri in the right ear. Teach them how to chant on the finger divisions.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Balavanta

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        23 November, 1976

Atlanta

My dear Balavanta,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letters dated November 5 and 9.

   I am very glad to hear how the book distribution is increasing more and more. This is our greatest weapon. The more the books are distributed, the more the ignorance of the Age of Kali will be smashed. The world is feeling the weight of this Hare Krishna Movement, especially in your country. We have to increase this book distribution work more and more to firmly establish this Movement, which is the only hope for the suffering living entities.

   The plans for the new temple in Mississippi are very nice.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the following devotees for initiation. Now hold a fire sacrifice. The first initiates must promise to follow the four regulative principles and chant a minimum of 16 rounds daily, avoiding the ten offenses. You may chant on their beads. The second initiates should hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra in their right ears. Teach them how to count on their finger divisions.

   1st: B. Warren Oeshawn--Dvaraka dasa; Bhakta Bill Chilack--Vrndavana dasa.

   2nd: Munjakesa dasa; Madanamohini dasi; Vedaguhya dasa; Hamsagati dasa; Kokila dasa; Svaha dasi; Bhusaya dasa; Brahmanya dasa.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Balarama

                                --

                            Vrindaban

                        27 November, 1976

Vrindaban

My dear Balarama,

   Please accept my blessings.

   Upon your recomendation I am pleased to accept the following devotees as my initiated disciples. Now hold a fire sacrifice and instruct the first initiates to always follow the four regulative principles and chant minimum of 16 rounds daily avoiding the ten offenses. Let the second initiate hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri in the right ear. Show him how to count on the finger divisions. Their beads and thread have been duly sanctified by me.

   Bhakta Andre--Atmarama dasa

   Edward R. Byrne--Brhaspati dasa

   Heather Abbot--Hari dasi

   second initiation--Visvahetu dasa
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Vrikodara

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                         2 December, 1976

New Orleans

My dear Vrikodara,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated November 8, 1976.

   Upon your recommendation I will accept the devotees you have recommended as my duly initiated disciples. Now hold a fire sacrifice. Instruct them on the offenses to be avoided while chanting the Holy Names. They must promise to always chant a minimum of 16 rounds and strictly follow the four regulative principles. Balavanta may chant on their beads. Their new names are; Victor--Vedanta Krt dasa, Albert--Ananda dasa, Paul--Paramatma dasa.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Vicitravirya

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                        10 December, 1976

Bhaktivedanta Manor

My dear Vicitravirya,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 8th December, 1976.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees; Tirthakara das, Mahavidya das, Jagatam dasi, Jagannathaisvare dasi, for second initiation. Now, hold a fire yajna for devotees only. Let the new brahmanas hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri in their right ears, and teach them to chant on their finger divisions.
   It is a very nice report of book distribution. Your proposal to make 20 devotees per month is also very nice.

   Yes, the accounts must be kept very clearly. Then everyone will be pleased with us. Not a single farthing should be wasted. That will be our credit.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Dina Bandhu

                                --

                            Hyderabad

                        11 December, 1976

Portland

My dear Dina Bandhu,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated Nov. 25, 1976.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. For first initiation their new names are; Sam R.--Syamasundara. dasa and Jim N.--Jyotindra dasa. The second initiates are; Ramyaka dasa, Kaviraja dasa, Girijarata dasa, Abhaya dasi, and Srimati dasi. Now hold a fire sacrifice instructing the first initiates to always chant a minimum of sixteen rounds, and to strictly follow the regulative principles. Their beads may be chanted on by Ramesvara or Hrdayananda. Teach the second initiates how to chant on their finger divisions and let them hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra in their right ears.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Alanatha

                                --

                              Bombay

                        23 December, 1976

My Dear Alanatha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated nil along with two copies of the second volume of the Portuguese Srimad-Bhagavatam. It is very nice.

   You write to say that the reception is very good in Brazil. So now organize very nicely. Distribute literature to the fullest extent. Thank you for inviting me to come. I shall maintain this ambition. At the first opportunity I shall go. For now I will depend 99% on you to push on there.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. Now hold a fire yajna. Instruct the first initiates to always chant a minimum of sixteen rounds daily and to follow strictly the four regulative principles. Hrdayananda Maharaja may chant on their beads. Their names are as follow: Kiko--Kirticandra dasa; Mozart--Murari Gupta dasa; Francisco-- Vasistha Muni dasa; Paulo--Paramahamsa dasa; Leandro--Lilananda dasa; Tercio-- Trilocana dasa; Claudio--Karana karana dasa; Eneas--Isvara dasa; Regina--Rasavihari dasi; Christina--Krsnanandini dasi; Marta--Matsya dasi; Ivonette--Indumati dasi; Dora--Dev dasi; Maria--Murti dasi. For the second initiates, namely Ugraha dasa, Sadhyasrestha dasa, Ananda Murti dasi and Yogini dasi, you should play for them into the right ear the tape of me chanting Gayatri. Teach them how to count on the finger divisions.
   Regarding the installation of Lord Ramacandra, it is a very good idea. For obtaining these Deities you can take the help of Saurabha. During the festival you are invited to come to Bombay to see the Deities here.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Vrikodara

                                --

                              Bombay

                        24 December, 1976

New Orleans

My dear Vrikodara,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your telegram as follows, "Dearest Srila Prabhupada please accept my fallen obeisances I am requesting permission for second initiation for following boys RasaVilasa das brahmacari Janananatha das brahmacari they have both been chanting 16 rds daily without fail for 10 months and have taken their service very seriously your fallen servant Vrikodara das adhikary".

   Upon your recommendation I will accept these boys for second initiation. Now, hold a fire ceremony for devotees only. Let them hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra in their right ears. Teach them how to chant on their finger divisions.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

  Letter to: Kurusrestha

                                --

                              Bombay

                        28 December, 1976

Denver

My dear Kurusrestha,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated December 12, 1976 and have noted the contents carefully.

   I have seen the pictures of the Deity installation you have sent. It appears to be very nicely done. Stick to the principles. All the brahmana devotees appear to be very nice. Do this and be happy. In your country hundreds of temples like this must be opened. Town to town, village to village. I am very pleased. Another temple opened, another book published, that is the success of this Movement. Without book distribution the temple worship standard will also diminish. Therefore both of them should go side by side. I can see in the pictures so many outsiders offering respect with awe and veneration. This Deity worship is very important. As soon as you get sufficient initiated brahmanas try to open another center.

   It is good that you have stopped all business ventures. Now, stick to it. Book distribution is sufficient. You should not divert for any other business.

   Regarding Bhakta Wayne, yes let him work as you have described. That is real preaching. That will be very good preaching if he meets professors of his standard and they are convinced of our philosophy. That will be a great success.

   I am very much pleased, thank you very much. Krsna will bless you.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept as my duly initiated disciples the devotees whose names are as follows: Larry--Lalitananda dasa, Otis--Sridama dasa, Nancy--Nidra devi das, Jody--Jagajjanani dasi, Lisa--Lila devi dasi, Pam--Pandurani dasi.

   Now hold a fire sacrifice. Ramesvara Maharaja may chant on their beads (or Satsvarupa Maharaja in his absence). Instruct the new initiates to chant a minimum of 16 rounds daily and to follow the four regulative principles very strictly.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

January

                      Letter to: Satsvarupa

                                --

                              Bombay

                         1 January, 1977

Los Angeles

My dear Satsvarupa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your zonal report dated December 13, 1976 and have noted the contents carefully.

   The parents' meeting in Detroit was very nice. It is a very good idea to organize a "Parents for Krishna" club. Try to do that. Regarding Chicago, why isn't the boy returned yet? He should be returned right away.

   I will be going to the Kumbha Mela around the 10th or 12th of this month. I will stay as long as possible up to three weeks. then we'll be going to Mayapur until the festival.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. Their names are as follows: Manu P.--Mahaprabhu dasa, Pujush D.--Purusottama dasa, Keith C.--Kulasekhar dasa, Gary C.--Gariyan dasa, Jim S.--Jaya dasa, Linda C.--Laksmipriya dasi, Robbie K.--Ramapriya dasi, Ann C.--Annapurna dasi. Now hold a fire ceremony and do the needful.
ACBS.jda

Letter to: Amarendra

                                --

                              Bombay

                         3 January, 1977

Gainesville

My dear Amarendra,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated 12-8-76.

   Yes, civil disobedience will be the only method in this circumstance. But there are so many judgments in our favor. We should bring the matter in the court. We have the opinions of so many scholars. Bring the matter in the court. But if it is a state policy to cut down this Movement, then civil disobedience. What can be done?

   As far as your wife is concerned, the only solution is that she become Krsna conscious. She should live in association with devotees, and strictly follow the regulative practices of Krsna consciousness. If you feel competent to give her the spiritual strength she needs then let her return to Gainesville, otherwise she can go to another temple. Let her read Bhagavad-gita every day.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for second initiation; Manusrestha dasa, Vaninatha Vasu dasa, Akincana Krsna dasa, Sranti dasi, Garuda Pandita dasa, Brhanti dasi. Now hold a fire sacrifice for devotees only. Play the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra into the right ears of the devotees and teach them how to count on their finger divisions.
   Regarding your question as to when the soul leaves the body, it is when the heart stops beating. Even if the brain has stopped functioning, if the heart is beating that means the soul is present.

   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.jda

Letter to: Nandikesvara

                                --

                              Bombay

                         5 January, 1977

Montreal

My dear Nandikesvara,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated nil requesting initiations.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept these devotees: for first initiation: John--Jamahara-dasa, Don--Danapti-dasa, Andre--Aprakrtadasa, Cindy--Sindura-dasi, Sylvy--Siddhidasi, Clemence--Klesaghni-bhakti-dasi, and for second initiation: Jaya Govinda dasa, Sadapusta dasa, Paranagara dasa. Instruct the devotees to always chant a minimum of sixteen rounds and to follow the four regulative principles very strictly. One of the GBC or sannyasis may chant on the beads. Hold a fire sacrifice. Teach the second initiates how to count on their finger divisions and let them hear the tape of me chanting Gayatri mantra.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

N.B. Gururaj's name is Guru-prasada dasa
ACBS.jda

Letter to: Balarama

                                --

                             Calcutta

                         16 January, 1977

Melbourne

My dear Balarama dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in receipt of your two letters dated December 23rd and January 7th respectively, and have noted the contents. Enclosed please find a letter as you requested announcing my appointing Bali Mardan as GBC. Upon your recommendation, I am happy to accept Nakula dasa Adhikari for second initiation. Now hold a fire yajna, and play the tape into the right ear of me chanting Gayatri. Enclosed please find one sacred thread.
   Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.rds

Letter to: Hrdayananda

                                --

                             Calcutta

                         16 January, 1977

Los Angeles

My Dear Hrdayananda Gosvami,

   Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letters dated December 25th and January 9th respectively, and have noted the contents. Yes, I am very pleased with your book distribution because nobody was able to defeat Radha Damodara TSKP previously. Radha-Damodara is Himself pleased upon you. Sometimes the Lord wants to be defeated by His devotee. Nobody can defeat the Lord, but still He desires like that sometimes. That is His mercy. Pancadravida Swami is very intelligent in every way. He is a very competent, nice devotee. I am very much pleased, so go on increasing the distribution more and more.

   Upon your recommendation I am pleased to accept the devotees you have recommended for initiation. The name for Jose is Harinamananda dasa. You may chant on his beads. For the second initiate, Radha-Vinode dasa, hold a fire yajna. Instruct the first initiate to always chant a minimum of sixteen rounds daily and follow strictly the four regulative principles. For the second initiate, play for him the tape of me chanting Gayatri into the right ear.
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.rds

  West Bengal

                        13 February, 1977

Dear Vegavan, 

   Please accept my blessings. I have received your letter of 19 January and examined the contents.

   It gives me great pleasure to hear that the Bhagavad-gita As It Is will soon be published in the Swedish language.

   On your recommendation, I have accepted the two devotees for first initiation, and their spiritual names are as follows:

   Ryno Svensson------Raivata Dasa

   Helga Svensson-----Hiranyangi Dasi

   I have also accepted Yogendra Das Brahmacari for second initiation. Enclosed find one sanctified thread and the gayatri mantra. Have him hear the recording of me in the right ear. You may hold a fire yajna for the first initiations.
   Hoping this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Bhagavat Asraya

                                --

                             Mayapur

                          13 March, 1977

New Delhi

My dear Bhagavat Asraya,

   Please accept my blessings. I have read your letter dated 8th March, 1977.

   On your recommendation, I accept Sriman Rabindranatha Dasa, Sriman Mahabhuj Dasa, and Matachandra Libha for second initiation. The sacred threads for the men duly chanted on by me are enclosed. I also accept Bhakta Richard for first initiation and his name is now Ripughna dasa.
   Now you may perform the Agnihotra on Rama Navami as you have proposed. The first initiate should vow to always follow the regulative principles and chant at least sixteen rounds daily. The brahmanas should be explained the qualities of brahminical life and be allowed to hear the gayatri tape in the right ear after the ceremony. The best way to instruct the initiates is by your own good example.

   I hope this meets you in the best of health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Nityananda:

                                --

                              Bombay

                          12 April, 1977

New Talavan, Mississippi

My dear Nityananda:

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated 29 March, 1977.

   Oh yes, it is quite correct to try for complete exemption for your land. Why we should be taxed? Our work is all welfare work meant for the good of the general public. Such properties are always given tax exemption as you have pointed out to the newspapermen. The presentation of our position in the article is nicely given.

   Yes, if our householders cannot distribute books, then let them live in the farm communities. They can produce thread for cloth, spinning, and other such activities. But they must do something, not sit idly, for an idle brain is the devil's workshop.

   As you have recommended them, I am accepting for first initiation Kiki Laureen Cogan and David Hughes. Their initiated names are Krsna Kripa dasi and Dasanu dasa. Now you must hold a fire ceremony and they must vow to follow the four regulative principles and chant 16 rounds daily. I also accept Kamarikanta devi dasi and Jagatkarta dasa for second initiation. Jagatkarta's brahmana thread is duly enclosed. After the fire ceremony they may both be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape in the right ear. By your good example teach them how to be brahmanas.

   Hoping this finds you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tks

Letter to: Radha-sarana

                                --

                           Juhu, Bombay

                          17 April, 1977

My Dear Radha-Sarana,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated April 4, 1977.

   Just because there are no men is not a good reason to make someone a brahmana. This policy is not good. First have devotees. Then we should consider to open a center. Not that we open centers and have no devotees to manage them and therefore we create brahmanas. However, because this is a special case, I accept the two devotees, Sriman Jyotsna dasa brahmacari and Sriman Lalita-Govinda dasa brahmacari for second initiation. Their sacred threads duly chanted on are enclosed along with the Gayatri Mantra sheet. After performing the fire ceremony they may be allowed to hear the gayatri mantra from the tape in the right ear. You must teach them the principles of brahminical living, especially cleanliness is very important. Internally one should keep clean by chanting Hare Krsna and externally by bathing regularly. Teach them by your own personal example.

   I also accept as my disciples Bhakta Dhimas and Bhakta Ramon. Their initiated names are:           Bhakta Dhimas--Devaprastha Dasa

             Bhakta Ramon--Raya Bhavananda Dasa

   During the fire ceremony they should vow to faithfully follow the four regulative principles and to chant minimum 16 rounds daily.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

  Letter to: Radha Krsna

                                --

                              Bombay

                          27 April, 1977

Columbia

My dear Radha Krsna dasa,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated April 16th, 1977.

   As you have recommended them, I accept all six devotees for second initiation. This is the success of our movement--that our devotees are becoming brahmanas. To be a brahmana means to be clean, internally by always chanting Hare Krsna mantra, and externally by bathing regularly. You have to teach others to be brahmanas by your own personal example. Please find enclosed six sacred threads duly chanted by me. Now you must perform the fire sacrifice and after the sacrifice the new brahmanas may be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape in the right ear. Now all of you combined together and very vigorously spread Krsna consciousness throughout South America.

   Hoping this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Enclosures: Six sacred threads for Akilapatit dasa, Agnipuja dasa, Lilanatha dasa, Mrgesa dasa, Rayaram dasa, and Harigada dasa, and six gayatri mantra sheets.
ACBS.tks

Letter to: Kuladri

                                --

                              Bombay

                          28 April, 1977

New Vrindaban

My dear Kuladri,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your telegram requesting permission for the fire ceremony for the new initiates and second initiations.

   I have already sent you a telegram reading as follows:

   "Initiated names Phil--Pippalada Dasa, Mark--Mahaprabhu Krpa Dasa, Susan--Syama Dasi, Rita--Pitambar Dasi, Brahmans all approved sacred thread of Aravinda sent with letter.
   Signed . . . Bhaktivedanta Swami"

   As you have recommended all of these new devotees so I accept them as my duly initiated disciples. Their spiritual names are as follows:

   Phil Newberry--Pippalada Dasa

   Mark Knox--Mahaprabhu Krpa Dasa

   Susan Marietta--Syama Dasi

   Rita--Pitambar Dasi

   By now you must have held the fire ceremony for their initiation.
   I have also accepted the brahmanas who you have recommended: Sukalina Devi Dasi, Vedapriya Devi Dasi, and Aravinda Dasa. Enclosed please find a sacred thread duly chanted on for Aravinda Dasa. After putting on the sacred thread he may be allowed to hear from the tape the Gayatri Mantra in the right ear. Since there is no sacred thread for the women, they may have already heard the mantra. In any case there are enclosed three mantra sheets, one for each of them. Now teach them to be good brahmanas by keeping clean internally by always chanting Hare Krsna and externally by always bathing.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tks

  May

                      Letter to: Hari-sauri

                                --

                              Bombay

                           1 May, 1977

Melbourne

My Dear Hari Sauri,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter dated 20th April, 1977.

   I am very much obliged to you for giving such a full report. May Krsna bless you and give you more and more intelligence how to manage everything very nicely in Australia and New Zealand.

   As you have recommended them I accept Michael Pepper and Jackie as my duly initiated disciples. Their new spiritual names are;

   Michael Pepper--Sikhipiccha-dhari Dasa

   Jackie--Venu-dhara Dasi

   Now hold a fire sacrifice and the new initiates should vow to always chant minimum 16 rounds daily and faithfully follow the four regulative principles. I also accept for second initiation Jayasila Dasa, Vashrestha Das, Atitaguna Dasi, and Bhadra Dasi. The sacred threads duly chanted on for Jayasila Das and Vasusrestha Das are enclosed herewith, as are the Gayatri mantra sheets for all of them. After the fire sacrifice they may be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra from the tape in the right ear. Teach them to be good brahmanas, always remaining internally pure by chanting Hare Krsna, and externally by regular bathing.

   Yes, the name "New Govardhana" will be very appropriate for your farm. Regarding the idea of getting 36" nim wood Gaura Nitai from Calcutta, that is very good. Or if somebody can carve them locally, that will also be very nice. Regarding the gentleman whom you have met who speaks so many languages, let him translate in any one of these languages any of our books and that will be a great service.

   You will be glad to know that I am feeling a little recovered now and every evening I am again able to do my translation work. Now my only disease is that I have no appetite.

   Hoping this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS.tkg

Letter to: Hari-sauri

                                --

                            Vrndavana

                           18 May, 1977

My Dear Hari Sauri,

   Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your telegram. It is not possible to reply you by telegram because there is necessity of sending beads, and sacred thread which can only be sent through a regular letter.
   As you have recommended him, I accept Clayton as my duly initiated disciple. His spiritual name is Karsna-Dasa. You should hold a fire sacrifice and he must vow to chant minimum 16 rounds daily and follow the four regulative principles faithfully. His beads already chanted on are being sent by separate post, so the fire ceremony should be held after receipt of the beads. I also accept Anupam Das and Bimala Dasi for second initiation. Anupam's sacred thread duly chanted on is enclosed herewith. After the fire ceremony they may be allowed to hear the Gayatri mantra in the right ear. They should be instructed to always remain clean, internally by chanting Hare Krsna and externally by regularly bathing.

   For ten days I was staying in Risikesh in a very nice house on the side of the Ganges River. But my health was not good and so I have come to Vrndavana where I will stay indefinitely.

   I hope this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your humble servant

Pranav das
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